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155 Defen' in this Enterprize, i is, to obviait 4 
this Diſtemper, and ng bring you, all of you, 
fo own your that you may confeſs i 
__ Iniquity, and Goo may forgive the 

iquity of your Sin. h Place, and Duty, 
as @ Miniſter, (tho" wholly unworthy of that 
Relation to Gop or you) binds me to cauſe 
Fernſalem' to know ker Abominations; f 
therefare I have deſcended ta Portightars, that 
if it be the Will of Gop, I might ſhew to eve- 
105 Man the Plague o his own Heart. =_ 
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3 + WW Provecations in the Eyes of the Loxd this 
to Day. Who can a his Errors ? 
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all to attend upon their Souls, and to help om 
to Heaven: But this is not 8 * by man 
As they are ignorant of the bleſſed God, w 


made them, and of Feſus Chrift, who came to | 


redeem. them, and #now-aot.”1 =; reg 
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They are greater Strangers to them, 
Lader are to e var 8 . Didſt 
chou ever aſk thy Soul ſuch Queſtions * oy | 
Soul, het is it, hto will it be, with thee O th 
Q Seul, what will become of thee & \ will becone 
Saf he in the next Wor eat = 


15. At what coft were we any / Tims ms for ear Souls 7 
The Phyſician 1s conſulted i with, if there be an 
Ach upon the Body; ; we will, with the Woman, | - 
2 wich all, beggar ourſelves, to recover Health 

2 When did you know a Man flarve him- 
ſelf, he cbuld have Bread and Water, what- x 

ever it coſt? We will be at any E of 
Time, Labour, and Charges, to keep our Bo- 
dies from Starving ; but how are the rdinances Wl 
of Gon, the: Word and Sacraments (the fpiritual 
Food. ofi:the Soul) negleed ? The Fle muſt i I 
de fatisfied ; as for the Soul, there is little 2 4 
to its well Being We cannot endure to ſee | 3 
Beaſt want Meat; but how eaſily do many di 
«he Want of that Milk, whereby they ſhoul bel 
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mall loſe my Eſtate, Liberty, pay ſuch a Fine. 

Tzey little conſider what their Souls will loſe, if they 
do not perſevere; Tho” youſee not the Worth of 3 
- Souls ; yet know, that t lde 


hey are the moſt con 
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. gert. on all thy ſinful Neglects of thy immortal 
9 oul, leſt on thy Death bed thou ſxriek and cry, 
) my Soul, whither art thou going? _ 


2. How little are the Sou!s of hiv a 11 
4, fer ? How m ny Maſters are there, that 
3 are no more for their Servants Souls, than for the 
Dogs? Nay not ſo much? Perhaps ſome of you 
are careful that the Bodies of de Families be 
1 loathed, be fed, but the Souls lie e 


1. How ds we juſily cenſure them as worthy 22 
” i 10 Puniſhments ; that murther the Bodies e 

ut nat /o others, who N and AIP 2 of 
Ss ? 


Hew ds you hate to have. is Bit in was 
1 mh Bodies of any, to lay Poiſon for the Deftration 
of any? and yet how commonly do Men lay the 
XX Poiſon of ill Counſel, and i Example before 
ochers to cauſe them to fall into the Pit of Hell, 

and are not affected with this great Evil ? * 


(2: How EROS, are toe at any that hill Bodies, 
that murther others; but not ſo at the Mil- 


© | lions; that deſtroy their own and others Souls, that 


4 haye an Hand in ruining, in damning 8 
= © others ? 

ei (37/7 any nog 1 Ahaus that might have contivniel 
ure Life of hee Huſbands, Children, &c. how are 
je. bey 4cjefted ? How do they wring their Hands, 
he and beat their Breaſts ? Whereas, if by Careleſſ- 
o- mes, if by the Neglect of their Duties, if by 
5 evil Example, they have deſtroyed ally Souls, 


125 are not troubled about the \ 
Vox. XXkIiIn. 3 WY Hew 
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- 4. Flow meanly do you think of all. that taks Paim 
for tbeir Souls ? That wait at the Pool of Betheſda, i 
that conſult Miniſters, and Books, and attend on 
the Qrdinances ſor their Souls, whilſt you account 
it your Wiſdom to lay out the moſt, if not all, 
of your Time for your Bodies? Haſt thou the 
Name of a Chriſtian? I pray Gop to let one 
Word to fink into thine Heart; then ha/? nt 
Chriſt, thou haſt not the Spirit of Chriſt in thee; 
he knows how to value Souls, and therefore ſhed 
Blood for them, and ſends his Spirit in the Gafpel 
to be importunate for their Salvation.  , = 
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H OW many, like Pazl, are Alive. toithout the Wi 
: Law ? How many, like Sardis, have a Name 
ta live, when they are dead? How many are alive 
in their own Conceit,; and perhaps in the Conceis il 
of others, and yet are void of the true ſuper-natu- 
ral Life? How many are contented with their be- 
ing baptized ? They ſee ho Need of Chri/t, they 
were born of Chriſtian Parents, they are of the 
Stock of Abraham Me bus Abraham te ot Fa- 
ther. They do nat c nſider how many baptized 
Perſons are deadly Enemies to Cbriſt, and to their 
Souls, and averſe to the Ways of Holineſs; the) 
will not conſider that Swearers, Drunkardsgand 
Adulterers have as good Claims to Chriſt and Hea- 
ven as theſe have. How many alſo pleaſe them- 
ſelves with the Religion of Education? But, Gop 
"hath not moulded their Hearts, though 1 
have 


a Call to Repentance. 15 
have taught them ſome Principles of Religion, but 
W they are Strangers to the wonderful Operations 
and Teachings of the Holy Ghoſt; they have not 
de Unctien from above (they know not what it is) 
bat tcacheth all Things ; and yet ſuch as theſe are 
alive, 7. e. merry, jocund, jovial, confident if any 
go to Heaven, they ſhall be of the Number. But 
do ſpeak more particularly. | 8 


(Fisser, How many are there that were never 
convinced of original Sin, imputed, or imparted ? 
1. How few are convinced that Adam was a 
common Perſon, and that we finned in his Loins; 
that if he had ſtood, we had Rood ; and that it is 
W juſt with Gop, that he ſhip-wrecking himſelf, we 
=E ſhould be counted Sinners in him? We did eat of 
the forbidden Fruit in Adam, we in Adam believed 
ie Devil rather than Gop; we in Adam broke 
ZE with Gon for Toys and Trifles ; we were un- 
grateful, diſobedient in him; we apoſtatized in 
him, and broke Covenant with Gon in him; 
hence by one Man's Offence Sin entered into the 
= rid, ani Death by Sin; for that (as Lev: paid 
Tryches in Abraham, fo (we became Rebels againſt 
ive the Majeſty of Heaven in our firſt Parents: When 
is did you ſhed a Tear for Adam's Sin, for your and 


bis grand Provocation ? | 


(2. How few: ſee Adam's ſinful Nature imparted 
ro them f They Fa not e ee Parts are very 
Wickedneſs, nothing but Wickedneſs. Few ſee 
what a ſad Apoſtaſy from the Perfection of Man's 
Nature, Sin hath brougbt into the World; and 
how black an Image of Satan it hath drawn 

the Soul; they never ſaw what filthy, loathſome 
Things they are in the Eyes of Gop : They 
never ſaw their Noiſomeneſs and Venom, the 
+ Garbage and. Malignity of their Hearts. How 
8 © 5 : B 2 | Sa few 
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16 4 Geofpel-Glaſs: Or, 'F 
few fee a general Defect of all Righteouſneſs and 
Holineſs, wherein at firſt they were created? How Y 
few are convinced of an Antipathy to all that is 
good? That they are Hatcrs of Gop by Nature ; 
that they are dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins (a more 
Ureadful Eſtate than if they were rotting in their 
-Graves) 'that they have an Ocean of Corruption 
within them; that they have a worſe Leproſy than 
that among the Jews, which got into the very 
Walls: Who almoſt think { ſadly of themſelves? 
They bleſs Gop their Hearts are good, though BY 
they be the worſt of Men; they flight Ordinances, 
Cloſet-Duties, and Family-Worſhip ; yet the 
Devil perſuades them all is well; their Hearts are 

ood; though the Heart of Man by Nature be like 

ell itſelf, whoſe Fire of Luſt is unquenchable ; 
though it be like Peter's great Sheet, which be 
faw in the Viſion, full of all unclean Things ; tho il 
it de a Receptacle of all Impiety, yet how few 
turn their Eyes inward, to ſee their natural De- 
fotmities 7 1 3 5 


_ Aras! All the Venom the Snake ſends forth, 
zs nothing to the Poifon that lies in its Nature : 
And all thoſe monſtrous Impieties, which the | 
Lives of Men are taunted with, are not to be 
compared with the Venom that lurks in the Heart 
of every Man by Nature. Men would not glory 
in their Blood and Deſcent, did they but believe 
how Sin deſcended: Men could not content them- 
ſelves to walk heavily under ſome actual Miſde- 
meanours, were they convinced of the Body of 
Sin within them; their greateſt Sorrows would be 
for their ſinful Propenſities: Neither would you 
wonder at any Impieties and Enormities in the 
Earth, but would admire the Reſtraints of Hea- 
ven, that they are no greater. Alas if the 
Reader were left to himſelf, he would MOON 
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and lay Hands on his neareſt Relations, and on him- 
low elf: Certainly, the Reaſon why we turn not Cari- 
t is nibals, why every Man is not a Sodomite, a 
re; EMurtherer, an Oppreſlor, is, becauſe Gop hath a 
ore Rein on the Heart, and curbs it, for the Conti 
deir nuation of Mankind, that otherwiſe would ſoon 
ion be deſtroyed. The great Boundary of the Seas, 
han and of the Ocean of Corruption, is the Sovereign 
ery above. But O! how do we commend Nature 
es? Puch a Man hath a good Nature; fuch a Man 
1h ou may truſt him, he will never commit ſuch 
es, Mabominations: You may as well believe a Toad 
the vill not poiſon, or the Sea will not overflow the 
are Earth, if Gop leaves it to itſelf. But to deſcend! 
= Wo Particulars. . 
he . (1.) How few ſee the Corruption of their Mind 
ho' ow few are convinced, that the carnal Mind is 
ew RE nmity again GoD, and is not ſubject to the Law 
e- / Gon, neitherBinderd can be How are our 
Kinds delighted with Toys, more than with the 
erious Myſteries of Gop ; How few are ſenſible, 
bat they are as fooliſh: and mad as any Bedlams, 
in that they pleaſe themfelves with that, which 
Whould be their greateſt Burthen, namely Sin? 
rey are worſe than the Bee or Ant, for theſe 
prepare for a hard Winter, thefe provide for here- 
after, whilſt moſt People mind preſent Things, 
preſent Pleafure, preſent Profit. They buſy them 
ſelves to know what is of no Conſequence, but 
are careleſs of momentous and eternal Matters. 
Few employ their Minds to know Gop, and how 
He is to be worſhipped and pleaſed; but empldy 
themſelves in unprofitable Speculations, Rłæe Fodls 
and Children, who prefer 'pathted Glaſs before 
Jewels of Value? "They more fet by a little Mirth 
and Pleaſure, than the Matters of their Salvation. 
How. are our Minds * to dur Affectionsʒ 
155 * 9 | 3 5 © +> 45% T4545» WE: 
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18 A Gofpel-Glaſs : Or, 
to the more brutiſh, and ignoble Parts of the 
Soul, and we love to have it ſo ? Through this Wl 
Corruption of our Minds how do. we juſtify Sin, 
excuſe it, and plead for it? Hence alſo, there are 
Swarms of idle, confuſed, impertinent, fooliſh, 
ridiculous Thoughts, that fill our Souls and Du- 
ties ;, ſekdom in the Day, Week or Year, any T 
Conceptions of Gop, fuitable to his Majeſty and 
Holineſs. How unſtable are our Minds 1 udg- 
ments, ſo that we are as Reeds ſhaken with every 
Wind; now for Duty, then ſoon wheel'd off - 
gain; now for repenting, then tired, and ſoon di- 
verted? And if we know the Outſide of Truths, 
yet how often is that a Bar to our cloſing with 
-Chrift, and walking in Him? And yet tho” theſe 
poor, blind, deluded Bartimeus' fill all our Ways, 
ſo that wherever we go, we meet with them; how 
ſeldom are any convinced of this, how ſeldom do 
any cry for Eye Salve, that they may ſee? . 


_ (2:) Ann though not only the Mind, but the Bi 
Conſcience is defiled ; though there be a Blindne(s Wi 
upon it, whereby it misjudgeth, and calleth Dark- 
.neſs Light, and though it be ſenſeleſs as a Stone, 
nn Corruption: Hence they take 
Sanctuary in their Conſciences; their Conſcience 8 
bears them Witneſs, though-it be bribed and cor- 
rupted, and they have a good Conſcience, though 
- they know not what Conſcience is. | 


1 .) How few are convinced of the Corruption « 
* Var How do they with Ao Drunkenneſs, 
Uncleanneſs, c. were no Sins? How do they 
- chuſe to live a merry, rather than an holy Life; 
[to be the Servants of the Devil, rather than of 
Gos, to commit Sin, and thereby hazard their 
Damnation, rather than through many Tribulation 
_ to enter into the Kingdom of Gop? And how gladly 
| | wo 


4 Call to Repentanee. 19 
the would moſt take up their Reſt in ſomewhat below 
this ovp, if they could but enjoy the World according 


din, E o their Will? Th att | | 
are TN n i 
iſh, , (.) Frw are convinced of the Corruption of their 

u- REA: Though they hate what they ſhould 
Hove, and love what they ſhould hate; though 
and they love Sin, which they ſhould hate, and hate 
nd light Gor, whom they ſhould love; though 
ul be in Diſorder, all be miſplaced; though Gop 

e dethroned; and Sin, Satan, and the World be 

Met up above all that is called good; yet ſew really 
Pelieve that fuch a miſerable Chaos is upon them. 


$ * 


s How rw are file of the Corruption of 
beir Memory ? Though they are eſpecially charged 
4 E to remember Gor, 'hov to get Poſſeſſion of Him; 
o remember Duty, how to practice it; and to re- 
nember Sin, how to ſhun it: Vet how ſoon do 
Wthcy forget ſuch Truths, and lodge in their Me- 
Wnorics Injuries, that they may avenge them; and 
anities, fooliſh Jeſts, unprofitable Toys and 
Tales, to pleaſe themſelves therewith? Tou can 
remember how-merry you were ſuch a Time; but 
= you ſoon” forget a Sermon; if you remember any 
Thing of it, it is that, which either concerns o- 
thers, of which” yields you the leaſt Advantages 
heavenward. * We cat remember the Fall of P.. 
ter much eaſier than the Repentance of Peter; 
David's Adultery, but not * Repentance. 

E #74 + WF thats 1 8 


 SxconDLy, How few have been convinced that 
Sin is the greatęſt Evi? How few have ſeen it in 
its perfect Odioufneſs, as that which makes Men 
Devils? Het art moſt Strangers to its Pedegree, and 
conſider not the Devil to beit Father? We would be 
am thought to have nothing to do with the Devil, nor 
dly WW that be hath any Thing to do- with us; we _ 


* 
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Lve in Sin, and yet defy the Devil and all bis 
Works: We can make more moderate Conſtructi- 
ons of our Sins, and call them Frailties; but 
he that commits Sin is of the Devil, i. e. the Devil's 
Drudge ; Satan works in him and by him. O! 
with what Greedineſs is the 28 of Hell devour- 
ed and ſwallowed! How few ſee Sin to be contrary 
to the Works of Gon? Gop faith, I will have this 
done; I will not do it, faith Sin: I will have this 
ſuffered, ſaith Gop; Iwill not ſuffer it, ſaith Sin: 
Nay ſo great is the Conteſt berwixt Sin and Gov, | 
that if it could it would unbe Gop. How few rale 
Notice of its Contrariety to the very Nature of Gop } 
God is £226, Sin is evil; Gop is pure, Sin is im- 
pure. ' few believe Sin to be univerſully evil, 
that there is no Good in it? We cannot perſuade 
Mien, that there is Good in Poverty, Good in 
Reproaches and Perſecutions unto Death; but ea: 
fily are Men perſuaded, there is ſome Good in 
Sin, How few are convinced of the miſerable Effects Wl 
and Conſeguences of Sin? The Wrath of Gop is 
not revealed againſt their Unrighteouſneſs and Un- 
godlineſs, ſo as to make their Knees to tremble. 
T he Hand-writing on the Wall is not obſerved, BW" 
They are till alive. We cannot for our Hearts 
perſuade Men to go up to. Heaven, to ſee what i 
Spoils it made there; could we herein prevail, 
then would they infer, that there is more Evil in BY ”* 
the leaftSin than there was Good in all the Angels 
in Heaven ; for that one Sin conquered them, and | 
ſpoiled them of all their Beauty, and made them, 
of glorious Creatures, to become ſuch loathſome 
and hideous Spectacles :- Neither can we prevail 
with any to take a Journey to Paradife, to ſee its 
Venom there; or to go to the Garden, or to 
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Mount Calvery, to fee what Work it did there; 


or to go to Hell Gate, to hear the doleful Shrieks 
| ah 5 
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2 Call to Refentance. 2 


s Gop hath aid, Gon Pall amd the' Head of Bis 
i»  Erncmies, and the hairy Scalp e ſuch a one as goeth 

on | ii in his Treſpaſſes; though there is 70 Plats, 
| {aith my God, t9 the Wicked; though Sin be che 
ſole Object of Gop's Hatred; (for GO loved the 
whole Greativht till“ its Beauty was blaſted and 
5 ffained by Sin) though Sin only ſeparates between 
s op and Souls, though it be the Founder of all 
is Graves and of Tophet ; though it fill the Conſcience 
with Terrors, and Hell with Fire aud Brimſtone; 


: 5 12 Y Pp » 
„Vet few are afflicted with the Evils of it, but they 
e drink in Iniquity as Water. 
ut Tump v, Hy few are ſenſible that they are caft 
„ an holy and righteous Law, that they are condemm 4 
o Creatures, that the Wrath of Gop abideth on them? 


Few have ſeen the black Cloud full of Woes, full 


n | | 
„ef Wrath, ready to empty itſelf upon their Souls: 
n hey take no Notice, that though the Sentence be 
not executed ſpeedily ;: yet it is given forth; and 
there may be but a little Breath, and they are gone 


for ever. How many ſenſeleſs Souls are there 
whoſe Conſciences were never ſhaken, whoſe Spi- 
Writs were never wounded, who never received the 
pirit of Bondage to fear, who never knew what 
= fearful Expectation of Judgment meant, who 
eo dancing to Hell? Theſe are rich, and full, and 
needing Nothing, when Gop is about to ſpue 
them out of his Mouth. "Theſe are wiſer in their 
WJ ton Conceit, than ſeven Men that can render a Rea- 
ſon, Though we endeavour with Scripture upon 
Scripture to convince them of their Sin and Danger, 
yet they are confident and eaſy. Never did they 
break one Night's Sleep upon the Conſideration 'of 
their loſt Condition by Nature; never did they loath 
their ordinary Food, or feel the Smart of broken 
Bones, as David did; never did they know what 
2 wounded. Spirit meant, what Anguiſh of Sou! 
7 * Was: | 
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was: never did they feel Gop's Wrath, or Any z 
Burthen inſurportable; they were never pffcked 
at the Heart, ſo as to cry out, I bat Shall I do 1 
be ſaved? Would you know the Reaſon of all 
this Security? They are dead in Sins and Treſpaſ. 
ſes. A dead Condition is an inſenſible Condition; 
Death deprives of Senſe as well as Life; the 
Dead are not frighted with the Swords and Piſtols 
at their Breaſts; the Dead fear not, though threat 
ned with Fire and Brimſtone ; the dead To not, WW 
Nr h Gop be upon Mount Ebal thundeting 
urſes upon Curſes ; the Dead ſee not, though 
Sin be ſo ugly a Monſter, and Hell ſo frightſul x 
Place; the Dead ſmell not, though Sin , ſtink 
worſe than rotten Sepulchres ; the Bead feel not 
though that which is heavier than Mountains off 
Lead be lying on their Backs. Though there be 
ſo many C upon the Heads of all natural Per- 
_ fons, though there be an Entail of Wrath upon 
the Heads of the very Sins, they live in; thougi 
their Sins are, or may be, circumſtantiated to 1 [ 
Feten Degree, than any of the Scrinture-Offen-i 
that we read of, as being committed under 
the open Sun of the Goſpel; though Heli be open 
to receive them every Moment, to entertain them 
with the Vengeance of a juſtly provoked Gor ; RP 
yet few fear, few work out their Salvation with 
weeping Eyes, and trembling. Hearts; they are 
fill alive without the Law : I pity theſe ſecure 
Souls 3 how ſhort will they fall of their Hopes, 
and how far ſhort of Heaven 


while the Devil works in them, as in his Work-houſe! il F 
That he poſſeſſeth the Heart of every unregene- 
rate Man? The ftrong Man keeps the Houſe, and ſo 
all is quiet; It was a ſad Day when the Abomi- 
nation of Deſolation was ſcen ſtanding in _ holy 
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[ a Gall 10 Repentance. 23 
place; but what ate abominable Men to abomĩ- 
hable Devils? They did but exerciſe their Cruel- 
ties on the Bodies of the Jus; but how many 


Devils have their Walks in the Hearts of natural 
Men and Women ? If thou art in thy Blood, the 


T1; 
he Devil hath enter'd into thee, as fare as ever he 
os Wenter'd into the Herd of Swine, and ſo hurried 


mee into baſe Luſts, as 1 carried them 9 985 
into the 0 n Ende | 
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1 CHAP. W. 

” 2 We, Wont of Sef-Deſpir. l 


1 ij83 Men are ſenſible of their Sin and Miſery, 

== yet how many are going about to eftabliſh thrir 
non Righteouſneſs ? Though fome are convinced 
f ihe Uglineſs of Sin, of the Mifery by Sin; yet 

| 1 5 e Te fully convinced, that the Covenant 
q 4 pt Works requires perfect, perſonal, and conſtant, 
\ bedience, that it admits not of Repentance, that 
accepts not of the Will for the Deed : but G. 
% every one that contimueth not in all Things, which 
ee uritten in the Book of” the Law 10 de 80 
that if there be a vain Thought, the Conditions 
of that Covenant are broken; and nothing, ſave 


fearful Expectation, ſhould ſeize on fuch x Soul. 
eu, I fa 28 believe this; but though they are 
ne- a ag ildren of Adam, yet they hope to ſet 
| ſo again, and maintain themſelves, without being 
mi- holden to any other, for the procuring” of their 
oly] aac nt 10805 they reform in many Things 


e ; and now, Soul take thine E Baſes thau haft God 
i 


laid up for, many'Years, yea, for Eternity; thou 
art converted ſure, and ſo; think all the Neighbour. 
hood; oh ! what a Change is here The Man 
was ,a Drunkard, not fo now}! An Adulterer or 
prophane; but now civilized,” yea, a devout. Man- 
And touching the Righteouſneſs which it in the Law, 
blameleſs. Now he is alive indeed.; his: Conſci- 
ence is pacified, which before troubled: him; he 
can hear the Word gladly, he can pray with ſome 
Delight: When before all the Ordinances of 


Gop were tedious. Now he thinks, ſure I have 


Eiſe within me, I am not dead. He fees not all 
this While, that he muſt have Life from without, 
and Ability from without: He doth not yet ſay, 
Mine Iniquities are gone over mine Head, as an 
heauy Burthen, they are too heavy for me. Mine 
Iniquiuties have taken held upon me, ſo that I am not 
able to look up. He doth hot ſee that he\is dead, 
i. e. damned, and inſufficient to think any Thing as 
of; . Himſelf, but all his Sufficzency, is of Gon. He 


as, eaſy to make new Worlds, as to put up one 
acceptable Prayer to Gon. He ſees not, that he 


1 


„ 


ble of his Danger by Sin, but he eyes not him 
that is mighty to ſave, He looks for Help within, 
but not without. He ſees no abſolute Neceſſity of 
Chrift all this while, He ſees not, that there 15 10 


= » 


Satuation in any other, no other Name given among 


o 


Alen, whereby we, muſt be ſaved. He hopes to go 
to Heaven through Doors of his own, the Door 
.uf Repentance, the Door of Reformation, the 
Door of good Works; hencs he takes hold of the 
Mercy of Gop, and the Promiſes of Pardon. 


% Thus have I done (faith be) and now my Caſe 
e Ne 
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a Call to Repentance. 25 
is good. O! what a Change is here?“ This 
is the Caſe of Multitades, whom Chri/? will not 
| WW ſave, for they are not loſt, they think to. ſave 
themſelves from Wrath to come. They fee not 

that there is a Satisfaction to be made which they 
cannot make; wherefore' their Hopes are from 
x their Reformations, not from Chrit; their Peace 
- is from their Performances, not from the Blood of 
5 Attone nent: Whereas, if they ſaw the abſolute 
fNeceſſity of obtaining Chrift and- his Righteouſ- 
> WH neſs, they would be put off with nothing elſe. 
| But O! how hard do we find it, firſt to take 
, 
» 
1 


off Men from their Sins, and then from Conh- 
dence in their Duties? We tell Men, Chriſt will © 
have no Sharer in the Glory of . Manz 
bot People will at leaſt have their Works and 
t Cbriſt to divide the Spoils, We adviſe Men to 
5 lay no Weight on their Duties, but to lean alone 
5 on Chriſt's Merits ; but in vain. Chri/t faith, If ye 
e et ne, let ** go their Way, theſe Duties, as 
well as theſe Sins; but the deaf Ear is turned, 
and we find it much eaſier to perſuade Men, their 
Sins will damn them, than their Duties, whilſt. 
Chrift is thereby neglected, 


CHAP. IV. bay 
Their Miſcarriages about their Spiritual 
F the Spirit of the Lo Þ hath convinced Men . 
of their Danger by their Sins, and their own , 
Righteouſneſs, ſo that they fill ſee Gop ang with _ 


n. 
fe them, and their Souls remain under Trouble and 
is & Yor, XXXIIL © C Diſquietz 
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F 


of the following Miſcarriages ? 


1. How few are there that juſtify Gop : Few 
accept of the Puniſhment of their Iniquities; they 
do not clear Gop, as they ſhould, from all Un- 
righteouſneſs. Commonly proud Hearts ſwell and 
fume againſt theſe Methods of Gop. Though the 


Filthineſs of their Hearts be laid open before them, 
pot they fall not down upon their Faces in the Ac- 


owledgment of their Unworthineſs of Mercy; 
few charge themſelves, and acquit Gov. They 
cannot be brought to give Gon the Glory of his 
Righteouſneſs, if He ſhould condemn them to the 
Pit of Hell; they do not on the Deſert of Dam- 
nation, and charge themſelyes with it, as their due 
Portion. Few ſay, I will bear. the Indignation of the 


LoRn, becauſz I have finned againſt Him; or with 


Daniel, OLoxp / Righteouſneſs belangeth unto Thee; 
but unte us Confuſion of Face, How ſeldom do you 


hear this Confeſſion in their Mouths, 4 Logp, I 


am thy Creature, and 'Thou * 7 do with thy 
Creature what pleaſeth Thee; It pleaſed Thee 


« to put thine Image on me, to create me ut right 


« but I have ſought out many Inventions, I have ſold 


« ef for nought, I have preferred the Devil's 
© Work betor thine, and therefore Thou mayeſt 
« abhor me, and give me my Portion among the 
« damned; and if I feel ſome Sparks of Hell- fire 
« (in thy preſent Frowns) it is of thy rich Patience 


« and Mercy, that they are but Sparks; if Thou 


«" caſt me off for evet, it is but what I have deſer- 
« ved long ago; it is of the Lord's Mercy, that 
„J was not hurled to Hell, becauſe of my native 
* Be but we: is 232 « a 
« pure Eyes of thy glorious Majeſty Days without 
« Number. J have been - Rebel of a 5 ſtand- 
nee 


* * 


| 


Diſquict; yet are they not guilty of ſome, if not all, 


voked the 
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Frouble of Spirit? 


a Call to Repentante. * 27 
« with thine theſe many Years, and therefore if ] 
be ſent to Hell, Thou are righteous and clear when 
« Thou judge/t. I can blame none ſave myſelf, if 
« ] periſh everlaſtingly, though I have many Fears 


and Sorrows on me; yet bleſſed be Gop, 


6. are not the Sorrows of Hell. Thanks be to the 
«Log, that I am not yet among the damned, 
roaring in the Pit. Few believe they deſerve Dam- 


nation; hence Souls are murmuring at any Aﬀic- 


tion, at the Loſs of an Huſband, Child, Eſtate, as 
if Gop had dealt hardly with them. „5 


2. How frw Stiritual, when under Troubles, are 
willingly under them? They fee not the Advantage 


olf having their Way bedged ip with theſe Therm 


they do not receive the Spirit of Bondage; they do 
not accept this Puniſhment; they take it not kind-- 
ly at God's Hands. Their Troubles are invelun- 
:&ry; they are held in the Chains againſt their Will. 
How many are afraid of Sorrow for Sin. Some think 
it will ſpoil good Faces, and their Beauty may. be 
loft through their Troubles; others think it will 
bring them to Deſpair, and therefore farewell to. 
ſuch a Preacher; he is. too terrible for their Souls. 


Hence Saul muſt have his Harp to divert him, the 


Cards muſt be. taken up again, ſome merry Books, 

mult be read, perhaps a Play may be ſeen, Com- 

pany muſt be called in, and all this, to divert the 
i 


Pillnws under him, that he may ſleep the quieter. 
How few are active in their Troubles? Retire, . 


that they may ſearch the Scriptures, and ranſack 


their Hearts? How do ſome quarrel with their, 
Miniſters, and ſnarl at the Books, that give them 
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from minding its Danger: Or ſome unſkilfyl- || 
and unfaithful Emperick ſhall. be ſent for, to ſow. 
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3. How for mourn for Sin upon Spiritual Ae- 
Ee N. their N A ene e good 
and gracious Gop, who hath done ſo much for 
them, ) doth not chiefly cut their Hearts; Again/t 
Thee, Thee enly have I finned, and done this Evil in 
Y Sizht; but perhaps they are troubled for wrong- 
ing themſelves, endangering themſclves. They 
cry a Dozs, when they have done a Fault, they 
Ter the Whip, and ſo they howl. | 


g. Ho w*'m-ny mourn. for their Sins, yet live in the 
£6:::inued Practice of theni? Notwithſtanding their 
Tears, . yet their Hearts are in League with their 
Luſts: Few, whilſt mourning for their Sins, are 
careful which Way Gop may have Satisfaction 
for the Injuries, that have been done unto Him: 
The Mourning of many laſts no longer than the 
Trouble of Conſcience ; as ſoon as the Guilt of Sin 
is removed, (as they hope) their Mourning ceaſeth, 
though the Strength of Sin be as great as ever. 


5. AMONG the Multitudes prof ſſing Religion, 
Ni many ſeek for Grace, in order to thair Cert ?. 
( Joy, Peace, Comfort, being their great Er Y 
Wo few [:ek for Comfort in order to Grace? ©: 


ay 
* 6. How. few mourn far their ſighting of Chriſt ?. 
t is more natural, and fo more eaſy to mourn. for. 
Sins againſt the Lato, than thoſe againſt Chri/t and | 
his Goſpel; ) Therefore if there be many Tears 
ſhed for Neglect of Prayer, for Theſt, Perjury, 
&c. yet how few are found mourning for under- 
valuing and rejecting Chri//? Whoſe Soul cries out, 
« O! how unkind have I been to Chr? O! that 
< he ſhould come out of his Father's Boſom for 
« me, come under the Law, yea dye for me; and 
<<. yet I ſhould keep Him out of Doors; that the Son 
„ of Go p, that the Brightneſs of the Fathers 
ha bY oa n L * « Gly,” 
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« Ghry, and the expreſs = eſs Image kings of his Perſon, the 
« Uphalier of all Things ord of bis Power, 
« when He had by 25 . our Sn, and ſat 
« down on the Rigbt- hand of the Majefly on high, 
« ſhould ſtoop ſo fo, as to „land at the Door, and 
« Fnock, and yet that 1 ſhould not let Him in; 
46 break Heart, break into ſmall Duſt, be trem-- 
« bling all over for 3 Unkindneſſes to ſo great, 
« ſo rich, fo riend. O Wretch that F 
4 have been! — myſelf in Duſt before Thee.” 
1 meet with Jeri of theſe Mourners, 


Their Tenorance of Chriſt : Their ſerving 
their Turns of Chriſt: Their making baſe | 
Cape tulati ons with Chriſt. 


OW many are ignorant: of Chriſt, and. of 

what Uſe He is to 12 Souls? They 
now no more the Gift of Gop, than the Samaritan 
1 did; they know not what an excellent 
Gift Cbrift is, that He is the Fountain of living Ma- 
ter, and therefore aft nothing of Him. How few, 
know Chriſt to be their only Life? If you did be- 
lieve, that He that hath the Son, hath Life; and He, 
that hath not the Son of Gon, hath vt Life : And 
that tobeſo findeth Me (Chriſt) findeth 5 and 
ſhall obtain Favour of the Lox D. But he that finneth 
againſt Me (Chriſt) wrongeth bis own Soul; all they 
that hate Me Chriſt) he Death: Upon ſuch a 
Conviction, what would you not give for Life d 
Eſau will part with his Birth-right, to} ee his 
mw | The Woman will part with all her Eflate 


23 to 


tg 
n 


30 A Gofpel-Glaſs: Or, 


to recover Health, and to ſecure herſelf from the. 
Grave. Of all Bleſſings we value Life ig but 
few have ſuch Eſteem of ri. Few can ſay, as 
Paul, What Things were Gain to me, thoſe I counted. 
Le for Chriſt ; yea doubtleſs, and I count all Things. 
but Loſs; for the Excellency of the Knowledge of Chriſt. 
Jeſus my Lox D; for whom I have ſuffered the Loſs. 
of all Things, and do count them but Dung, thut I 


may win Chriſt. Or with David, I hom have I in. 


Heaven but Thee? and there is none pon Earth that. 
T defire tefides Thee. Few look on Chrift. as the. 
Original of their Life, that they muſt Ide, move, 
and their Being in Chriſt, and from Chriſt a- 

lone; that. they are dead without Him; and. hence 
their Deſires are not after Him. If you knew, that 
you want Chrift more than Bread and Water, then 
would you cry out, LorD, give me Chrift, None 
hut Cr, None but Chrift, in Him is my Helps 
wr Him is my Salvation. He is, the Author of all 
our goad Affections, and of all our gracious: Abi- 
lities; but alas! blind' Man fees him not in Ins 


Uſefulneſs. Men muſt dye, and be damned, with- 


out Chri/i; but they know it not, they know no 
Good that Cbriſt is, and no Good that. Chrift: 
brings. e r 2 


. . 4 


-SECONDLY, How: mazy:ſerve their Turns. ef 


Chriſt, cloſe. with Chrift- for their own Ends? 
When Men have ſerved their Turns, one of ano- 
ther, away they go; . ſo theſe, Troubles they have, 
and Eaſe they would have; they have ſtayed off 
from Chr:/? as long as they could; they have tryed: 
One, they will not do; they have 
tryed 

in the Terror of their Spirits, they muſt have 
. Chrift, ſo much of Him, as may give them Quiet 
and Reſt. Men are weary of the Fetters, wherein. 
they are held under the Law; they would. fain be. 


_ 


uties, they will give no Reſt; and therefore, 


delivered 


within me bleſs his boly Name. But 1 fear Chris 


- @ Call to Repentance. JF 


delivered: from Satan that torments them, and from 


the Sins that now: ſtare them in the Face; they 
groan under the Weight of the Wrath of Gop,-. 
but not under the Body of Sin; Satan, as a Tor- 
mentor, is un-welcome,. but as a Tempter,: is ſtill. 
liked well enough, O] I am afraid I ſhall go to 
Hell. O! it there be no other Way to eſcape 
« but through Chri/, O] then for Chrift, then 
« Sermons and Miniſters are welcome, in Hopes 
„of bringing in (not ſo much Chri/, as) Peace 
te. and Comfort to the troubled Spirit.” So that Men 
uſe Chriſt as ſick Men take Meat, not ſor Love of. 
it, or Liking to it. (for their Stomachs riſe againſt 
it) but for Fear of Death, which makes them force 
themſelves to eat. Though many come to Chriſi, 
it. is by Conſtraint, not willingly ; not with. De- 
light, not as an healthy Man comes to a full Fable 
to feed with Pleaſure. Many to avoid a greater 
Miſchief, to avoid Damnation, to avoid eternal 
Torments, will to Chriſt in their ſore Extremities; 
they will then make large Confeſſions, take up 
great Reſolutions againſt their Sins, pray to Gop-. 
as they never prayed before; but upon Eaſe to the 


impoſtumed Matter, upon Recoveries out of their 
Troubles, they become, if not profane, yet world- 


ly and negligent of Chriſt, his Perſon, his Laws, 
his Concernmentnas. 


I APPEAL to thy Conſcience, whether Chriſ be 
valued, be look'd after, fave in a Strait? When 
Trouble is upon thee, then this Phyſician is ſent 
for; but when the Pang is over, the Phyſician's 
Company is toa chargeable, is no Way deſirable; 
the ſuoner he turns his Back, the better. Is it not 
ſa? If Chrift in the Day as well, as in the Night, 
lies chief between thy Breaſts, thou haſt cauſe to 
ſay, Bleſs the LoRD, O ny Soul, and all that is 


* 
22 In 
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in the Time of Contagion ſhall go for ſomething; 


but Chriftin Days of Health and Eaſe ſhall be va- 
lued no more than a meer Cipher. It is one Thing 
to take Chriſt, to pacify the Conſcience anda nother to 
take him to purify the Heart, 


 TrnirDLY, How many have baſe Captulations 
tenth Chriſt? Many come runzing to Chriſt and aft 
Him, (as the Man in the Goſpel) Good _—_ 
cobat Hall I do, that I may inberit eternal Life ? 


Chriſt tells him and them, Go thy May, ſell what- 
faever thou baft, and give io the Poor, and thou _ | 
| up \ the 
| Croſs, and follow Ae: But as he, fo they are diſ- 
contented: And be was ſad at that Saying, and 
went away grieved, for he had great Peſſeſſions. 
Undoubtedly many have ſome Glimpſe of Chris 


have Treaſure in Heaven; and come, take 


Glory, and run to Chriſt, whilſt others deride Him; 
but like not the Price that Chriſ ſets; They 
ö han Chrift on their own Terms. Chris 


Terms are to have the Heart; My Son, give me thy 
Heart : Do not lend it only, but give, give it chearfully, 


give me it now: Give Me 4 to be fra- 
med and faſhioned by Me, to 


for Thee 


Bur alas! how ſhamefully do we break with- 
Chriſt? We are content to give Chrift the Body, 


the outward Man, the Ear, the Tongue, the Head, 


ed by Me; be no longer thine own, Give me 
thine Heart, do not keep it to thyſelf: Lay up and 
leave thine Heart in my Hand, for me to keep it-- 


but we reſerve our Hearts for the Service of the- 


World and of Sin: Or if we are perſuaded to give 
the Heart; yet it is but a divided Heart, not the 


whole Heart: Thou | ſhalt love the Lox D thy GOD 


with all thine Heart, ſaith Chriſt; but Pride, Cove- 
touſneſs, or Voluptuouſneſs have a Share. Few-- 


ſee 


I 
( 
; 
( 
4 
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ſce themſelves ſo miſerable without Chriſt, as to 
come up to the Price; they will not treat with 
Chrift, unleſs they may have the Pleaſure of Sin, 
and may fulfill the Luſts of the Fleſh ; but if Con- 
ſcience be difquieted, and troubleſome, then they 
make new Offers; they will leave many Sins, they 
will except but one: If one Sin and Cbri may 
ſhare the Heart betwtixt them, the Man is content- 
ed; but fzw are contented, that every "Knee ſhould 
beto, that every Sin be parted from. If the Con- 
ſcience be not quiet upon this; then, as Mariners 
throw overboard their Goads, their Jewels, their 
Bales of Silk, in a Tempeſt, to eaſe. the Veſſel, 
which they wiſh for in a Calm, and labour to fetch 
up again: So many will part from all the Practice 
of Sin, throw all over-board, though much againſt 
their Wills, in hopes of riding out the Storm, and 
then wiſh for their Luſts again, yea, with the Dog, 
return unto. the Vom ite 8 


AGAIN, many like ſomewhat. of Chrift, but 
not all of Chrift ; they like his Heaven, but not his 
Commandments ; his Sacrifice, hut not his Ser 
vice. 'They would take of his Mercy, his Peace, 
but not his Grace, his Holineſs. What faith Chrift? 
« If you will have my Comforts,” you muſt have 
«© Me too; if my Pardons, my Perſon too; you 
« muſt take Me as well as mine; you muſt 
„ have Me, as well as my Heaven. This makes 
« many go away forrowful.” 


AGAIN, © If you will have Me (faith Chriſt) 
« you muſt be at ſome Coſt, at ſome Pains and 
„Trouble to enjoy me: Nothing of Me, or Mine 
is got without Difficulty and Induſtry ; your cold 
* Prayers will not ſuffice, your lazy Hearings are not 
enough; you mult watch your Hearts all the 


Day long, yu muft make a Covenant with your Eyes 


« and 


+» 
' 4 
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ce the People of 
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& and keep your Lips, as a tuith Bridle. Are ye 
content: "Oh no (ſaith the Slothfull) I would 
« go to Heaven on à Feather-bed, I would be 
« content to pray now and then, Morning and 
% Evening, fo I may be at ny own on all 


e the following Hours. 


** Tux All I expect you part with (aich 
« Chriſt). 1. All your 220 Lis, all the Ways 
of the old Adam. 2. ur worldly Advan- 
„ tages. By Faith Moſes, mo he was come to 
« Years, * ro be called the Son of Pharaoh's 
<« Daughter ; ＋ rather to fuffer ion with 
op, than to emey the Pliaſures e 
<« Sin fer a Seaſen; If any Man come te Me, and 
Hate not bis Father and Mother, and Wife, and 
« Children, and Brethren, and Sifters, F xg and bis 
« o] Life alſo, he cannot be my Diſciple. He that 
« hath all theſe muſt be feady to part with all: 


„ 3. All Self, Self. will, Self-righteouſneſs, Self- ſuſſi- 


4 eiency, confidence, and Self- ſeekings. Eut 


& Oh! how do many Pretenders to Crit dale | 


4 theſe h 
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row mam delay is their corting to Seid l 1 
And O] what Indignities are herein pu 
upon 


im? How long doth He ſtand at the Doors 


of Sinners, ere they let Him in. My Head I 
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Drops of the Night. Though He limit Sinners to 
a Day, To-day if you will hear his Voice, Though 
our Life be even a 2 that appeareth for a little 
Time, and then vaniſheth away, ready every Mo- 
ment to expire; 3 we muſt needs be damned, 
if we believe not in Him before we die; though 
now is the accepted Time; though the Spirit may 
never invite more : Though we are not ſure of 
one Day of Grace more ; yet how do many ha- 
zard their Eternity, rather than they will be — x 
beholding to Chri/t for Life and Salvation? Tho”. 
they may have his Righteouſneſs, his Redemption, - 
his Spirit, his Image, his Heaven, his Glory, his 
Love, his Inheritance by coming to Him; 71 
what trifling Delays are Mens Hearts filled with? 
Though they are actually condemned by the Law 
for their capital Offences, far High- Treaſon a- 
gainſt the Majeſty of Heaven, and Pardons be of- 
fered freely by Jeſus Chri/?, if they will but ac- 
cept of Him and them; yet ſo is Chi fallen in 
the Account of them, who yet are called Chriſti- 
ans, that they will hazard their Souls, rather than 
they will yet be ſo much beholden to _ 
This deſperate Enmity againſt Ghriff and his Of- 
fers is the condemning Sin. This is the Condemna- 


tion, that Light is come into the Mori, and Men 


Joved Darkneſs rather than Light. All other Sins 
are nothing to this; what? When Cop hath li- 
mitted thee to a Day, wilt thou, dareſt thou, 
careleſiy miſpend that one Day, when thou art not 
ſure another? How dareſt thou, having ſo 

many Ways tranſgreſſed againſt this Gop, having 
provoked him to Wrath by fo frequent Breaches 
of his holy Law, to add to all theſe Iniquities 3 
triſling Delays of coming into Chris, that thou 

mayſt be pardoned ? How doſt thou, when lying 
under the Wrath of a 0 4 incenſed Gop, fend 


away Chri/t, as Felix did Pau, with Go thy Way 
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nient Seaſon ? Is it then, when thou haſt ſerved 


the Devil ſome Weeks, Months, or Years, longer ? 


When thou haſt ſpent all the Flower of thy Time 
and. Strength in the Service of Hell? Muſt then 
Cbriſt have the Dregs of thy Time? Muſt he 


have nothing but Satan's Leavings ? Doubtleſs for 


theſe Delays is Chri/”s Wrath ready to be pour'd 


out upon this Nation to the uttermoſt. The Lonp 


Ixsus all be revealed from Heaven, in flaming Fire, 


taking Vengeance on them that obey not the Goſpel of 


er Lok Jeſus Chriſt. By delaying to hearken 
to Chriſt's Calls and Invitations, thou telleſt Chri/# 
to his Face that He is not altogether lovely, that 
He is not the faireſt of ten Thouſand, that there 


is ſomewhat in Sin's Service and the Devil's, that 


is more deſirable than can be had in His. ButGop 


alone knows, how ſoon, his Spirit ſhall ceaſe ſtriv- 
ing with theſe poor Souls, and how long they 


ſhall be within a Capacity of obeying the hea- 


venly Call. - The Jeuus have a Rule, that if a 
Man vows any Service to Gon before he dies, he 
muſt do. it preſently, becauſe he may die 7 


Death and Hell are deſcribed coming on Ho 


back in ſull Speed: Aſk thyſelf therefore Fere- - 
miab's Queſtion, Can I out run theſe "Horſemen ? - 
However, through the wonderful Averſeneſs there 
is in Mens Hearts from Chrift, they ſtay and lin- 


ger, like Lot in Sodom, that if Gop do not work 


. a Miracle upon them, and for them, they will pe- 


riſh in the Flames. One hath a Wife, another a 


Yoke of Oxen, all of them ſome Buſineſs or 


other to detain them for the preſent from Chriſi. 


There are ſcveral Sorts of theſe delaying Pro- 


4 


this Time, when I have a convenient Seaſon, J 
will call for thee : When, Wretch, is that conve- 
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1. SOME from their Love to their Lufts, and to the 
Senſualities, which they fear, when they are under 
Chriſt's Yoke, they ſhall be bereaved , delay coming 
zo Chriſt, Sin hath ſo rooted itſelf in their Hearts 
and Affections, that they are loth to take a final 
Farewell thereof, loth to mortify their earthly 
Members : Sin is ſo prevalent with them, that 
they had rather part from their Right-Eye, Hand, 
ind F oot, than part from their Sins; hence they 
choke their Convictions [what they can, admit of 
any Pleaſures and Diverſions, to wear, out the. 
Impreſſions that are made in their Conſciences, 
that they may ſtill lodge Sin in their Boſoms, and 
not come to Chriſt; hence they labour to quench. 
the Spirit of Gop, and will not uſe the Means, 
whereby they may be fully converted to Chrift.. 
They pretend they are deſirous of Chri/t, only they 
doubt whether Chriſt is willing to receive them 3 
but that which lieth at the Bottom is this, they are 
loth to leave their darling Luſts, and loth to pray 
and watch their Hearts, and to do what Gop re- 
uires and —_— at their Hands, in order to 
nyerfion. You may imagine Gon is highly 
provoked hereby; for GoD to ſend his Son unta. 
you, the beſt Jewel. that ever lay in his Boſom 
and for you to n and undervalue Him, and. 
prefer * * | 3 . it is 2 — 
gument, that you never ſaw Sin aright, anc 
you do not 82 Gop in lis Biteotee of the 
Glory of his Son. You do not believe you are 
ſo miſerable without Chriſi, as indeed 
you-ſlight the greateſt Gift, that ever Gon con- 
ferred upon the Children of Men ; you make void. 
he grooms of Gop, all the Thoughes of 
his Wiſdom and Grace, in contriving ſuch à Way, 
by Jeſut Chrift, to ſave you from Wrath to come 3 
alſo th i of God, for 


yaw S 
ſurely (aich Gop) they vill reverence my Son ; 
whereas 
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ned not only againſt the Law, but 
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whereas, by your trifling Delays, you tell Gop 


and Men, that you believe not any dvantage you 


ſhall have by the Son of Gop ; you think it will 


be to your Loſs, to receive in the Logp of 


wy 


2. Oran s, in Imitation of the old Adam, believe 


the Devil before Gop, credit his 5 be- 
nd all Gop's Diſcoveries. | what a 
lack-grain'd Sin is this ? Saith the Devil, 
have ſinned againſt Light, and therefore Chriſt will 
not favour you. Sai 
fake his May, and his Thoughts, and I will abun- 
dantly pardon. Saith the Devil, You have ſinned 
hae than others, you have provoked Gop ex- 
ceedingly, and therefore never hope for ſaving Be- 


nefit by Chriſt's Death: Saith Gop, Ceaſe to do 


Evil, learn to do Well, come naw, and let us reaſon 

together, though your Nr Be as Scarlet, they ſhall be 
as white-as Snow.  Saith the Devil, You have ſin- 
againſt the Goſ- 

pe}; you have neglected Chri/t: Saith Gop, Every 
on againſt the Son of” Man ſhall be forgiven... 
Satan,” You have no Right to CHriſi, it is in vain 
tb come: Saith God, / ee ver belicveth hall not 


periſh. Saith Satan, Cop never intended you Good, 


youare a Veſſel of Diſhonour : Saith Gop, 4s 7 


tive, I defire not the: Death of Sinner, but that he 


tun and live. Now I p pray conſider, whether 
Gop takes it kindly at your Hands, that you 
ſhould lay more Weight on the Father of Lies, 
than on the faithful Gop, who hath 
= lie; who muſt "ceaſe to be 
Moment, wherein He ceaſeth to be true. 


Fol believe the Enemy more than the e of a 


what aProvocation is this: aka coke : 
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Gop, Let the Wicked for- 


Saith 


ſed, and 
ob in that 
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OTHnzRs, through the Pride jd their Hearts, 


4 Call to Repentance. 


wil not come (as yet) unto Chriſt. They have no 
Mind to ſubmit to the Righteouſneſs of Faith. He js 
| a proud Man who when condemned will not ſub- 
mit, will not ſtoop ſo low as to accept of a Pardon. 
I muſt indeed correct myſelf; Men are willing to 
be juſtified; but they would have their Duties to 
purchaſe the Faveur of Gop; they ſcorn to be be- 
holden to Chri/t. Thouſands will die and be dam- 
ned rather than they will have a Pardon upon the 
ſole Account of Chriſts Merits and Obedience. 
O the curſed Pride of the Heart! When will Men 
ceaſe to be wiſer than God? To limit Gop? 
When will Men be content with Gop's Method 
of ſaving them by the Blood of the Everlaſting 
Covenant? How dare Men thus to preſcribe to the 
infinitely wiſe Gop? Is it not enough for thee 
that thy Deſtruction is of thyfelſ? But muſt thy 
Salvation be of thyſelf too? Vit be damned unleſs 
thou mayſi be thine own Saviour? Go is willing. 
Art thou ſo proud, as that thou wilt not be behold : 
en to Gop? Thou wilt deſerve, or have nothing; 

and fo ſcorneſt to ſubmit to Gop's Methods Br 
Salvation by Cbriſt and his Righteouſneſs alone. 


4. OTnas, thro their Ignorance and Weakneſs 
Ray off from Chriſt, in Hopes of working that, which 
cannot be wrought without Chriſt. Could they ſee 
all their Sins ſubdued, were their Hearts more 
prepared to lodge ſo great a Friend, they would 
then cloſe with the Promiſes; whereas they ſhould 
come to Cbhriſt, as ſoon as they apprehend they are 
poor, blind, and naked. But alas ! a Sight of their 
Wants, is a Bar to their Coming. They would 
have the Fruit firſt, and then the Tree; hape 
their Hearts purified, and then come to Chriſt. 
Gon, comes, by his Spirit, to "convince them of 
ba > + their 
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their ſinful Nature on Purpoſe, that ſeeing their Ne- 
ceſſity of Chri/t, they might fly to Him, as their 
City of Refuge, and they are driven farther off by 
the Sight of their Sins and Unworthineſs: Where- | 
as they ſhould come to Chrift, as to a Magazine 
and Store-houſe, and wait on Him, in the Uſe of 
Means, for the broken Heart, the pure Heart, and 

all other ſpiritual Mercies, which their Souls are 
yet deſtitute of. O faithleſs Generation, How long 
all I be with you, How long ſhall I ſuffer you? 
"Cbrift is put to the utmoſt of his Patience, to bear 
J *.: Aer on BO | 


5. OTntxrs, through ſome Kind of ſeeming Ma- 
' deftly and Tenderneſs, delay coming to Chriſt. They 
are afraid of ab ung the Holineſs and Juſtice of 
God, if they ſhould hope for any Privilege in the 
Blood of Chriſt, n Me ai 
* proud Wretch, an unclean Wretch, an Enemy to 
4 Gop, a Slighter of his Spirit? I deſerve no- 
4. thing but Hell, what Heaven for me? I have 
4 affronted the Majeſty of the great Gop, and 
d what? This Gop beſtow Chri on me! Who 
C can believe, that the juſt Gop, who turned the 
_«« glorious Angels to Hell for one Tranſgreſſion, 
4 will love me, who have committed more Sins in 
Number, than the Hairs on my Head, than the 
«© Sands on the Sea-ſhore? And what, Mercy for 
«© me? Shall I have Gr? Will Chrift accept 
«© of me, who have wronged Him ſor ſo manyYears 


together? ; 


Ol how long doth many an awaken'd Soul hang 
} in Doubts and Fears, ere it will venture upon 
= * Chri/?s Graciouſneſs alone; and then, when the 
# Soul hath long ſtood out, the Fears increaſe. «1 
41 . « haye-xcfuſed Chriſt ſo long; to all my Hoe: 
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4 Tranſgreſſions I have added this, my putting off 
« Chriſt and Salvation, when freely tendered, and 
cc therefore ſure I may not now come.” And now 
if Chriſt offers them Mercy, ſtill they are fearful; 
they cannot believe that CH is ſerious and real. 
O! by theſe Jealouſies of Chriſi, you provoke Him 
not a little. You are ready to ſay, This is too 

news to be true: What is this, but to ſay The 
Goſpel is falſe, it is no true and faithful Word; it 
is not to be received with all Acceptation, that Teſus 
Chrift came into the World to ſave the — - 
Sinners. This is the great Sin that made 
You ſeldom fimd Chrift weeping over the hs 
of the World; I find him not weeping over Sodom 
and Canis. but if Jeruſalem refuſe Chriſt, this 
makes him weep ind eruſalem, Jeruſalem, O 
if thou hadſt known, even thou, at 170 in this thy 
Day, the Things that concern thy Peace! It troubles 
Chrift to ſee thee to go about to make Gon a Ly- 
ar, and to be denied thy Affections, for whoſe 
Sake he ſubmitted to his Father's Frowns. O! this 
Sin of Unbelief hath great Unkindnefs in it, and 


therefore no Wonder if Chriſt upbraids for it. A 
Man is properly upbraided, when the Kindneſs 
that hath been done to him, is revealed to him, to- 
257 with his Ungratefulneſs. But what ſhall I 


? So far are Souls from coming to Chriſt, that 


they do ſeldom heal this Sin, — ſeldom ſeek to 
Gop for Power againſt it; and though Men pretend 


al 5 come to Chrift, yet the Truth i the 
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CHAP. VII 


Their taking Chriſt parti ally: N. ;tbout 
" conjugal Affections: And without con- 


* firing the Gal thy wy be 


TF at length Men are perſuaded to come to Chrif 
yet 55 take him partially, both as King, Prophet, 
| and Prieſt. Ai their King. They are centented 
he ſhall rule in many Things, but not in all. Some 
Part of Chri/”s Commandments they will ſubmit tog 
they pick and chooſe : Here they will obey, in a- | 
2 Thing I pray have me excuſed: ew are 
n to ſay, Any Thing Lon, I am called to 
dot, (as the Man of the Eaſt was) ready to go 
ai "Thee to the Ends of the Earth. At their Pro- | 
Here. they divide too; many Things they IU 


75 learn of but the 7h : Partly lean to 


their own Underftandings. are alſo, partial. in 
their Cloſe with G as their rieft, - They hop 
to be ſaved partly by his Meditation, and 
by their own. As the Papiſts, ſo. many Proteſtants ; 
be for a divided Chriñ; few are for —— Chrift ll _. 
alone, ſo as to renounce all other Lox 's who have | 
had Dominion over them, and to count all other 
Teachers beſides Chriſt as vain, and weak. Few 
renounce all their own Righteouſneſs, as Dung, 
to put the Crown on Chri/7s Head alone, to make 


Grits alone Mediator, heir alone intern 
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How many hope to be pardoned, 2 by Chrifh 
and partly by their new Obedience ? 2 

Title to Gop, Heaven, and Glory partly on Chr 755 
Merits, and partly on their own Deſerts; few 
whoſe Hopes are founded on Chri/?'s Satisfaction 
alone: Their Hopes of Acceptance with Gop are 
more from their Reformations, than from Chris 
entring within the Vail: If they have Peace of 
Conſcience, they aſcribe it to their Prayers, rather 


than to Chri/f's nterceſſion, and if they Pray in ſe- 


cret in their Cloſet, and in their Family too, when 
both before were neglected, they hope ad Wage paſs J 
this Bridge to Heaven; but if it 

will ſet Chri/t to patch up what is wantin 24 
they may land on the other Shore.” Chr: "is ll 
uſed only upon Neceſſity, and to make up the want. 
of Gmeghat elſe ;. but very few dare reſt on the 
Merits of Chri/t 2 LAY To few, is Chriſt made of” 
Gop Wiſdom, Righteouſnzfs, Sandiification, and Re- 
demption. But let me tell you, You muſt receive 
Chrift entirely, all Chris and all of Chi, or you 
are not Chriſti haye a Name to live. 
Theſe are indi 1 die Nun on which CHI, 
will inſiſt, All or None; - Chri/# as a Refiner, as 
well as a e W as a , * well 12 


Ae 


3 If men, are perſtaded in che Hor- 
rour of their Spirits to take Cbriſi as Prieft, Pro- 


| cp and King, as a meer Shift, to eſcape their Trou- 


and . et e and off fremChriſt 


61 an Huſband ey have not NY Lp Affections 
to Ku, Aber their Hearts arg not brought over to Him, 
they receive Him not 28 Fheir Boſoms, into their 


choiceſt Aﬀections. Chr . 12 85 the chief Cor- 
ver- Stone; ; whexeas to wa hat belie ve He is pre- 


xceedi i ] TL) CHU. 
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termined to know nothing ſave Chri/?, and Him 
Crucified. One Chrift was enough to take up 
Paul*s Thoughts to Eternity; he did not care what 
he was ignorant of, ſo he knew 1. Though 
he was brought up at Gamalie/s Feet, he laid 
down all his Khowledge at his Feet. | 


I. ARE your Hearts ſo drawn to Chriſt, as to count 
him the moſt neceſſary Good in all the Warld; and 
all other Things to be but Adjuncts, ſo that you 
are able to live without them, but not without 
Chrift? Liberty is ſweet to a Believer; but he can 
live in a Priſon, yea and ſing there, if Chri/t be 
within the Grate! Bread is ſweet, but he can live 
in a Wilderneſs (a deſolate houling Defart) and ang 
there too, as Moſes did, if Chriſt be there, yea an 
prefer it before Canaan. A Wilderneſs with Chri 
is more precious than a Canaan without Him. 
ye were true Believers, the World would not be 
accounted among the Neceſſaries. One Thing is 
neceſſary; One, not many. Other Things may a 
little refreſh ; but Chri/t is the Neceſſary,  _—© 


2. Is He in à Senſe the only Good to your Souls? Ts 
nothing elſe good ſeparated from Chriſt? Give a Be- 
liever what you will without Chriſt, it weighs no- 
thing; be droops, as the Mary-gold, when the 
Sun withdraws. There is none good but Chrift ; 
Riches are miſcall'd Goods: They are not good 
fave as they relate to Ehriff, as they come from 
Chrift, from that Boſom of Love, and as they ad- 
vance briſs, and bring Chrift and the Soul to near- 
er Communion. If the World in its Glory, and 
Fulneſs, hinder communion with Chri/t, by dead- 
ning, 2 and diſtracting the Heart, it becomes 
à Burthen: He is bur with Friends, Rela- 
tions, Enjoyments of all Sorts, that rob bim of 
Chriſt, that eclipſe the Face of the Sun 1 
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ouſneſs, through their unhappy Interpoſals. bat 
was Gain is counted Loſs. As he enjoyeth much or 
little of Chriſi, he laughs, or weeps, he riſeth or 
falleth. In Chriſt are Riches, Honours and Friends; 
yea Prayers, Sermons, Sacraments, The LoRD is 
the Temple; He is all Things, and in all Things? 
not only by Way of Merit, whatever they have, or 
expect, is on Chri/?'s Account; not only by Way 
of Conveyance, through Him we have all Good 
communicated; not only by Way of Caufality, 
as He worketh in all; but He is all virtually, He is 
inftead of all Things to them, He makes up the 
Defe&t of all Things. If no Eſtate, no Friends, 
no Liberty, 2 et Dy, Believer Ver a 
nothing. As having nothing; and yet - poſſeſſing « 

Things, Thus "4 Wold told "hi Le utor, 
when he threatned her, to deprive her of her Huſ- 
band, Chriſt is my Huſband. Look to your Aﬀec- 
tions, and then you will have cauſe to ery, My 


SEVENTHLY, How few Chriſtians have, in clofin 
with Chriſt, conſidered the Caſt they may be at ? They 
were told of the Croſs, but the Croſs was at a great 
Diſtance, and Things, when remote, ſeem little. 
How many little ſtudy the Import of that Word 


"Croſs? What a ſhameful, painſul, tedious Death 


it imports? Something of Trouble they would un- 
dergo for Chri/t, but really they never thought of 
dying for Chr:/?, of ſpilling their Hearts Blood for 
Chrift : So that they did not cloſe with Chrift un- 
aerftandingly; either they were ignorant of Chriſt's 
Perſon, or of the Conſequents of cloſing with Him; 
that they ſhould be hated of all men for his Name 
fake; that they muſt through much Tribulation enter 
into his Kingdom; that they ſhall be put out of the 
Synagogues, and that the Time cometh, that whoſoev- 


er hilleth them, will think be dath Gon Service. 


Hence 
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Hence when unexpectedly the Rain deſcends, the Flood: 
come, and the Winds blow and beat upon their Houſes, 
(the ſtately ſpiritual Buildings, which they have 

deen erecting) they not only totter, but fall; and 
great is their Fall. How many in ſuch Times 

put away a good Conſcienct, and concerning Faith 
have made Ship-wreck? How many are Trees, whoſe 

Fruit withereth, without Fruit twice dead, plucked up 
by the Roots ? They ſee not that the Riches of Chriſt 
will make them amends for all the Loſſes and Perils; 

they cannot ballance the Troubles of the Fleſh 
with the Comforts of the Spirit; the preſent. evil 

Things, with the future Inheritance in Heaven: 

Theſe poor Souls (O that my Heart could bleed 
for them] were willing to come up to ſome of 
Chriff's Terms, to loſe a little, nay, to Fo man 
Things, but they cannot endure to loſe Life. 2 

my Soul! weep in ſecret for them, Gop will not 

abate a Point of what He requires, He expects that 
we take uþ the croſs daily, that we hate Life itſelf, 
as well as whatſoever elſe is near and dear unto us. 

The Conditions are irreverſible, he will never ſtoop 

lower. This makes many a Man to go away ſor- 
rowful. I beſcech thee, Reader, to go over with the 
Work of Converſion again, now the Croſs is in 
Sight, now Tribulation ariſeth : Now let him ſee, 
Whether Chri/? is better than Name, Liberty, 
Friends, Relations, Lively-hood,: and Life itſelf ; 
and whether he can believe, that he that will /ave 
bis Liſe Hall loſe it, and he that 'will loſe his Life 
for Chriſt's Sake, ſball find it, and that with Ad- 
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Ml Their ſhuffling together falſe Sign of 
1 ching with GR. 

05 ow many ſhuffle together a Company Y 


falſe Signs of cloſing with Chri/t? How do 
they count them true and infallible, which 
= are not ſo; and fo deceive themſelves, as if they 
had Chri/t, and real Grace within them? Excule 
me, if I bring in ſome of their RICA * n 1 
them ayes: . 


1. 1 ſee a "ON in the Church and People of 
op. So did Balaam. How goodly are thy Tents, . 
: 4 and thy Tabernacles, 0 Ijrael! As the © 
Valleys are they ſpread forth, as Gardens by the Ri- 
ver Sides, and as Cedar trees yu ſdes the Waters. 


2. 1 have ſome Sights. of another World, and 
re to ſpend an Eternity with the Saints. 80 had 


ee, Balaam, and did not he deſire ſo much? Let me die 
|; be Death of the Righteout, and let my loft End be 
— the his, = 

. 3. Wrexl think of the D 2 of Fudgnenty len 


"ed with it, whereas LOO was ſottiſn and 
cure. So was Felix, As (Paul) reaſoned of Righ- , 
922 en. and ee to * Felix 

remp| ed. 8 ; 1 


Im an reer e ſo thou * 
_ 1 too, thou 1 not only . 
e OD's 


48 AOL: Or, © 

God's Will, and approve the Things that are more 
excellent, being inflructed out of the Law, but confi- 
dent that thou thyſelf art a Guide of the Blind, a 
Light of them which are in Darkneſs, an Inſtructor 
of the Fooliſh, .a Teacher of Babes, which haſt the 
orm of Knowledge, and of the Truth in the ; 

and yet fall ſhort of Chri/t, and of Heaven. . 


5. I live inoffenſively, none can lay any Thing 
to my Charge. But was not Paul, touching. the 
Righteouſneſs which is in the Law blameleſ5? At the 
ſame Time he was perſecuting the Church of Gon? 
6. Thave obeyed the Commandments of Gop for a 
long Time. So had the young Man in the Goſpel ; he 
faid unto Crit, All theſe Things I have kept from 
my Youth up ? | | 


' 5. I bave Foy in the Ordinances of Gov, theWord 
of the Lord is ſweet and ious, I know the 
Time when it was not ſo. But did not Merad hear 


the Word of Gop glad? : 0h 
And therefore is it not Hell? 15 be ill enough, 


if thou haſt no better Evidence. ¶ ben you make 
mum Prayers (when you multiply Prayer, when you 
add Prayer to Prayer) yet 7 will not hear. 


„ I- conſult Minifters for my Soul, and have 
high” Attainments. But whercin doſt thou go be- 
yone thoſe, of whom it is ſaid, They ſeek me daily, 
and delight to know my Ways; as a Nation that did 
Righteouſneſs, and for ſoal net the Ordinance of their 
Gon; they aſe of me the Ordinances of Juſtice; th 
tale Delight in approaching to Gop? If thou h 
not better Thing than theſe, thou haſt not = 
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ingly cloſed with Jeu Chri/t ; for as yet thou 
haſt nothing that accompanieth Salvation; from 
which Salvation cannot be ſeparated. | 


O! I cannot but pity* theſe Alme/i-Chri/ttans. 
Almoſt Chriſtians, and almoſt Saved. I may ſay 
they are not far from the Kingdom of Gop, and 

yet ina Senſe they are farther,than any others. Our 

great Difficulty is to undeceive theſe, I mean to take 

8 off theſe Fig- leaves with which they have covered 
be themſelves, It is hard work to perſuade a proud 
„% I Phariſee, that all his Righteouſneſs will not ſteed 
him, that he muſt fling away all, that he muſt 

have ſomething elſe to ſhew for Heaven and Glory. 

4 How have Men fled in our Faces, when we have 
de told them, that 7 they have nothing that is eſ- 
ſential to a Chriſtian, no more than a Picture hath 

of the Eſſence of a Man? You may imaginea Man, 
that hath beſtown 20 or 30 Years in building, how 
loth is he to pull down all again: Though he fears 
he the Foundation is but on the Sands; he will rather 
ar Il venture, than begin all anew: He is even aſhamed: 
to unravell all the Clue of his ungrounded Con- 
fidences. What begin upon a new Bottom? No, 

us not he; and fo Chrif and he part. He takes his 
h. ſuppoſed Grace to be Chriſt, or at leaſt, that there 
ke © muſt be Chriſs, where ſuch Changes are, and ſo 
ou "i cries out, Soul take thine E 22 thou haſt Goods laid 
up for many Years, yea for Eternity. 6 
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Their Ungodlineſs : Their Ignorance : Their 


Errors, Ge. 


AvE rot many who profeſſed Religion been 1 


godly Men, ar:Be;, Men without Worſhip ? If 
to deny or withold any Part of that Honour, that 
is due to Gop, be Ungodlineſs; how much Un- 


godlineſs hath there been, and is there ſtill a- 


mong us? Which of us hath not been guilty of 
not giving Gop his Right or due Honour ? 
Have not we ſuck'd in ungodly Principles? As 
that it is in vain to worſhip Gop, there is no 
Happineſs (comparable to what the World doth 
afford) in Communion with Gop; this World 
muſt be look'd after, whatever becomes of Con- 
ſcience. Have we not been guilty of ungodly 
Thoughts? Have not we thought, that Gop is 


not ſo harſh, but we may take Liberty in ſin- 


ning; that He taketh no Notice of what we 
think, ſpeak and do? Have not we ſpoken un- 


adly Words? Have not we uttered thoſe hard 
peeches which ungodly Sinners ſpeak? Have. 


not we ſpoken againſt Gop's Servants ? Yea 


have we been afraid to ſpeak againſt his Ser- 


vant A7-/es? And have not many of our Deeds 
been ungodly? Gop hath always been ſorely pro- 
voked by Ungodlineſs; The Flad ſwept away 


the World of the Ungedy; but yet we might 


have been ungodly under the Law, at à cheaper 
Rate, than under the Goſpel ; becauſe the Goſ- 
pel gives us More clear and certain ns 
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of Gop's Excellency and Glory, and lays more 
Obligations upon us to reſpet Gop, and there- 
fore is called a Doctrine according to Godlinejs. 
The Ungodly ſhall not ſtand in Fudgment, neither 
in the World to come, nor in this World. The 
Day of Judgment is appointed on Purpole m 
take Vengeance of ungodly Perſons. . 


FIRST, Have not ſome been, and flill are, al. 
together ignorant of GOD? May it not be ſaid 
to many of us; Yea worſhip yea know net what? 
Do not many Profeſſors worſhip Gop upon no 
other Account, than the Romans did their Ju- 
piter, or the Epheſians their Diana, viz. becauſe 
He is the GoD of the Nation wherein they were 
born; becauſe he was their Forefathers Gop ? 
Have not we worſhipped Gop by Tradition, 
more than out of Conviction of Judgment? Hath 
not our Worſhip been to the untnotun Gop ? 
Gop is truly, in a Sctiptural Senſe, unknown 


to all, that do not know Him experimentally 


and practically. Now, have we tafted and ſeen 
that the 'LorD is gracious ? Have not we ſaid, 
we knew Gon, and yet kept not his Com- 
mandments? He that faith jo, is a' Liar, and 
the Truth is not in him: Hereby. know we teat 
we know Him, if we keep bis Commandments. 
If we do not thus know Gop, we are none of 
of his Children; He hath no Child ſo lit 
tle, but he knoweth his Father: They /hball all 
know Me, Sr the Leaſt to the Greateſl. Our 
being the People of Gop in Profeſſion, will not 
ſecure us from Ruin. M People are defiroyed 
for lack of Knowledge, The LorD Jeſus will 
come in flaming Fire, to. render Vengeance on us 
for He will ſo deal with al! that know not Gon. 
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SECONDLY, How erroneous bave we been None 
can be ſuch a Stranger to our Iſracl, as to be 
ignorant, that a Spirit of Deluſion hath been let 
abroad, from Dan to Beerſheba, fo that the Pil- 
kirs' of Religion are ſhaken, the moſt concern- 


ing Truths queſtioned, if not exploded with 


Scorn. Have not ſome made Gon the Author 
of Sin? Have not ſome denied Chri/fs Deity ? 


How many have denied the Trinity of Perſons? 


How many, under Pretence that the Liv of 
Works binds not, have abrogated all the Laws 
of Chris? How many have, under. Pretence of 
advancing the Spirit's Teltimony, cried down all 
Marks and Signs? How many have held, that 
the Doctrine of Repentance, Faſting, and Humi-- 
liation, are too legal for the Spirit of a Chri- 
ſian? How many have been al her for In- 
fpirations, and profeſs'd themſelves a the Sphere 
of Ordinances? How many have accounted it 
their higheſt Perfection, to fin away all Ten- 
derneſs of Conſcience? 0 W 1 


How many thouſand Souls have periſhed by 
theſe Deluſions? And what a diſhonour hath come 
to the Chriſtian Religion by reaſon thereof, I 
cannot expreſs. * Certainly, (faith Biſhop Hal!) 
there is more deadly Miſchief, and higber Offence 
to Gop in them, than in thoſe practical Evils, 


which honeſt Hearts abhor : Theſe, as they are 


immediate Fruit of our Spiritual Part, ſo they 
more immediately. ſtrike at the Gop of Spirits 
in his Truth and Holineſs: And as Religion is 
the higheſt Concernment of the Soul, ſo the De- 
pravation of Religion muſt needs be the molt. 
dangerous and damnable. Fe 


Bur alas ! How little have we been affeteds 
witty the Flood caft out of the. Serpent's Meuth a Wr 
* 5 | | the 
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the Woman ? Though the Trumpet hath ſounded, 
Hoe, Woe, Noe, to the Inhabitants of the Earth, 
becauſe of Spiritual Plagues; we have been 
puffed up, and have not mourned. We have 
not conſidered this Judgment, as coming from 
the Lord, as a Token of his Wrath, in giving 

ſo many of our Countrymen to rang delu- 
ions, to believe a Lie. We have ſhewed little Zeal 
for God's Glory, that hath been blemiſhed by 
theſe Mteſtable Things: Neither have we pitied 
the many that have followed theſe pernicious 
Ways. How little have we mourned for them, 
though the Apoſtle ſaith, their Damnation ſlum: 
bereth not? | : s 


How few Means have we uſed for their Re- 
ducement? Hardly put up a Prayer for them ? 
Not admoniſhed them, but let them alone to 
periſh in their Deluſions? Not ſo much as re- 
queſted an able Miniſter to have Recourſe to 
theſe poor deluded Souls, in order to the turn- 
ing them from the Idols of their own Brains 7. 


® 
* 


How little have we endeavoured to ſtrengthen 
ourſelves, to prepare Antidotes againſt this In- 
fection? We have not ſtudied the Scriptures, 
that we might warn the Unruly, and refit Gain- 
ayers, and be eftabliſhed in the preſent Truths; 
but, though we have ſeen. ſo many ſhip-wreck 
their Faith and -Conſciences, yet we have been 
high-minded' and have not feared. . 8 


HA vg we not been. guilty of not expreſſing 
our * of the Ways T Hereticks as = 
ſhould ? We have not ſhunn'd them as we ought. . 
To maintain a Party, to ſtrengthen a Faction, 
how have too much. countenanced' them ? 
Their Fellowſhip hath not been enough avoĩd- 
"on | | dot us 1 E 3 £37: gf i Ned 
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ed How little have we regarded theſe Apoſto- 
lical Injunftions ? Now I beſeech yon, Brethren, 
mark them, which cauſe Diviſions and Offences, 
contrary to the Doctrine which ye have learned, 
and avoid them. And if any Man obey not our 
Herd, note that Min, and have no Company with 
Bim, that he may be aſhamed. We have ſhunn'd 
the Houſe where one with the Plague-ſore dwells; 
but we have not with-drawn from them that 


Cauſe to err from the Words of Knowledge. 


" Wrar ſhall I fay? We have not ſo hear- 
tily and' vigorouſly contended for the Faith, which 
was once, and but once, delivered to the Saints, 
as we ought. The Lorn humble us for our 
Luke-warmnefs. Sure we have not been wvali- 
att for. the Truth upon. the Earth. I do not in 
this go about to juſtify undue Rigours. Gop 
knows, we have been too ſevere againſt ſome 
"Things of leſs Moment, we have had too much 
Teal about Mint and Aniſe: We. have been 
too impoſing of what lies dark and obſcure in 
the Book of Gop; and this while the Enemies 

ares haye bcen ſuffered, to grow, and the Fun- 
damentals. of our Religion endangered. But that 
Which hath been Eng/and's Sin, is too much per- 
mitting and countenancing damnable Doctrines. 
When Gop hath ſaid, Ibo is on My Side ? Who? 
We have hardly anſwered for ourſelves. We 
Have been doubtful in the Faith, not quite on, 
nor quite off, but ſtaggering and tottering: Our 
Religion hath been rather Gino, than Faith, 
that we have ſtood looking on as. Neuters, 
 whillt Hereticks have made Merchandiſe of. Souls 
with faincd Words. The great Truths. of Gop 
Baye lin looſe upon our Hearts, they have not 
© been faſtened by the Maſter of the Aſſemblies, 
Nails in a ſure Place: And having little Ex- 
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perience of what we profeſs to know, hence 
Luke- warmneſs followeth of Courſe. 


O now by Reaſon of the great Defe&ion a- 

2 Th us, bath the Way of Truth been evil ſpoken 
he common Enemy faſteneth all upon Re- 

gion. They will not diftinguiſh between Truth 
— Error: But if any that had been called a Chri- 
ſtian fell into any damnable Errors or Practices, 


all Chriſtians ſuffered thereby. And though ſome 


amongſt us have by Confeſſions of Faith, and 
otherwiſe, borne Witneſs againſt Errors, yet 
doubtleſs our Conſciences will tell us, that we 
have not by Faſtings, Prayers, Studies, and all 


Endeavours, improved all our Time and Spirits 


for drying up the Flood of the Serpent, the Soul- 
deftroying Flood; as we ſhould; but if we have 
had any Spirity we have let it forth upon- them 
that have croſſed us about little Points, rather than 
againſt them Who have ſhaken the F oundations of 
our. 9 | 
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L ANT of Tode to Gon i; able D 
Hons of Ungodlineſs abounding among 2 
Profeſſors of þ Neige. This is ſo great a 


Branch of ngodlineſs, that Chrift hath reduced 


all the Commandments of the firſt. Table concern- 


ing the Worſhip of Gop to this, Thou Halt love 


| ite Lorp thy Gop with all thy Heart, with all thy | 
you and all thy * ght. Indeed every one N 
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to loye Gon: I hardly ever. met with a Perſon 
but ſaid he loved Gor : But Gon may is Alas 
How canſt thou ſay, I love Thee, when thy Heart ts 
not with Me? Gop is uſed, and the World is en- 
joyed. If Gop comes empty handed, or with his 
Hands full of Trouble, farewell. They like Gop 
whilſt they enjoy their Pleaſures too, whilſt they 
may not be infringed, Let but a few Things be 
conſidered, and we ſhall ſee how much Want 
there is of Love to God in Chrif. "Bhat 


X YL 


1. Wrom we love we are not aſhamed of. 
The Mother's Love is ſuch to her Child, and 
God's to us; He is not aſhamed to be called our 
Gop. But do not we conceal our Title to Gop 
in ſome Companies ? How do we throw off our 
Livery, and dare not to be known to have walked 
with GoD ? pf | "oof 
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2. PARENTS. are troubled when their Children 

are diſhonoured, and fo Children when their Fa- 

thers ; but are our Souls vexed with the filthy 

_ Converſation of Sodomites ? Where are the Rivers 

of Waters? Where is the Horror becauſe Men keep 
_not Goy's Commandments ? 


23. Dip we love Gon, we ſhould truſt Him: 
We dare truſt our very Lives in a Friend's Hands; 
dut we dare not fo truſt Gop. What would a 

Man give that he had but his Life and Health in 
his own Diſpoſal? When he is poor, he had ra- 
ther it was in his own Hands to ſupply his Wants, 
than in Gop's ; for he thinks it would go better 
with him. We truſt Gop for little. e think 
ourſelves quite undone, when we have nothing 
fave a Gop and a Promiſe to truſt to. £ 
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4. How littte do we joy in the Preſence of 
Gop and Chrift, and grieve for their Abſence ? Is 
Gop all in the Want of all, and is Gop the Al 
in the Enjoyment of all? Can we ſay, few us the 
Father, and it ſufficeth us? When we have no Fig- 
tree left, cam we rejoice in the Gon of our Salva- 
tien? Can we ſay, Take all Ziba, now that my 
Lok 1s come, now that the LORD /foops to dwell in 
Houſes of Clay? O Werldlings ! take your Riches, 


and make the beſt of them, I envy you not, I have 


„ Gop? Do we fo grieve for the Abſence of 
Gor and Chri/t, that nothing but Gop and Chriff 
can make amends? O that our Happineſs, Life, 
Comforts, were folded up in Gop and Ci! 
Can we live no more without Gop and Chri/ft, 
than a Beam without the Sun? 
5. Tzu Lovers are thoughtful to pleaſe the 
Beloved. Are we ſo to pleaſe Gop? A true 
Lover of God is always proving, what is that good, 
and acceptable, and perfei? Mill of Gop. ' He is 
{till ſearching that he may know more wherein he 
may pleaſe Gop, as willing always to be more 
uſeſul for Goo: But how ſeldom do we afk our 
rr" what Way we may walk in all well-plea> 


\ 
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6. Tu Lovers are open-handed, and boun+ 
tiful to Gop; they beſtow readily and freely any 
Thing they'bave on Him; they will part with 
their Jaacs, their deareſt. Things. Will we? 
When Gos calls for Limbs, can we ſay farewell 
to them? Are there not fome Things pd dear to 
us that we cannot ſpare them to Crit? Are we 
fo taken with Chr:/t, that our Hearts are diſenga- 
fed from the Love of other Things? Is every 

hing vile, but Chri/#? Is all you part from in- 
ſtantly ſupply'd in the Love and Smiles of Chi 
2 7. TU 


7. Txus Lovers are wont to praiſe each other: 
But how ſeldom do we ſet forth the Praiſes of 
brit? Love is full of Eloquence. David thought 
ſeven Times a Day too little; and therefore he 
called all the Creatures of Heaven and Earth, 
Air and Sea, to praiſe Gop; the Dragons in the 
Deep muſt not be filent. True Lovers praiſe 
Gop as much as they can, they exalt Gop to the 


utmoſt of their Power; and then, from a Senſe 


that Gop is above all their Praiſe, they would 
* every Thing that hath Breath to praiſc“ 
ORD. 5 | 


8. Drp you love Gop, you would love every 
Thing of Gov : Do you love his Juſtice, his Ho- 
lineſs ? True Love to Chriſt ſticks not barely in 
the Perſon of Chri/?, but reacheth to all that have an 
Union with Him. Do we love Chrift myſtical; as 
well as perſonal? Are we of Catholick Spirits ? 
The Apoſtle is peremptory, and brandeth them 
all as Liars, that pretend to love God and Chriſt, 
and do not love their Brethren, l 


2 9. Tavr Lovers of Gov thirſt after nearer 


Communion-with Gon. Ay Soul felloweth hard 


after Thee. The Soul ftill encroacheth upon Gop. 
me ſee thy Glory, ſaith Moſes, tho' he ſaw more 
than Mortals were (commonly) permitted to be- 

| hold 3 mms would mou more. As the _ 
panteth after the Water-Brocks, ſo eth my Sou 
a 4 74 O GOD: My Soul 2 for Gon; 
for "the living Gon. When ſhall I come and appear 
before Gop ? A true Lover of Gop is under an 
holy Impatience *tilt he ceafeth to fee darkly in a 
Glaſs ; he would fain ſee with open Face. 0 
(faith ſuch a Soul) the Diſtance between Chrif? and 


me is too great: I cannot but groan earneſtly, 


when I conſider I am abſent from the Lok, 
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whilſt preſent in the Body. Lokp, I will die, 
that I may enjoy Thee; I will not live, but I will 
die; I defire to die, that I may ſee Chri/t; and 
refuſe to live, that I may live with Crit. The 
Contracts and Eſpouſals content not the true Lo- 
ver; but he longs for the Marriage-Day. Here 
are Clouds that oft paſs betwixt Gop and my 
Soul. O that I were above them! Here, if I ſee 
and enjoy, the Fear of loſing ſo ſweet a Sight, 
abates the Comfort of Fruition; but then wel- 
come an eternal Day, that ſhall never have a 
Night. 15 


10. Ir you loved Gop, his Commandments 
would not be grievous to you. Love cannot be 
eaſily poſed : Love hath a Kind of Almightineſs 
in it, ſo that heavy Burdens are made light, and 
Ymoſt impoſſible Things become feaſible. But of 
how many Things do we ſay, I bat a N tarinaſt 
i; it? How are you haled by Conſcience, and by 
the Terrors of the Law unto Duties ? How like 
Slaves chained to Gallies, you muſt work, though 
ſore againſt your Will ? Did you love, you would 
count nothing tedious, ſave Dulneſs in his Service. 
Sin, wauld only be the Weight. O the Burden of 
Formality, Pride and Anger | But hi Tete is eaſy, 
ang his Burden light. YpE-2 1: 5 


11. Dip you love God, you would be jealous 
leſt-it ſhould go ill with Gop's Affairs. I he lo- 
ving Mother trembleth leſt the Child ſhould ſuffer 
when. ſhe is ſrom it. But alas! how few are 
there who/e Hearts tremble. becauſe of the Art? Do 

ou really fear, leſt Formality ſhould eat out the 
Lon of Godlineſs, leſt your Trades ſhould ſpoil 


” 


ot ; 


You" -- 


your Communion with Gp ?? 
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Vov may eaſily imagine, the Want of Love to 
God muſt needs be a great Provocation, What 
an Indignity is it to the Huſband, that the Wife 
loves the Slave before him? The World ſhould 
be your Slave, but it hath got the Heart, and 
Chry! muſt fand without Doors *till his Locks are 
tet. O that Gop ſhould ſtoop ſo low as to love 
you 1 This goodly Fabrick of Heaven and Earth 
had not been erected, but as a Stage whereon 
the Lox D God Almighty would ſhew his Love 
to you. And did He not, in the Fulneſs of Time, 
purchaſe you by the Blood of his Firſt-born, yea 
by his 8 begotten Son, and for this very End, 
that He might gain your Love, as well as reveal 
his own Love? Sure you ſhould caſt back Gop's 
Beams of Love upon H 
pets, My Son, give me thine Heart: All the Com- 
mand He lays upon you, is, in one Word, 75 
lobe Him. Gop might have commanded. our 
Children to be ſacrificed, to paſs thro* the Fire. 
O] what a Favour is it to love the Lord ? That 
Gop will honour us ſo far as to ſuffer us to love 
Him? And yet we love any Thing, any ſordid 
baſe Luft, rather than Gop. Gop would have 
us to love Him with all the Heart, with all the 
Seul. The Loxp would not loſe one Grain of 
our Love. O that we ſhould deny Him that which 
He (with Reverence be it ſpoken and thought on) 
is ſo fond of! And now Iſrael, what doth th: 
EoRD require of thee, but to love Him, and to | 
the Loxp thy Gor with all thy Heart, and with all 
thy Soul? Gop requires not the Cattle upon a 
thouſand Hills, or Rivers of Oil ; only, love Me, 
love Me heartily, conſtantly ;. and yet we den 
Him this | I hate myſelf that I love the Lord fo 
little, fo ſeldom : It was He that made me, and 
not I myſelf: He hath wonderfully formed me, 
e ; _ Won- 


imſelf. This is al! He ex- 
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wonderfully preſerved me, and ſhewed many I en- 
ders in the Deeps to me, O! what ſhall I do 
to love the Lox D? Let me love nothing if I love 
not Thee; nay, love nothing till I love Thee 
O that you would grieve abundantly for Want of 
Love to GoD ! You have paſſed as through the 
Red Sea, you have been as the flaming Buſh. 
GoD hath looked after you, as if He minded none 
but you; you have been as the Signet on his 
Right Hand. And what, not love the Lorp ? 
Shame upon you, that you can dote upon the 
dark, filthy World, and neglect the Lorpd of 
Glory. All the AﬀeQtions you have, Gop gave 
them, (when He gave thee a reaſonable Soul) but 
for this End, that you ſhould place them on Him- 
ſelf, and not on his Enemy. Is it not hard Mea- 
ſure that Gop ſhould be denied Love, when He 
ve you Power to love ? Believe it, whatever you 
Þ for the LokD, unleſs you love Him, it is not 
accepted, Tho" you give your Body to be burned, and 
have not Charity, it profiteth you nothing. Wohat- 
ever a Man gives me, if his Heart be not in it, I 
ſlight it: Gop much, more. The holy Apoſtle. 
counts him worthy of a Curſe, that loves not Jeſus 
Chriſt, If any Man love not the Loxp Jxsus, let 
him be Anathema Maranatha. And is it not fad 
to be curſed to the Coming of Chri/t ? He deſerves 
it that loves not Chri/t; and he muſt and ſhall be 
forced to own the 8 of Gon in ſen- 
tencing him to eternal Flames, who might have 
been ſecured againſt them, had he but loved Chrift 
more than a baſe Dunghill Luſt, | | 
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Their evil Surmiſes of G O D. 


VTL Surmiſes of Gor is another Piece of 

 Ungodlineſs, found tos frequently among even 
<> as have the Root of the Matter in them. I ſhall 
the rather inſiſt on this Sin, becauſe right Thoughts 
of God are the Fuel which maintains the Fire of 
Religion; without which it ſoon decayeth, and is 
extinguiſhed. = 


1. Do net we miſcall Gop' Tokens of Love? 
Hath not Gop ſent thee many Tokens by his 
Spirit, to aſſure thee that He owns thee, and de- 
lights in thee, as his own? For thee to queſtion 
thy Relation to Him upon every Turn, muſt needs 
be grievous to Him. How grievous then is it for 
thee to deny all his Foker.s of Grace and Love 
to thy Soul, and to count them but Deluſions, 
but the Works of the infernal Spirit, transform- 
ing himſelf into an Angel of Light ? You that are 
Huſbands, Wives, Parents, Children, cannot en- 
dure to have your Love and Fidelity ſuſpected up- 
on every baſe Suggeſtion and Whiſper. Believe 
it, Gop takes Notice, and lays to Heart all your 
Jealouſies of Him, all your baſe unworthy Cen- 
ſures of Him. 1 5 — — | ; 4 


2. How ill are Gop's Providences reſented? 


Altho* Gop hath told you there is a Beauty in 


their Contexture ; that Things preſent and Things to 
come are yours ; that all fall work together fe 
1 Coed; 
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Coed; that your providential Enjoyments, that 
J 75 Changes, as well as your Settlings, your 
4 Vants as well as your Abundance ſhall all be 
ſanctiſied to you: Yet how few, with that bleſſed 
Man, bleſs the LokD, when taking away? And 
with St. Paul, rejoice, yea glory in Tribulations ? 
GoD aſſures you, that your.Sicknefs, Reproaches, 
Wants, ſhall do you Good; yea Death ſhall do 
f you Good, all ſhall be Good, or do you Good: 
1 All ſhall be Food, or Phyſick, out of the Eater 
ſhall come forth Sweetneſs ; your very T horns ſhall 
drop Honey, ſhall bear Grapes ; yet notwithſtand- 


8 
ff ing what hard Thoughts have you of Gop under 
is ſuch Diſpenſations *- Didſt thou only accuſe thy- 


ſelf, judge thyſelf, abhor thyſelf, it were well ; 
a but thou falleſt upon Gop Himſelf, by queſtion- 
o ing his Love from theſe Providences. Deny thy- 
is ſelf what thou wilt, but beware of a Denial of 
A God's Love, and of the Spirit of Grace that 
= dwelleth in thee : O that all doubting Chriſtians 
bs would confider this (too ſeldom ſuſpected) Un- 
or Ekindneſs of theirs towards Gop! O] take up, 
ie and keep up better Thoughts of Gop, whatever 
s, his Carriage be towards you. Though He flay you, 
1- 8 yet tru/? in Him. When will you be as David, 
re who tho” beleaguered with Enemies, yet kept up 
= . Thoughts of Gop, he doubted not of Gop's 
avour and Protection. I will not be afraid of ten 
ve | thouſands of People, that have ſct themſelves again 
ur nme round about. The an Holt ſhould encamp again 
Ns me, my Heart ſhall not fear, in this will I be con; 
+ Wl fident. In what? Why that the Lond 75 my Light, 
and my Salvation, and the Strength of my Life. 
Gop hath not ſpent all his Stores, He hath enough 
for me; He will not ſuffer me to be tempted above 
what I am able to bear, but will with the Temptation 
make Way for my Eſcape. Thou canſt entertaip 
good Thoughts of God in fair Weather, but let 
| "MM them 
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them fall in a Storm. Whilſt the Candle of the 


Long ſhines on thy Tabernacle, whilſt thou haſt 


| Dews on thy Heart, Melting and Enlargements 
in, Ordinances; ſo long thou canſt keep up good 
Thoughts of Gop and his Love; but let the 
Scene be altered, let the Sun wrap up itſelf in 
a Cloud and then not only Grace within is queſ- 
tioned, but* the Love of Gon without, I am caſi 
out from before thine Eyes, his Mercy is clean gone. 
Put alas! how ignorant art thou of the Methods 
of Gop ? Doth not He chaſten every Son that He 
zxeceiveth ? Should not He have Liberty to uſe what 
Rod He pleaſeth, whilſt all are for thy Prefit, that 
thou maſt partake of his Holineſs? _ | 


3. How d ſome draw ſad Concliſions from God's 
providential Diſpen ſations concerning his Intentions for 
the erk When they loſe dear Relations, an 

Hufband, a Wife, a ſweet Child ſnatched away, 
and perhaps by Inadvertency; then no ſooner can 
we enter into the Houſe of Mourning, but we 
hear Cries from you, This is Gop's Severity! 
Whereas you ſhould entertain other. Thoughts of 
God, viz. © That now He is removing the Idols of 
, Jealouſy; now He is weaning your Hearts from 
« Creatures, that He may have all your Love; He 
« knew how much Spiritual Communion you have 
«« loft by the Company of your Relations, and now 
«« He Himſelf would have more of your Company; 
« He would have you to delight more in Himſelf; 
He hath dried up the Stream (a weak unſatisfying 
« Stream) that you may drink and drink abundantly 
«< of the Chriſtal Waters, that drop from the bleſſed 
« Fountain immediately. Now Gop hath a bleſſ- 
, ed Deſign of Grace, to prepare you for Glory; 
« He is making the Earth an howling Wilderneſs 


s that you may long for Canaan; He is leaving you 


4 to naked Walls, that He Himſelf may fill <a 
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& Few put theſe Comments upon Gop's Provi- 


« dences towards them; but RR take all 
« in the worſt Senſe. 


ARE there not ſome that are apt to queſtion the 
Love of Gob to them, from the blaſphemaus Thoughts 
and Injetions that they are harraſſed with? What, 
becauſe Satan is your Adveſary, muſt Gop there- 
fore not be your Friend? Becauſe Satan doth tempt 

ou, will it therefore follow, that Gor doth not 
ove you? Were we not wonderfully prone to evil 
Surmiſes of Gop, we ſhould not make Satan's 
Malice a Ground to doubt of the Love of Gop. 


O how is Satan exatified hereby? He is the great 
Aecuſer, the great Tale-bearer, that ſeparateth 
choice Friends: Believe it, the falſe Witneſs which 
he brings, is againſt Him, who hath given you 
wonderful Proots of his Love towards yo you: It is the 
Enemy that vails and obſcures the Work of the 
Spirit what he can. Hence you doubt of the Ac- 
ceptance of your Perſons ak Duties; There is 5 


Cloud bangs over . that they cannot 


If I come to He will not MY on uch 


am Wretch as I . any ſuch hard Thoughts of 


Sotan, and too ſoon enter- 
lp 97 J, you can never thank Gop 
for you doubt whether it be a Mer- 


ift,. i/t, are ſugg 


2 


* to you» 


, By x giving W to theſe Jealouſies, you dam up 


| Springs of Praiſe, that ſhould flow from your 
130 


and Night. Hereby you will alſo be 
hindred from waiting on the Loxp, with that free 


and chearful Spirit as you ought. O that this cur- 
ſed Gop-diſhoneuring Sin, were quite rooted out 
of the Hearts of Chriſtians! Surely it is a Prove- 
| cation to Gop, and Let it be for a Lamentation.. 
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NON N MMM Nx 
CHAP. XII. 
Deir Unthankfulneſs. 


T FT NTHANKFULNESS is another Piece of 


LJ Ungodlineſs that the Profeſſors of Religion 
F- 51 8 of. 2 wk Thank 
Gop expects as Acknowledgment, as high Rent, 
to be paid Him for all we hold of Him. But how 
Hath this been denied? And thereby how juſtly 
have we forfeited all into the Hands of Gop.? 
Though the paying of this Rent-penny be the only 
Heavenly Work x Fa can be done on Earth; the 


only joyful Employment, that ſhall laſt to all Eter- 


nity ? Yet how unthankful are the moſt of us? 
The very Heathens will riſe up in Judgment againſt 
unthankful Chriſtians; They had their Hymns to 
their Gods. Plato, when ready to die, gave God 


Thanks for three Things, that he was made a Man, 


that he was born in Greece, and that he lived in the 
Time of Socrates. How much more ſhould. our 
Lips ſhew forth the high Praiſes of God, who hath 
made us not only Men, but new Men? That we 
are born of GoD, adopted the Children of the moſt 
High, and regenerated by the Spirit? That we have 
breathed not in Greece, but in England? O the 
Riches of Free Grace! that our Mothers conceiu- 
ed with us in this Place of Light, and at ſuch a 
Time when the Nation was moſt enriched with the 
Light of the Goſpel ? Why had not Gop brought 
thee out of theWomb' when this Land was over-run 
with Paganiſm, with Popery? Why had not the 
Lonxp ſhut thee up with the reſt of ö 5 
: Y 4 f . 58 ; i Ax K- 
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pretend to. 
ſerious, active, Chriſtians have we been bleſt 
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Darkneſs, and in the ſhadow of Death-? O that 
when the Goſpel ſhines but upon a little Spot of 


Ground, which Gop hath incloſed for Himſelf, 


and ſtiles it his pleaſant Place, his Garden, thou 
ſhouldſt be the Man born there! That when the 
reſt of the World is like the barren Mountains, 
that Gop ſhould bring thee forth in the Place of 
his Tabernacle! And yet thou, ungrateful Wretch, 
wilt hardly confeſs, that the Lines are fallen happily, 
and thou haſt a goodly Heritage. l 

How ſeldom is ſuch Language as this heard 
from thee? <* Bleſſed be the Lox D that my Lot it 
« fallen in fo fair a Ground; bleſſed. be Gop that 
« I was born in England, and not in the Waſtes 
« of Arabia or America. Thanks be to the Loxp, 
« that I have had more than the Light of the Sun, 
Moon, and Stars to. conduct me to Feſus, 


| Taar ſo many Wells of Salvation have been 


ec opened unto me, which have been ſhut unto: 
c the moſt of the World,” If Plato thanked 


Gop for living in the Days of Socrates, we may 


ſay that greater than Sacrates have been among us. 


We have had thoſe, with whom we haue taken ſweet 


Counſel, toith whom together we have gone fo the 
Heaje of Gop, who have been burning, as well 
as ſhining Lights; many Examples of cloſe-walk- 
ing heavenly Chriſtians have we enjoyed, ſuch as 
have had the Wiſdom ſrom above, and more 


pure R ever Socrates or Plata could 
le Society of how many heavenly 


with, ſuch. as have been faithful Admoniſhers, 


ſuch as would not /iffer Sin to reſt upon us, ſuch 


as have daily told us here is the Way, walk here- 

in? O the f 

Vathankfulneſs of our Hearts towards Gop; not- 
WW withſtanding 
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withſtanding his 1 upon us ſo many 
Lights to guide us, ſo many Fires to warm us, and 
fo much Salt to ſeaſon us! = | 


I. INSTEAD of giving God the Glory of all, how 
have we ſacrificed to 'our own Nets and to other 
Infiruments? We have praiſed ourſelves, rather 
than Gop for what we have, We have not aſ- 
cribed the Glory to Gop, but to Inſtruments; 
like unto that dinal, who writ down, what 
ſuch a Lord did for him, and what ſuch a Pope 
conferr'd on him ; whereupon another inferr'd, 
This man remembred his Friends, but forget Go, 
Saul hath ſlain his thouſands, and David his ten 
thouſands ; but Gop hath little or no Share in the 


Triumph, e . 


2. How ſenfible are we of our Wants and Straits? 
But how unaffected with the Goodnefs of Gop 
towards us? He full of Complaints are we, but 
empty of Acknowledgments? 'Hath not the Want 
of ſome one Thing robb'd us of the Comfort of 
all our Enjoyments, and Gop of the Praiſes that 
was due to his Name? We have been (ſuch is 
way-ward Nature) more troubled for the Want 
of ſome one Thing, than thankful for many Mer- 
cies. Like Haman, one Mordecat not bowing to 
our Deſires, hath made us heavy and fenſeleſs un- 
der all our Honours, and God's Vouchſafement : 
Like Ahab, we have been more dejected fon Want 
of Naboth's Vineyard, than we haue bleſs'd Gop 


for a Kingdom. 


. An not toe ofiner, longer and heartizff in 
#he Lap any; Part Y Prager? We are ſtill 
craving the Suppl. Wants; but too ſeldom 


bleſhng of Gop Gr what we are ſtored with: 
Our Petitions are long, but our Praiſes are ſhort” 
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4. Do nat we ſet up our Reſt in being glad of 
Mrcies and D-liverances? Whereas it is one 
a be glad of a Deliverance, but ano. 
ther Thing to be thankful for it. Then are 
they Glad: But that will not ſerve the Turn; 
it is a Return of an higher Nature, which God 
looks for: O that Men would praiſe the. Loxn 


for His Gaedneſs.. 


5, Have not we neglected to make Catalogues 
of the -mercies we have received, to help our Me- 
mories? This Gop hath ordained for a Lau, and 
a Statute for Iſrael. What was this? That they 
ſhould write it, what Gop had done for them, 
ind ſo provide, that the Generations to come 
might know what God. had done. But alas 
how little Care have we, that whatſoever GoD 
dies, may be for ever to his Glory! How un- 
juſt are we unto, our Children, and the Gene- 
rations to come, in depriving them of a faith» 
ful Record of God's Mercies to us, in which 
Go ſpeaks to them, as well as unto us? How 
injurious to them? - By ſuch a faithful Record, 
they might read the right Way, in failing Hea- 
ven- ward; by our Falls, they might know where 
lie the Rocks and Quick-fands ; and by our De- 
liverances, where Out- gates are to be found. 


6. Have not we neglected to call on others te 
join with us in bl:ſſing Gop? When did we 
make a Collection of Praiſes from our Friends, 
that would _ gladly have been in the Choir? A 


| thankful Heart is fill'd with enlarged Deſires, 
that others, that all, would join in the Work of 


praiſing Gop. A 8 Heart doth not think 
it oye to praiſe Gop alone; though it would - 


be py ing Gop, were there none in Heaven 


* 
: . 5 


to bear him Company. 3 
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Bur 1 ſhalt ſpeak more particularly, and in 
ſtance in ſome of thoſe choice perſonal Mercies“ 


to wave national ones, for which the beſt of us 
are too unthankful. | 


How have we fergot the deep Pit, and miry 
Clay, out of. which we were digg d? Have we 


not been unmindful of the bleſted Jubilee, when. 


the Priſoners were let out of the Priſon-houſe? 
Paul remembreth many Circumſtances of his Con- 
verſion, the Place wherein, in 4 Fourney nigh to 
Damaſcus; the Time when, about Neon ; the 
Manner how, ſuddenly there did Sine from Hea- 
ven a great Light round about me, and I fill to 
the Ground, and heard a Vaice, He remembred 
alſo what he was before Converſion: 1 was 4 
Perſecutor, a Blaſphemer, and injurious. But how 


have we forgotten, that the Loxp, his bleſ- 
fed Spirit, Tranſlated us out of the Kingdom of 
Satan, into the Kingdom of his dear Son ? It was 


He that made Jordan to give back, and deli- 
vered us from Egypt, and the Wilderneſs, that 
we might inherit the good Land. 


How Ek ds we Bleſs Gon for Chriſt? Though | 


He be the Stream that alone refrefheth the City 
of Gop, yet how ſeldom is his Love, his Con- 
deſcenſion for. us, with his bleeding and dying 
for us, remembred by us, with hearty ſgi- 
vings? 5 


How little & we blſi Gon for the Cove- 
nant of Grace, the Bow in the Cloud, . — a De- 
luge of Sin and Miſery, the forfeited rafe of E- 
Ferntty renewed, the * Charta of . ty e 


Gop? And in particular the Promuſe of t | 
Spirit, in all his Offices — G 1 the 
Application of the purchaſed Poſſeſſion? — 8 
FH _ 
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How little da we remember to thank the Loxn 


for outward Bleſſings? You began perhaps with 


a little, as Faceb, and now behoid you baue tre 
Bands, a Troop of Children, F 4 2 and an 
Eſtate to maintain them. When others have 
had one Meſs; you have had Benjamins Portion, 
Riches and A too; Eftate and Chri/t too; 
Peace, and the Gop of Peace too; the World, 
and a good Title to it: And yet do not you, 
ſeldom * out, Bleſs the Lorp, 'O Soul ! © 
and let all that is within thee pruiſe To Holy 
Name? Haw ſeldoga do you conſider who hath 
maintained you alf this while? Who hath de- 
livered you, and pulld. you as. Brands out of the 
Fire? You have had eu Sentence 'of Death in 
yourſelves: you have been, with David and Paul, 
a the Mouth of the Lion, and yet ſaved; near 
by the Sword, Fever or other Dangers, | 
and yet your Lives given you 7 a Prey: But 
bow. ſoon have yen forgotten Wonders fhewn 
unto the Dead? G the many preventing Mer- 
cies that you have been made Partakers of! 
Hath not Gon ſecured: you in many Travails? 
How many have died much younger than you, 
whilſt: the LorD lengthned out your Days in 
order to Repentance? How many have died in 
an Inſtant, and been ſnatch'd away, without a- 


ny warning of Death's Approach; whilſt you 
bave had many an Harbinger, to give you to 


underſtand its Nearneſs to you? How many have 


beed cruſh'd by Falls from Houſes, or by other 
Accidents, haſtened to their long Home; whilfb 
Gor is loyg-ſuffering to you? How many have 
you ſeen led to, ſhameful and violent: Deaths ;- 
whilſt © . have been kept from ſuch diſmal. 
Ends? And 1 how ſeldom do you admire his Pro- 
bielence, 4 ud Pe ae loving * ” You 

have, 2 Guar ef Angels toratiend you Day and 
Night, 
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Night, to ſecure you from Danger; but how 
tettle do you bleſs the Loxp, for the Heavenly 
Het? And yet, if you do thank Gop for ſome 


outward Mercies, aps for Eaſe from the Stone, 


Gout, Cholick; if you thank not Gop more 
for Deliverance from Hell, from the Guilt and 
Power of Sin, than for outward Bleſſings, you 
diſcredit Gop, and his choiceſt Mercies, by un- 
der rating Spirituals to Temporals. 


Wr ſhould have blefſed Gop, for his Rod, 
as well as his Staff, for both are Mercies ; but 
how unthankful are we even' for Sufferings for 
Righteouſneſs' Sake ? In every Thing give Thanks; 
as you ſhould not be Partial in your Obedience, 
fo neither in your Thankſgiving. How little 
have we imitated the antient Chriſtians, whoſe 
Mouths were always full of Thanks be unto Gop ? 
When they heard of Perſecution or Protection, 
Croſſes or Comforts, till cried out, Gop . 
thanked. How unlike are we to Mr. Bradford? 
« Tf (faid he) the Queen will releaſe me, I will 
thank her; If ſhe will keep me in Priſon, I 
will thank her; If the will burn me, I will 
thank her.” Thou ſhouldſt fay from thy Heart, 
4. love ſick, though ſcorned, though threat- 
ned, though al! the Day long counted as a She 
te the Slaughter; yet bleſſed be Go that 
am counted worthy to ſuffer for his Name 
<« Bleſſed be Gop, that He counts me à Son, 
and chaſteneth me fir my Profit, that I may be 
« Partaker of his Holineſs : © Bleſſed be Gon, 
© that I am chaſtened, that I may not be con- 
. demned.” But we have been too backward to 
rify Gop in Zion, much more in the Fires. 
he Apoſtle Peter would not haye any Man 
ſiffering as 4 Chriſtian, to be aſhamed; but to 
Fri Gon on this Behalf, and to” rejoice in as 


much 
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much as he is Partater of Chriſt's Sufferings. 
But Gop knows how far from Praiſes we have 
been, when the Storms have been high, and 
threatned our Tabernacles. Hh 


„and to praiſe Him for it? Te that fear the 
ORD, praiſe Him: Praiſe Him, O ye Seruants 
of the Loxn! Praiſe thy Gop, O Zion! Praiſe 
im for bis mighty As: Praiſe Him according 
to his excellent Greatneſs. Doth not the Innumer- 
ableneſs of Gon's Demands of Praiſe and Thankſ- 
iving, aggravate our Neglect of this Duty? 


How bach Gor nr W nn Bd 


Proviſion hath Chriſt made againſt this Sin? 5 


Hath not He appointed the Sacrament of bis Sup» 
per, on Purpoſe to Remember Him, and his ſav- 
ing Benefits? Do this in Remembrance of Me. 
But have not many been ſo unthankful, that 
they have neglected this great Ordinance, Which 
was appointed to ſtrengthen their Remembrance 
of Mercies ? I wonder not, that many. 
complain of their Decays of Love to  Gobp,. 
whilft they forget his Wonders of Grace and 
Love to their Souls. Did we oftner recount. 
the Mercies of Gop, they would work. Endear- 


ments betwixt Gop and our Souls: Did we con- 


ſider, what a Wonder it is, that Gop ſhould 
draw us out of Nothing; that He, who ſtoops 
to behold the Things of Heaven, ſhould . put 
his Finger to our Workmanſhip'; that He ſhould ' 
curiouſly work us, as Needle-work, in the dark 
Vaults of Nature; and that when we were ful- 
ler of Sin, than the Toad of Poiſon, yet He 
ſhould feed, and cloath us: The Fire of Love 
to Gop would burn within our Breaſts. How 
is Cop provoked by this Sin; Gop took it in 
of the Iftuelites, that they remembred nat his. Hand; 


„ e the. h whieb He g them: How® 


Vol. III. much 
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much more do we grieve the Loxp, who re- 
member not the Goodneſs of the LoRD in Ca- 
naan, yea in Zien? Our Saviour was grieved, 


that his Diſciples remembred not the five Loaves, 


and the ſeven Loaves, and how many Baſkets they 
took- up: - Innumerable greater Favours hath Gon 
ſhewed to us, and yet we forget them. How 
have we forgot the Gop that bridled Nature's 
proud Waves, and faid, Hitherto ball yen go, 


aud no je When we were ripe for Judg- 


ment, then Mercy ſtept in, and yet how flow 
to give Thanks ? Hardly one of ten blefled 
Gopb for cleanſing Mercy, as they ought. ere 
there not ten cleanſed, but were are the nine? This 
makes me fear People have not had a decp Senſe 


of the Stains of Nature, for that their Saviour 


is no more thanked. Was it not Gop that 
brought you to ſuch a Pariſh, to ſuch a Mi- 


niſter, and to ſuch a Text? And did not He, 


by bis Almighty Power, enable thee to believe 
and apply? Was it not He, that broke thine 
Heart, when as hard as the nether Mill-ſtone ? 
And what, forget the Wonders of the Loxn 


in the Deep? This vexcth the Lord to the 


Heart. Did not He cauſe the Walls of Feri- 


cho to fall, as by the Voice 55 e by 
id not alien- 


weak inconſiderable Means ? 
- ate thine Heart from thoſe Idols, that were dearer 
to thee than thine Eyes? Did not He preſent 
the Face of Chri/t, as lovely to thy Soul, who 
| before was deſpiſed and rejected? And hath not 
Chrift fed thee with freſh Supplies of free Grace, 


that have watered thy Soul every Moment? How 


many Doubts, hath - Chri/? anſwered ; how ma- 
ny Scruples hath He, by his Holy Spirit, ſa- 
tisfied thee in? And yet, O wretched. Heart 
how unthankful haſt * 
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been * Thou haſt or. 
git all bis Benefits. How juft is it with Gon 
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to plague us; for this our Unkindneſs Wonder 
not, that the Showers. are with- held, that the 


ö Lok p cauſeth the Sun to ſet on the Prophets 
at Noon- day, that the Manna falls not before 
a your Doors. You have net taten Care for the 
: Fragments, that nothing be * God's Mercies 
have been loſt upon you. r Waters were be- 


come Wine, our Gleanings were better than the 
5 World's Vintage: Gop dealt with us as Sons. 
But now, if He draws in bis Hand. and mate 
4 -his Garden as a deſelate Wilderneſs for this Sin, 

who can ſay unto Gon, What 4e/? thou? Muſt 
not all of us put our Mouths” in the Duſt ? 
Did not we fit under our own Vines? Had we 
not our ſolemn Afſemblits ? Did not we ge in 
Troops to the Houſe of the Loxp ? Did not Fear 
come ? And had not the Churches Re? Did We 
fear” the Shaking of the Spear? Might we 8 
have” been as hely as we 'pleated Had” not 
ns much Liberty zs we deſfred? But O then, 
how unthankful were we? How troubled were 
we, that every. Mordecai did not bow; that b- 
very one would not be of our Mind? Gap 
knows what a Controverſy there is with the 
Land, For the SURREY of them that 4 
e . . 
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br ue once pf tg 


CHAP. XIII. 


Their negle?? of Prayer eſpecially of . 


cret Prayer. 


287 of Prayer is 52 Part of Un- 


r 


to common eden among the Profe/- 
2 Religion. Requeſt and Thankſęi- 
ving are (faith one) like =o double Motion of 


the Lungs, by which they ſuck in, and breathe 
dut the Air again. In the Petitionary Part of 
Fas Ot we deſire eicher the beſtowing of ſome 
good Thing, or the preventing or removing of 
me Evil: And in the Gratulatory Part of 
Prayer, we return the Praiſe, of ike we re- 
ceived from Gop, to Gop. Though the Thankſ- 
Siving Part of Prayer be moſt, yet the Petiti- 
onary. Part of Prayer is too much neglected. 
It is Ungodlineſs to go about any Buſineſs, or 
* to fix our Abode, to uſe any Crea- 
; . or Phyſick, without aſking God's 
Tins and Blefling in Prayer. Vea, it is a Branch 
of Atheiſm ; this Irreligion is laid at the Door 
of Atheiſm by the P/almi/f. Is it not a juſt 
Cauſe of 3 that ſo many ſhould be 
guilty of ſuch Ungodlineſs nr 


ARE there not many, tbat never "Wo d in all 
their Lives? Thou haſt not called uf on YA: 0 
Jacob. Do not =T, * evidence, that they 
are Prayerleſs Souls, by their Diſobedience to the 

Preceptive, their Im — under the Providen- 
| tal Will of Gop? She obeyed not the Fic; 


for. 


* . 
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1 not beg for their Lives. 
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be Veceived not Correction; ſhe truſted not in the 


Lonp; he drew not near unto” Gop. By their 


| entring into ſo many Temptations? Mateb aud 
Pray, left yon enter imo Temptation. By their 


being deceived, and labouring to deceive others 


in the Things of Gop ? The Paſtors are become 
2 and Love 


not fun the Lonn. HA 
te 

Dover * * Sin ſpeak high e of Gor ? 
"_— Gop is not entertained, - ſo much as in 
— 9799 Yea, Doth not it ſpeak the Hearts 

of Gop ? What faith the Pſalmiſt ? The 

10 hath faid in his Heart, there is no God ; 
- he calleth not upon Gor. To live without Pray- 
er, is to be on while alive; for it is to live 
without Gop. The Families that know | net 
Gop, and call not on his Name, are the ſame. 
What? Will ye not do fo much as pray unto 
Gor? What can you do leſs for Gon, than 
by this Homage, to own Him for your Maker? 
r leſs for your own Souls, than to beg their 
Lins of Him, - whoſe Hand of Juſtice is 4 
1 e nſt them? Their Souls, and theirs on 

e that 'feek the Lokd. No Malefat 

— more n that thoſe, that wang caſt 


: > 


How many alſo are there, phat have caf? of Proj 


ar? How many have reſtrained Prayer? When 
they have thought they have prayed themſelves 
out of Affliction, they had no more to ſay to Gon, 
till under Affliction again: and when they have 
for ſome Time prayed for Deliverence to no Pur - 
poſe.” / This evil is of the Loxp, why ſhould 1 
wait any longer? This is worſe, than not to 
at all. Not to pray at all, notes only the Ne 
of duty; but 8 

. ſhall be more o particular. 49 © 98 


off Prayer, Dien ny. 
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Aopen Prayer be the only Key, eg unlock 
the Store-houſes and Treaſuries of all Ble 
bet how little hath this Key been uſed? 1 ſhall 


ſecret Prayer, and that both ſudden, and compo- 


led, and ſolemn. How few baue made Con ſcience of 


Kjaculatery Prayer? How ſeldom have we darted 

up our Souls to Heaven? As when we are hearing 

Lon, . ſet heme: this Word upon my Heart : When 
in Prayer our Hearts are melting, Lox p, /ufftr 
not my — — win Foe thy Frur: 
When we are about our my Employments, 
| Lond, teep my Heart with thyſelf. Are not fome 
of us wholly unacquainted with this kind of Pray- 
ing! Not ſuch a Dart (faith one) to be found in all 
-#herr Quiver. They know not how, in the midſt 
_ of their worldly Buſineſs, and Company, yea in 
the midſt of their ſolemn gon Duties, in 
Hearing, Reading, Conſering, rayivg, to ſend 
their 11 1, dovghts +6 to give Gop a viſit, though a 
Mort one, in a Deſie or two; to ſpeak at leaſt one 
or two Hleart-words unto Him. Have not moſt 
_ contented; themſelves with their ſolemn Viſits of 


God, and between their folemn Duties ſcarce 


ever converſed wih Gop ? What Account ſhall 
we be able to give of our Thoughts (the firſt- bon 
of our Souls) from Morning to Evening? Is not 
this the higheſt Improvement of them, to ſend 
them in Embaſßes unto. Heaven, and by them to 
converſe with Gop? Do not the beſt of us find 
Strangeneſs apt to grow between Gop and our 
Souls, between our fet Duties? And may we not 
_ Impute that Strangeneſe to our Omiſſion of theſe 


more tranſient and occaſional Talkings with Gon? 


Ho many precious Things, in Chriſtian Con- 
Ference,. in - Sermons, in our ſolemn joynt Pray- 
ers, — ſor Want of preſent Talag up our 
3 
1 c 


wave . and private, — only inſtance in 
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Call to Repentance. 79 
— thereupon? How many bleſſed Moti- 
ons of the Holy Spirit, ſuggeſted to us in our 
particular Callings, are quenched, for Want bf 
theſe Sallies of our Souls to Heaven, fos more 
Grace, that theſe Sparks may be kept alive, yea 
blown into a Flame ? Neglect of this Kind of 
Prayer is no ſmall provocation; it grieves Gon: 
There is much Unkindneſs in it, that Gop ſhould 
be ſo gracious, as to let his Door ſtand wide open 
at all Times, and that he ſhould aſſure us of Wel- 
come, when ever we come; and yet that we 
ſhould not ſtep in ſo much as with a Deſire, 
Hour after Hour; though we may thus viſit Him, 
and not neglect any Buſineſs we have in Hand, 
or be uncivil to any Company. . 5 


How feev have made Conſcience of Cloſet-Prayer ? 
Tho' Gl takes it for 2 Les | 
will thus pray, and hath annexed a ſweet Promiſe 
to the due Performance of _ 2 e thow 
prayeſt, enter into thy Clojet, and when ſhut 
Doer, pray to thy Father, which is in y and 
Father, which feeth in ſecret, will reward thee 
openly: Retire thyſelf, get thee a Place, ſet thyſelf 
a Time, wherein thou mayeſt make it thy Buifi- 
ne to pray to Gon. Yet how is this Duty whol- 
ly omitted by ſome, and too ſeldom performed by 
others ? Satan prevails. with ſome to put off this 
Duty from Time to Time, by telling them, either 
that they will but play the Hypocrites therein; or 
that the Time is not convenient, by reaſon either 
of ſame bodily, or of ſome ſpiritual Diftempers ; 
or that this and the other worldly Buſineſs maſt 
of Neceſſity be diſpatch'd at ſuch a Time. O how 
little do ſuch Love the LoxD, that are afraid to 
talk too often in ſecret with Him? But alas ! how 
many omit Cloſet- Prayer altogether ? Some con- 
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_-vite thee to 


too no Sabbath; ſo the continual Praying of ſome 


Back- fliders 
e with God in ſecret, then Delight in this 


tent themſelves with praying with others, either Na 
in the Church, or in the Family: How can ſuch Yſ« 
look upon themſelves as Chriſtians whatever Pro- 
feſſion they make? What? a Chriſtian and yet. 
never deſire any Privacy between Gop and thy 
Soul? A Chriſtian, and yet find no Errand to in- 
ſpeak with Gop alone? Sure thou 


rather ſeekeſt to approve thyſelf to Men, than to 
: Gop. The true Lover delights to viſit his Friend, 
when he may find him alone; like that good to 
Man, who, when the ſet Time for his Cloſet-· U 


Prayer was come, would break from any Com- u 


pany he was in, with this Speech, I have a Friend gr 
. that ſtays for me, Farewell, Others put off this N of 
Duty, by pretending they pray always; every th 
Hour they are darting up Ejaculations to Heaven. 
As the Pretence of every Day-Sabbath comes juſt 


3 


rather ſit ſor, ſolemn ſet Praying. Fire muſt be 
Kept upon the Altar continually, but that muſt 
not hinder the Morning and Evening Sacrifice. 
True Chriſtians cannot be ' ſatisfied with a Bit and 
away, but they muſt have their ſet Meals, Others 
look at Cloſet Prayer to be but a Free-will Off- 
ering (as they term it) which they may offer, it 
they will, but will not own it a Duty: -Surely ſuch W£ tio 
are little ſenſible of their Heart-plagues, or elſe they D: 
would alone make Prayer and Supplications, In all fil 
my Obſervation, the Ruins of Chriſtians, have be · ¶ ed 
gun in their Clofet Neglects, either by omitting the D- 
0 _ totally, or by careleſs, formal, cuſtomary ed 


agement of it. The truth is (faith a late 
Writer) this is the firſt Step towards Apoſtacj. 
grow firſt out of Acquaintanee 


5 Duty 
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a Duty declineth by little and little, then are they 

« leſs —— in their Viſits, upon which folow- 

eth a C off the Duty, and yet they may 

appear great Zealots in publick Ordinances; but 

« if they recover not — they have loſ in their 

4 _ Trade, they will ere Wie break here 
te al 0. "AY E 2% n 


Ate hundred Things may keepehee, and bold the 

to publick Duties. Bus Fave in is the Tryal of thy 
Uprightaaſl what thou doſt in ſecret. fs Gop, 
md with Him: When the Maſters part (the two 
great ones, GoD and World) then is the Trial of 
of thee, whoſe Servant thou art; but Ohl! when 
nnn then He is eit negloctet. 


Wasn alone thou art fitteſt for this Duty of 
Calling up on Gon; then thou haſt à Diſcharge. 
from 2 of the Earth: An Heathen (Sepia) 
will tell thee; “ have never! 
4 when I have no Company; can I freely ru- 
« tertain my ton Thoughts, = converſe with nil the 
« Learned thut have been in former Ages.” But thou 
art called to greater Honour, to improve thy Soli- 
tude, to converſe with Go; rr Orin to have 


W 1 of his Aﬀoc- | 
tions, to his People, when they are i in ſecret: when 
David was in the -FVatcbes, then ts Sam tun 
filled with Marrow and Fatneſs : Not that he want- 
ed God's Preſence in the Day; for ſeven times a 
Day be praiſed Gop. But this Day-ſacrifice yield- 
ed him not that Sweetneſs, taſted in the Night, 
_ he was ICS n nne And 


- 1 
4 ” 
4 How 


_ -mnay hep 


. Geſpel-Glaſs Or, 


How few have obſerved the fitteft Time for fe 
eret Prayer? Gon would have us, in this Senſe, 
watch unto Prayer: Gop would have us: early to 
tell the World whoſe Servants we are, and that we 
dare not undertake any Buſineſs, without ficlt en- 
ng Gop with us: that weidare not enter on 


) A Territories, without Chr://, our great 


Champion with us: This Poſt ſhould be ſent to 
Heaven in'the beginning of the Day; for no ſoon- 
er in the Morning, do we begin to live, and ſtir, 


dut we un . ne from Heaven. 

A. TRUE e Chriſtan counts: time the: 8 Air 
cl is the Fruit of Prayer; and all Things reiifh 
well with him, that run through this golden 
Channel; z therefore he is up early in is Cloſet, 

that he may receive all, this Way, from the 
Lord's: Bounty, and Enithfulneſs: f herefore: m0 
{ ſooner doth he open his Eyes, but he opens his 
Heart to Gop; and before he Dreſſes, he muſt to 
"we, | in ſecret” Ejaculations, at leaſt, before he 
to his Cloſet; to pour out his Soul more 
Derne, before Gop : He expecteth no good 
ay, unleſs it be begun with a 
therefore faith, Ay Voice ſbalt Thou hear in the Morn- 
ing; in the Morning will I direct my Prayer wt! 
thee : David prevented the Downing of of the Morning ; 


„Favours which he — ON owed 0” = 
n aner be 


2 4 
- 


IG: 2 And n . Miſchiefs attend. 


Tur World. that Peſt of Maha, is miete 
5 5 we have our Antidote againſt the In- 
feftion of it: 


— of worldly Diſtractions; ſo that after 
| a Time 


Duty; and 
Gon, i. e. his Providences and 


5 : 1 4 . we hue with Gen 1 


ence Deadneſs of Heart enſues, 
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Time the Soul hath no Mind at all to ſpeak with 
Cop; but tho” it muſt to the Cloſet, yet there is 
i: filled with wandering, diſcontented and worldly - 
Thoughts; ſo. that the Time which ſhould be 
ſent in Communion with Gop, is taken up in 
civing theſe Fowls from the Sacrifice. | 
P:s1pFts, Gop is an holy Gop, and jealous 
ter his Name, and He eſteemeth it a Rellectien 
n Him, to be ſo neglected, that He muſt be 
ſerved laſt of all, and therefore with- holds his 
Influences ſrom the Soul; and then no Wonder 
if thou be ſoon; overcome with a World of im- 
pertinent Thought. By Neglect of early going 
into your Cloſets, you honour. the World too. 
much, as if it were more worthy of your Time 
and Strength than the Lorp is: Whereas you 
ſhould; profeſs, that all your Hours are Gop's, 
and therefore you dare not but honour Him with 
o I 6ſt Fruits of all your Inereaſe; you will thereby 
de inclify all the Harveſt, all the Vintage, by pre- 
te Jenting Gop with the green Ears. 


ad You neglect the fitteſt Seaſon, for then the 
* Mercies of the Night ſmell ſweeteſt, which aſter 
7 while, like Flowers, will loſe their Scent with 
s: Whilſt the Iron is hot, it is our Buſineſs to 
like; his Mercies are renewed every Morning, 
J ſhould our Praiſes. 4 FAS 


By entring on Buſineſs without calling on Gon, 
uu declare you needfnot the Lox D*SAfiſtance, and 
hat you. can make a Shift to live without Him 
Whereas Gop feeds us from Hand to Mouth, 
nd hath not left any Stores with us, that we may: 
take our Addreſs, to Him Night and Day, Who 
duſt water us every Moment. Poor Souls, did 
qu but ſee your Dangers, by Reaſon of the three 


N Brigades | 


2 


venture abroad until you have beſought-Gop to 


want as ſoon as you wake, and thoſe Things 
5 Pa want, -which none but Gop can ſupply: 


ſerve the Slave, and 


A Goſpel. Glaſs: Or 
Brigades of Enemies, the World, bY Fleck, and 
the Devil, you would not be ſo. Fool-hardy, to 


help poor, indigent Creatures : Remember, You 


ou need Divine Power to follow your Callings. 


By n ing this Seaſon, the Devil and the 
World have often made you forget, or omit the 
Duty for the Day: You have no Leiſure in the 


Morning, and what then ? The Devil fills thy 


Hand with unexpected Buſineſs, that the Excuſe 
2 ſtronger, and — oooh But muſt we 
the Lonp of Glory? 


Bur oh] what Hazard doſt thou run, not only 


| by preferring other Things and Buſineſs before 
0 


D, but by neglecting the firſt Hour of the Day, 
vrhen thou art not fure of a ſecond? Thou propoſeſt MW 


ſuch an Hour to pray; but hat is hy Life ſaveaW. | 


TIT 4 +4 E aB 2 | 


| 7 4 HERE B is not nh ggg. F' in not Pray 


Sr— 1 'but in Proying miſe. And O 
how —— do we fail about this ER. both 


_ 


. which __ expire before that Hour ? 


11 


ak, c H A P. XIV. 
The Mt Ganz of thoſe who pray, 


pout Prayers, 


6 CIO cc SS ©. Aa « 


yerleſs Souls worſhip pping Gon nc 


acct <4 2Þ9Þ as cw as 


. 
e | . 


» "Us! 
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- Firſt, How do many fail before their Fer 
upon this Duty of Prayer? | $6 


1. By Neglect of Meditation : . - Bight can _ 
Conſider my Meditation, Have not we ruſhed up- 
on this Duty, before we have meditated of the 
Gop we were approaching to? What an holy 
Gop He is, and how unworthy we are to take his. 
Name into our Mouths? What a conſuming Fi ire. 
He is, and what dry PL we are ? 


1 we not 4 into Gon- 8 Preſence, as 
te Horſe —— into the Battle ? 116. d 37631 


y? Have we RG that his Eyes: are * ; 
L Flames of Fire? That all Things are nated and 
only 4en (as it were diſſected) before Him, 106th oe 
fore have.to de? We have not /et Gop' before our 
ay, Het. Our Thoughts. would not be fo. low, ſo 
ſet I earthly, ſo diltracted, did we belleviegly * 
te a into ane we * cmi. Se 941 6 


H we 8 God's Almightineſs ? 
That He can do more for us than we can aſk or 
| think ?: He, that cometh 80, Gon (in P 3 
believe that Gon ir, that He is the Strength of 
Iſrael; that we are to beg of Gop, Pardon of Sin, 
and Viftory over it, are Mercies beyond the 
Cteatures Power z ERA U wo 1 


Y, . ties Sonar up... 


| Have we meditated on Gov's Boweeys Pi 
and tender Compaſſions? As one more wy, Po. 
give, than we to aſk; as one who giveth liberally, . 
and upbraids not with our oft. coming? We want 
ft Thoughts of the, Goodnefs and; = 
Gon; we = OW. rn 


„„Vor. XX 


86 A*Gofpel-Glaſs : Or, 
as if we ſhould treſpaſs too much upon Him, and 
weary Him by coming too oft to his Door. 


Have we muſed upon the Faithfulneſs of Gov? 
Who is under Engagements to relieve us, to caſe 
us, to be found of us when we ſeek Him with our 
whole Hearts. And this is the Confidence cue have 
in Him, that if toe aſt any Thing according fo. his 
Will, | He en 5 
"ma we 1 of hs Way, by ot we 
muſt come to Gop ? How daring are Souls to 
venture on an abſolute Gop? How is the new 
and conſecrated Way neglected? How is Chi 
laid by, as if there were no Need of a Mediatcr, 
or of an Advocate with the Father? How ſeldom 
do we paſs'thro* Golgotha to the heavenly Feru/c- 
lem; and ſee that none can come to the Father, but 
zy mY Sen? We ſee not our Need of Indenſe and 
Odours to be mingled with our Sacrifices: Little 
do we conſider, that the Opportunity of ſpeaking 
with Gop is the Price of Ble ve the precious 
Blood of the San of Gov. OP EIT © 
70 men 0154 248 361 l OV £83 ab 2; js 1 
Hav we meditated on our Sins, on thoſe to 
Aich we are by Naturè and Cuſtom moſt addict: 
ed; and of thoſe with which we have ſince the 
laſt Duty polluted our Souls 2 From the Want of 
Meditation hereof, - ariſeth Formality in Duties; 
the Heart is not humbled in Confeſſion; neither is 
the Soul importunate with the Loxp for Pargpn 


and Victory. Sage * 8 5 

Harz we aid Caries to ente upon 
our Wants, what Graces we moſt needed, what 
we are moſt defective in? From this Neglect we 
pray as if we did not pray, without Zea), Ear- 


EE: » 4 I 11 " 


neſtneſs and Oy: Whereas; had we uy 
c 
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ed our Wants of Gop, of his Grace, Spirit, Pro- 
tection, Mercy and Preſence, we ſhould pray as 
for Life ; and thoſe ſtraggling vain Thoughts would 
hereby have been ſuppreſſed. When the Male- 
factor is begging his Life at the Bar, his Soul is 
not runnin ait after every Feather, but be 
minds his Buſineſs; it is Life, arid his Liſe that is 
in Danger; and therefore he gathers up all poſ- 
ſible Arguments that may induce the Judge to 
ahate of the Rigour of Juſtice, But how oft have 


K * 


we been on our Knees, and have been ignorant of 
what ails us, ſo that we might truly ſay, we knew 
not what to. aſk? When you go to your Markets, 
you conſider what you and yours want; but do 
.we fo, when ye go to our ſpiritual Markets? 
WS e an 42 hay” rann an en 
oHAvEj not we neglected to meditate of the 
Mercies of GOD, Which we: have: teceived 
Hence we come either cuſtemarily before Gon, 
or not with that holy Boldneſs, as we ſhould. 
Ode Mercy opens a Door to another: The Valley 
of Achor war given ata Deer of Habe 10 Iſrael: 
orgetting the Returns of Prayer, makes our 
Hearts ach, and Knees faint. We: ſhould book 
the Paſſages of GD Grace, ho He remem- 
bered ut iN our” low Condition, how He hath viſited 
us Day by Day; when we hape come in as the 
parched Ground, we hive found Gop a Dew to 
us, and Springs of Water have appeared in the 
. Wilderneſs :; When we have come in before GoD 
with our Shackles: on our Feet, with. Irons, that 
have entered our Souls, Gop hath made it à Ju- 
bilee, He -hath proclaimed the "acceptable Year, 
He hath let us out of the Priſonr houſe, and bath ſet 
our Feet in a large Place: When we. have come 
in before Gon with Guilt on our Souls, and with 
fearful Expectations, how hath Gop given us the 
white Stone, and ſent F with his. Metten, 
2 an 


„ ; 
[IE © FX 
IT 


| 
| 
| 
| 


It hath been a Key to open 


wont. 73 
3 . 


* 
* 4 1 
BY 15 Za * * 


| tion, whereas actual is neceſſary. 
immediate] 
'Grace, 
and to leave worldly Buſineſſes behind him, no 
"Wonder if he loſe the Duty, and provoke the 


Lonp, rather than be accepted with Him. The 


88 AA Goſpel-Glaſi: Or 


and with Gladneſs'of Heart? The Neglect of our 
Diaries of the Providences and Mercies of Gon, 
makes us more ond Slaves than erode 1720 t 


Have not we ne led e meditre- o he 
great and wonderful hings that have been done 
upon the Prayers of God's People? We 2 
have in everlaſting Remembrance, what a 
ful Engine Prayer is. It hath held the of the 
mighty: Jacob and Mofes prevailed over Go : 
and ſbut the Heavens; 
Elias was Man fubjef to like Paſſions as we are, 
and he prayed carneftly, that it might not rain, and 
ir rained not on the Earth by the Space of three Years 
and fix Months. And he 4 


Rain, and the Earth brought 
Fouls, And O *. wonderful Things . — 


promiſed to a prayin ——ů— — 
Ill anfwer fe and ſhow — — 
Things , whith thou knocve/t' nod. . 
in my 1 I try Here was more than 
Herad offered; that was but half the Kingdom';. 
Rere is a Whatfoever. Did we appear before Goh 
with theſe Inftances of Grace and Promiſes freſh: 
> our e 8 we ſhould not ſuy, What a 
Or that there 15 n Profit in ſerving 


Gow yu ard gallop e Ke Daves 32 


14 . 


31 . © ww . g 
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2. reien Neglect defore Prayer, is, „ The 
* of fivring op our Graces,  before- we ſet upon the 
We © too much reſt on habitual Prepara- 

He that leaps 
from the Shop to the Throne of 
labours not to quicken his dull Soul, 


ä 


Well 


E2Y 3. > „„ of Se eee 


8 


"*—_—_ 


Well is ſeldom ſo full, but that 


89 
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muſt, throw in a little to fetch up the more. 
3 thought, by the redoubling of David's Char 
that'he found — his Heart in a good Frame, 
—— Go, and therefore cries out ſo vehe- 

ny, Bleſs the LorD,  O- my Soul, and all that 
i⸗ — n me 5500 iſe his holy Hon Prei ww; teh 
1 my RIDE. ao n bis 


Senad How have Roc failed, Lt we "hc 
entered upon the Duty ? And that in Invocation, 


in = AER in Petition, and in-T dane 


. Is own: Jovenetion We. call G0 Father, 
— yet how unlike are we unto Him; we re- 
ſemble not Him we call Father; we reverence not 
Him we call. Father; we truſt not in Him with 
that Confidence we would in our Fathers of the 


A 


| Fleſh; we fear, when we aſk Bread, he will give 


us a Stone: we have lower Thoughts of Gop's 
Bowels than our own; we think' ourſelves more 
pitiful than Gop Himſelf ; If I were a Mother, 
and my Hd: in 3 I ſhould pe Mr 20— 


: A Rc Wo det Sin? We are not 
and free, and in — 5 We ſit with en 
on ſome Idols: 'We do not declare. our Ways unto 
Him, but rather cover our Tranſereſſions as A4 
Few can clear themſelves as Feb did. You wil 
perhaps confeſs, He have erred and ſtraped from thy 
Ways, like loft, Sheep; but ſtill in N David 
was in this gravelled, ben I kept Silence, my» 
Bones. waxed old, through my, Rearing all the Day 
But you deſcend not to Particulars; or if to 
— yet the Benjamin is: reſerved; loth to 
let Benjamin go; loth to confeſs Envy, Pride, 
breach. of | Vows, Want of Love, or- loving the 


tor © 1 ich 


may, nx 


every Man is addicted to; but you ſhame n 


vn C 


2 and End? Have not we been faulty 


46 Havs re" Filed in the Manner? Have we 


ployed ? Few can ſay, With 


gs 4 GCofpel-Glaſs: Or; 
Rich only, neglecting the Poor. Vou will cohfefs 
what'evety Man knows you are guilty of, or what 


yourſelves, by inſtancing in the particular Negleds 
and Omiſffions, which you chiefly provoke 
the Lox D: The 4 are not brought to Execu- 
tion, the deſt of the Cattle are kept back, one 
Wedge is hid in the Fent. Or if you- confeſs par- 
3 yet it is without —— of the Sins con- 
ſeſſed: Von confeſs Sin yet hug it, plead for it, 
within one "Quarter of 1 Nebst You confeſs 
Sin, but without SUF-abhorrenice' you loath it 
not as the Plague of your Hearts. I abhor myſelf, 
faith Job + This implies a Diflike; an Hatred, an 
Indig — —— an utter Alienation from, and 
on againſt Sin. Gop knows how little 
of this is mid with! the"Confeflions of moſt Fer. 
ren, „ #7 rye 3k 
7 . "IJ ac, Wars" * 2844 
3. To hes Petitions ; Both en 1s — od Man. 
in the . 
Matter? Have they been always for the beſt - 
Things? Life, Libert _ Eſtate are defired ; but I + 
Grace, Victory over Pride, Paſſions, and Wottd- | 
lineſs lie unſought for. We — Ar _— we i a 
For gy Y that we dey kulfer; for therd f 


lation in the h a Pra 
und we may ct pray, fave fo "har Gow 


r 3 Fr 


always prayed with Earneftneſs, Humility, Faith, 
wnd' ? Hath the Whole Man been em- 
. whole Heart he 
I entreated thy Favour. Alas f few pray effectu- 
ally, The Heart and Soul are not at work in the 
Duty. It is the effeual fervent Prayer that avail. 
"We pray as if we had a Mind Gon p< 


2 Call to:Repentance. 91 
PTS ate too much like Children, feribbling 
over a Piece of Paper,ſwhich when they ners 
_ they lay it aſide, of tear it, or think no more of it. 
'We be not continued in Prayer; we have not 
backed our Prayers with Prayers, reinſoreed them; 
bo _ ſoon fainted ; we have not been the ri he 
. c will not ie Thee go, until 
555 : Wo foon faint, and our Deſires expire, 
ASS 4 2-4 BY 
ab onebade faulted ow End? May 1 
hn the A — at, and receive not, 
becauſe ye aſe ami[s, that you may con ſime it 
Tn? Hath not e been to 167 
e ſhould have made Gop's Glory our End, 
bod we have mide our Self, barely to. quiet Con- 
ſeience, or to obtain Pardon of Sin, rather than 
Putity of Heart and Life. You have been 
earneſt for the Pardon of your on and England's 
Sins, and yet ſelſiſn = { You fear — well 
may) temporal — are afraid that 
Jaden * may bring down ire and Brimſtone; 
and therefore, for your own — rather han 
Gop's, vou pray, and with ſome V ehemeney; 
dut your Lad is Rin tos low. Never do you pray 
aright, tin you pray more for Chi Sake, than 


—- 3. for nis Glory, rather for you? own 


future, temporal, or eternal 


is one Thing to feek DN K. another 
Thing to ſeck Gow inn Duty, 139. 


4. I bur 2 Whe * five ga 
Gal in the grawlutery Part ef Pager? 
dieſs Gb for ee and Sanct (7-0 — 
are to theſe Privil Wees,') W entechi- 
fed know not what” theſe M are; no more 
tan ere gere eke Others, if 
— diy yer they are''cleanfee, ver return not 
okD : are Hrge in Petitions, but 
vey 


92 2:4 :Gofet-Glas::Or. 
very ſparing in their-Praiſes. Unthank ful Beggars 
Fs an Abomination to Gop and Man. We ſhould 
be thankſul for the leaſt Mercy but tho' we have 
had che Honour to be admitted in the Preſence 
Chambers as Favourites, yet we are ſullen, and 
low to return Praiſes: for ſo great. a V ouchſafe- 
ment: Vou have not come td dry Breaſts, you 

are every Day full of Mercy ; but alas! You ren- 
der not according to what you have received, therefore 
Aratb is again/t you.': Haſt thou; had no Meltings 
in Prayer, no Enlargements, no Deſires to fear the 
Lord, no Importunities, no Wreſtlings? Why 
yet it is Mercy, that thou liveſt upon the Patience 
and Bounty of Gop: It is much that thou ſhouldſt 
have a Being, and be preſetved to this Day; It 
is a Wonder He ſhould feed thee, cloath- thee, 
protect thee, ſtrive. with | thee, ſuffer thee, who 
.art but Duſt and Aſhes, to ſpeak with Him : The 

laſt Night 9 RE have lain on a Bed of 


us: Lea, we' too oſten 


* 


and overlock the B 
Crofles. 


6 
vo 


dy running Paſt-haſte from the Throne of Grace 
to de Werl Not confidering how. our Hearts 
were in Time of Duty, whether, ſtraitned, or en- 
Jarged, whether compoſed or diſtincted, whether 
wer bad the Face of ob. towantly us, or his Face 
peiled, whetheg we were, liyely or lifeleſs, dead or 
Ning, hat Repentance exerciſed ? The Church 

| | an a 


v 
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te of Gop- obſerved» their Hardneſs in 
Duty: hy. haſt Thou hardned our ' Flearts 2 
Friar ? We ſhould look back upon our Prayers, 
that we may be humbled for all ———— 
Untowardneſs, Diſtractions, and Unbelief in the 
Duty; and we ſhould do it, then, - whilſt we are 
in the higheſt Capacity to know the Miſcarriages 
of the Soul, what the ing Circumftances 
thereof are: Andi not only in order to Humilia- 
tion, but Reformation, that for the future we may 
not dare to touch the Mount of 1 * 
with ma eo Kos n $9773..21694 gg 

„ 00 Are in; A od Frame Sky 8 
lid we labour to retain t e Influences of the Or- 
dinance vpon our Hearts? Did not wo let the Fire 

out again ? Have not we, like ſome in a great 
| into che open Air tos ſdon, and 
a: Cl That is dangerous. Dau was move 
careful to maintain» hid freſni and lively RING 
and therefore he entreated the Loxp to lich the b 
ape ge Sarees ibere'for-row, + WR 

5 Nin ee 

ä faulty in not beliovin "ove 
our Prayers ſhall be anſwered? We di our 
Prayers” unto'Gob, but we do hot look 0p till 
Gop look down. We do not hearken what Gob 
the Lon wilt ſpeak; | Faul obſerved how long 
the Lon p was ſilent to his Prayer, For this 1 . 


and Peop 


D ſagbe the Lond thrice, and yet no Anſwer. Of! 
ce I when [ſhall we' refolve with Habbaktub, to 
— upon our Watch, and lock and ſae what He wil ſay 


„ , The Neglect of this hath bred ſo many 
kormaliſts in our Congregations. After we have 
put our Prayers into Gop's Hands, we never 
| mind them more. We would be angry with Beg- 
* if they 'd an Alms, and away . 
4 as careleſs of Anſwers. Tis 
H 


Tus un., of thy Heart would be more evi- 
3 if thou didſt conſider what Returns thou 
haſt that thou mayſt bleſs Gon for them, and im. 
prove them ſor Gon, and in Caſe of Denials, be 
of: a+troubled Spirit as Hannab was, for * 79 
Gre for a Child was ſo ny 1 

4 411. *? Wi Mix Of v7 $2211<404 563 a 
wen Mo haſt thou for that Ay Pride, 
Wonrldlinefs,:Unbelief;!rand and Hardneſs of Heart, 
are not yet pardoned and ſubdued ? Thou conti- 
nueſt in the Road of Duty, but abſerveſt not whe- 
ther Gop hears thee or not. Saul went bey ond 
thee : He obſerved, and was troubled, that Gon 


4 | anſwered him not. 47 Urion nor het by-Praphiets, Have 


| not we by Careleſſneſs, by returning to our Vo- 0 
| . Ae intercepted: our own pen 2 
f 22 s m mat sAil ow on desi 1 gd 200m. WH. 
| Ave ,nof! we fornmour ewnaPetitio Ae 90 
| Jnatch'd:them. ut of Gon Hands? Be 5 


Lenn't Haid lis not urianed that it cannot ya W 
Ft ogy rg ary peo eenct bear; but you NN -- 
_— have 2 betiveen yon and your: Good, 

— pac Sins Bos" bis Face from you, that HY, 

| ii mer hem N (11 ur! 1 "ed 9 diet Wb! 451 
o eib W z bonowins 2 Hach mover 3pÞ9 
[..; How:ſeldom-have we Bous Advice i 
dis Gloſs upop, Ter ut 1 on Hearts zbith aur 
Handi ; that is (ſaith he) let pray and endes 
vour. Me love to employ Gon to ſubdue our Sins; 
but we ſit idle, we hate taking Pains; we are not 
Co- workers with Gon. Prayer is a Key to open 
(Heaven to Believers; but i it may be ſo managed 
n. er bee U 15 2 hd 94 27 n W 5 
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Their Highting ihe written 2 17 Gp. 
 eſpecrally in not age, and d meditating 


. 1. as they ought. | ; 3901 12 7 


1 bas 15 afl . , 


Log of the written TIO 6 760 tr ans- 
ther Piece of Ungodlineſs, 992705 5 gllh Z Bro- 
I ar} of Rellgian have been very guilty %. There 


. 


the ſexting Tigh y what he ſaith unto us; for ac- 
cordin . che 1 we give unto che Speaker, 


ords ſpoken will be, of Weis ht With us. 
Word, been . by-us ! poi I 


"IE SID eee feng 15 = 

How little have we ere 
nd yet it is natural for. us to believe whatſoeyer 
1 ſaid by one, of whoſe Truth we are confident. 
bo Have nb — ture Affirmations been, doubted of 


6 TW us? ittle hath our Knowledge of them 
8 been My with building a Chriſtian Life upon 
ot deim as A Foundation? e we belle „that, 


Os e Commands come from. Gon Ind are 
juſt and ſit for Him to Tay upo 122 Hath 


— 18 Belle brought forth. Obedience? Have we be- 
Sechnteved that Scripture Threats are Gop's T . 
ad will. thetefors be performed to every im 
ent Sinner? And hath this Belief kept us Fon 
in, or promoted Repentapce? Have Scripture 


15 Promiſes been believed to be Gop's Promiſes, and 
tat therefore all fall certamly be performed to 
doe * perform the Condition And hath this 


Belief © 


knot a ſurer 10 57 of deſpiſing any Perſon, than 


15 alas! © how hath the Bible v*s written | 


„ Göp'Twrlrten Worth. 
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Belief ſtirred us up, cops" te N 
Conditions? | 2 f < 4; Y 


£4 
| Gop hath 2 his Ward, abode all A Na 

but ſo have not we. We are apt to be afraid at 
the Appearances of Gop in the Scripture? Aud 
yet Gop appears more in the Glory of his oſs 
ty therein, than in all his other Works, whe- 
ther of Creation, or of common Providence. Gop 
maketh more Account of. his written Word than 
of Heaven and Earth : He had rather loſe Heaven 
and Ferm han evo or Tuttle of Fs Ward. 


Ber have not we Gwen in me great Matter i i 
fuer ue a little from the written Mord of Gon: . t 
have not we e a light Matter of leaving un- F 
ons what 1 is therein required, and of doing a 8. 
is therein forbidden ? Were the Scriptures high in I x; 
ſteem, did we look upon Gop's Teſtimo- « 

mies as wonderful Things, our very Souls would FF « 
be in keeping them ? Thy Timon ore nir. T 
Jobs tbergfare doth my Soul keep theme. + | 


Harn not toe been willingly and +; je 
rant of Scripture Diſcoveries ? So is not the 
lar of thoſe otions which he valueth. Have = 
our Hearts cryed out —_ Times unto the Bible, 
Depart from 2 hag ofire not the Knowledge of 
God's eit as to Wo or 
and that uſe Knowledge is an Obligation, 
Po a Provecation to Ne * a ini in Caſe 


en. £22971 T $43 - 
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How have we been gat of not * the 145 t 
tures as we bug? That every one ought to read MY '? 
them, is ſo evident, that there is no ay for the 

- Papifts to keep Men from | believing, this Truth, 


box by keeping them from TO OP. T 
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*No Buſineſs can diſcharge us from this Duty, and 
yet how is this Duty neglected ? 


Many, idtwithRanding their Reſolutions, ne- 
ver ſet —_ reading the Bible over: They have 
ſeen no Excellency in this Book; they have ſeen 
more in a Piece of Philoſophy, in a rational Diſ- 
courſe of Divinity, in an ingenious Hiſtory, in a 
politick Diſcourſe, yea in 2 Politician like, 
who preferred an Ode in Pindar before David's 4 


How many ad the Bible too » ſeldom; thinking” 
it too much to read it daily, to ſpend one Hour 
therein every Day? Have not ſome ſpent ſeveral 
un- Hours in a Day, in reading ſome good Books of 
hat I Mens inditing, but not a Gvanter of an Hour in 
in reading Gop's Book? „ I even hate mine own' 
n0- Works (ſaid Luther) and oft Times wiſh they 
ud FF < were burnt ; becauſe I fear: leſt they ſhould 
. withdraw Men from reading the Seriptures. 3 


How much greater is the Number of thoſe that 
1% have not read the Bible aright ? Are nor all of us 
10+ ¶ of this Number? When have we prepared for the 
ot reading of the Scriptures, as becomes thoſe that 
le, Wire going in unto Gop, (ſo going into the Sanctu- 
of © ity, where the . of Gop was kept, * 
ſs, termed) * * 


+ Have not we ths fearleſly ? When we were 
going to take the Bible into our Hands, have we 
trembled at the Word, left we ſhould not ſanctify 
the Name of Gop ; yea, leſt we ſhould take the 

Name of Gon in vain in our Reading? | 


| „HA not wo feat heedleſly ? Not diligently, 
Harb the Duties commanded, the Sins for- 
Vor. XXXIII. I : bidden, 
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bidden, the Rewards promiſed, and the Puniſh. 
ments threatned therein? Have not our Thoughts 
been wandering, and not fixed upon what we 
read? When did we attend to Scripture Words, 
as heedfully, as Benhadad's Meſſengers did to 
the Words of Aal? | 


Have not we read unbelievingly ? Not be- 


| Heving that the Spirit of Gop, the Inditer of 


every. Word in this Book, did particularly in- 
tend our Good in every Verſe; that in the 
Scripture, Life and Death is ſet before us; yea, 
that Scripture: Words are our Life? 


- Have not we read for wrong Ends? Either 
to. ſatisfy” our Curioſity, and not to regulate our 
Hearts and Lives: Or to have Matter of Diſ- 
courſe, but not Matter of Practice; to have Scrip- 
ture at our Tongues End, not in our Hearts; 
or only to know, being aſhamed to be igno- 
rant of thoſe Things, which all Chriſtians know; 
and to be able to ſay nothing of ſuch Matters, 
which we cannot but have Occaſion divers Times 
in Company to talk of, but not to do? When 


did we read the Scriptures with this particular 
Intention, that they might be a Lamp undo our 


Feet, and Light unte our Paths? That we 
might thereby og help'd to order our Converſation 
aright * When did we read the Bible with the 
ſame Attention, Reverence, and Reſolution, to 
follow every Rule therein, - as we thiuk we would 
if we lived when Chriſt was upon Earth, 
received a Letter from Him, directing us what 
to belieye and do, that We might be ſaved ?, 


Or as we think we ſhould a, Book writ imme- 


diately by the Finger of Gon, as He wrote the 


Ten Commandments: in two. Tables? Why, 
Oe OW BOP WR VN OY iD or OP 
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the Bible is Gop's Letter to every one of us in 
particular, written by Himſelf, though mediately: 
J have written to him the great Things f my 
Law: To him, it is in the ſingular Number, 
| becauſe to every Man and Woman patticular- 
ly. When did we read the Bible, as Children 
read the laſt Will and Teſtament of their de- 
ceaſed Parent ? | 


Have not we read the Scripture, without 
begging of Gop his Spirit, to help us to un- 
derſtand what we read, and to practiſe what we 
underſtand; at leaſt, not ſo importunately, as we 
would, if we had been begging for our Lives, 
at the Bar of a Judge? Have not we ſow this 
Seed among Thorns, in unplowed Hearts, and 
have not ſo much as prayed to Gop, to take 
away the Heart of Stone, and to give an Heart 
of Fleſh, a teachable, pliable, tractable Spirit. 
ready to receive every Divine Impreſſion? O! 
when ſhall we make Conſcience of Reading the 
Scriptures daily as we ought ?' „“ The Emperor 
of Heaven (faith Gregory the Great) the Loxp 
of Angels and Men hath ſent to you, that which 
concerns your Life, and will you (till) neglect 
to read it with a Fervent and zealous Spirit?” 


How guilty have we been in not meditating on 
the Word of Gor as we ought? How little, if 
at all, have we dwelt in our ſerious Thoughts 
upon the Matters contained in the Word of 
Gop, to the End we might underſtand how 
much they concern us, and that our Hearts 
may th be raiſed to holy Affections and 
Though Meditation be comma nd- 
ed as a chief Means ſanQified by Gop for the 
keeping of his Word; though we cannot be 


* 
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holy and happy without it altogether ; though 
it be one of the profitableſt Duties of -a Chri- 
ſtianz though it be the Duty by which the 
Soul digeſteth Truths, and draweth forth their 
Strength for its Nouriſhment and Refreſhment ; 
yea the Duty by which all other Duties are 
improved; yet how much is this Duty neglect- 
ed by all Sorts of Men, becauſe though it be 
deli 5 to the Spirit, yet it is tedious to the 


Have not many been long Profeſſors of Re- 
ligion, and yet if they would tel] the Truth, 
they never ſpent one Hour together in medita- 
ting on the moſt weighty Scripture Truths, on 
Gop, on Man's Eſtate by Creation, the Fall, 
Regeneration, on Cbri, on the Vanity of the 
Creature, on the Beauty of Holineſs, on Death, 
on Judgment, on Heaven, and Hell? 


How few have managed this Duty aright? 
Hath not that which we call Meditation been 
Study only? Hath not ſome controverſial Point, 
or ſome nice Speculation been the Matter of our 
Meditation? Hereby we evidence that we have 
not ſo great ſpiritual Hunger after Righteouſneſs, 
as we ſhould : « Hungry Men (faith one) do not 

-uſe to ſtand and pick Bones, when they have 
Meat enough to eat.” Hath not our End in 
- meditating been only the increaſing our Know- 
ledge, and not the improving our Knowledge ? 
Have not we begun this Work without Gop ?. 

When we were going about to meditate, have 
not we neglected Prayer for Help from Heaven 
to go through with the Work, though without 
Gop we can neither know, reſolve upon, nor 

perform what is good ; for from Him, yea from 
dis own good Pleaſure comes both the Will and 


# 


the | 
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the Deed ? Have not we idled away our medi- 
tating Seaſons? If we have ſequeſtred ourſelves 
from worldly Buſineſſes, and Company, for Me- 
ditation at any Time, by ſuffering our Thoughts 
to wander up and down to no Purpoſe, to be 
ſure not to fetch in Conſiderations for the r , 
holy Impreſſions upon our Hearts and Lives 

Have not we in [meditating been without a due 
Senſe * of Gop's Preſence? May not we cry 
out, ſurely the Lord was in ſuch and ſuch a 
Place where I have been meditating, and I knew 
it not, i. e. I conſidered it not? Hath not the 
Work of our Underſtanding, in this Buſineſs, 
been to retain, and not to convey Truth into 
the Heart? Have our Underſtandings repreſented 
what ſhould work holy Affections and Reſoluti- 
ons aright? Have they preſented Things good, 
of a Divine and Heavenly Nature as Gon, Chrift, 
and Heaven in their Beauty ? Have they preſent- 
ed Things in their Nature, ſimply Evil; as Sin, 
God's Wrath, Hell, at their worſt?. Have not 
we left off meditating before we attained the 
End of Meditation, before holy Affections and 
Reſolutions were wrought? Have, not. we ruſh'd 
out of this Duty as well as ruſlfd into. it? Have 
not we gone from this Work, as a Bird out of 
the Snare, with Joy and Speed? Have not we 
ended as well as begun this Work without Gop ? 
Not praying to Gop for Strength to perform, 
what we have been enabled by Grace to reſolve 
upon for Gop; and for Pardon of what hath been 
amiſs in the Duty? O! when will we be prevailed 
with to make Conſcience of this Duty of Du- 
ties? J once more intreat thee, to uſe Mr. 
« Baxter's Words, As thou art a Man that maketh 
« Conſcience of a reavealed Duty, and that da- 
« reſt not wilfully reſiſt the Spirit, and as thou 
art faithful to the Peace and Proſperity of 
I 3 | thine 


=. 
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« thine: own Soul, that thou ſpeedily ane] di 
40 gently ſet upon it.” 


Ol waar a mighty Bleſſing is it to have ſuch 

# _ Book, wherein is written by Gop Himſelf 
the Counſels of his Will concerning Man's E- 
ternal Salvation? What a Sin is it then to have 
low, mean, yea vile and baſe Thoughts of it! 

Is not our flighti ing the Word of the Loxp the 
cauſe of all the Wickedneſs in our Hearts and 
Lives? Whence are all our Omiſfions and Com- 
miſſions, but becauſe we make a light Matter 


of finning againſt the Scriptures ?- Certainly this 


t — bath a great Hand in our Mi- 
Fries, and threatneth utter Ruin to us. be- 
jo 47 ifeth the Word ſhall be deſtroyed : Therefore 
as the Fire devoureth the Stubble, and the Flame 
comſumeth the Chaff; ſe their. Root ſhall be Not- 
tenneſs, and their Bloſſom ſhall go uwþ as DN; 


"ab and doſpiſed the Ward of the Hoy One o 
ACh, % 


hho gee $0 5 ˙8˙5· · s · 
nk, wh H A P. XVI. 


Their M; [carriages about the Promiſes. 


TUC H Ungodlineſs is alle enidenced in our 
Miſcarriages about the Premiſes of the Ward. 
he. Promiſes — the great Promoters of God- 
3 in the World, not only as Arguments to 
induce it, by ſhewing how Gop will reward it; 
bus likewiſe as Dara ar rwed or the 


chief 


Berauſe they have caſt away the Law of the LoRD 


Os © 2 - 


+. „ Yet r ot a 2 
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4 chief Inſtrument, whereby Gon makes Souls FR 
takers of the Divine Nature. 


b . How /ittle do we believe the Truth of the 
If Promiſes ? How little do we believe that the 


14 


N 2 irit of Go D and Glory reſts on them that ſuf- 8 


e „ Git and his Goſpel ? And that as 
* 5 — abound for Chriſt, ſ% Hall Canſolati 
le by Him? Or that we ſhall have an hundred 
d | fold _—_— by any Loſs we ſuſtain for Chrift 


1 All that Fear of Man; all that Cowardice 3; all 
er thoſe Tremblings of Heart, that are u us 
is ais Day; all that Enmity againſt the Crok of 
& Chri/l, which appears on the Faces, and Hearts 
„of Men, are clear Demonſtrations how little the 
ve I Promiſes for the bearing up under Suffering, for 
ne the Deliverance out of Suffering, or rewarding of 
Suffering for Chriſt are believed: We aue 
7; ſet the Promiſes againſt all Croſſes. | 


of 2. How low is our Efteem of the Promiſes of 35 
| If Gop, of the great and faithſul Gop, in Compa- 
riſan of what — are concerning the Promiſes 
6 honeſt and ſufficient Men ? I appeal to thee, uf 
$ || he King ſhould promiſe thee a thouſand Pounds 
ber Annum, whether it would not more rejoice 
Heart, then the Promiſes which Gop hath 
made unto thee; do? With how few are the 
ann of Gop n great and precious. 25 


0 3. How Little do we admire at Gop's looping "ah 
% low, as to oblige Himſelf in Promiſe ta ſuth © 
rs. 4 we? Gon might have dealt with us by Way 
d- of abſolute Sovereignty and Dominion, impoſing 
to Commands to do our Duty, without adjoining 
it; my Promiſe of Reward, He being o Cn 
and we his Creatures: It is his great Conde- 
Hp 22loy ORF boon ſcenſion 
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upon Himſelf to do fo and ſo. And yet how 
| little are we in Admiration ? 5 


F. How Veri do we rely upon Gob, 10 matt 


as oft as they fail, Gop will fail too. Who lays 
Endeavours, and the Means we uſe, and ſo divide 
A 


Do not we dote upon the Bracelets, but neglect 
the Friend? Do not ſome ſet a greater value on the 
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ſcenſion, to deal with us by Way of Promiſe, 
which is not only a Signifcation of what He 
will, do, but a laying a Bond or Obligation 


4. How little do we bleſs the Lox b for thoſe Jew- 
els, that are wrapt up in the Promiſes ? For the Fruit, 
that hangs on this Tree of Life? This is the Pro- 
miſe, that he hath promiſed us, even eternal Life. A 
Crown is promiſed : He hall receive a Crown of 
Life, which the LoRD hath promiſed to them that 
love Him. A Kingdom is promiſed : Hearken, 
my beloved Brethren, hath not GoD choſen the 
Poor of this World, rich in Faith, and-Heirs of 
the Kingdom, which He hath promiſed to then 
that lode Him? Yet how unthankful ? This 
doubtleſs proceeds from our Diffidence of the Faith- 
fulneſs of the Promiſer, and therefore that ſhall 
be another Queſtion. | te | 


good his Promiſes? How many think God the 
Promier, as changeable as themſelves ? Men in 
Boats, being in conſtant Motion upon the Waters, 
are apt to fancy, that the Land and Frees move, 
as they themſelves do: So many Chriſtians think, 


all the Streſs upon the Faithfulneſs of Him that 
hath promiſed ? Do not we lean partly to our own 


our Dependencies betwixt the Promiſes of Gon, 
and our own Duties, to bring in Pardons and 
6. Do net we eye Promiſes, without eyeing Chrild? 


Promile 
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ſe, I Promiſe, than on Chriſt's Perſon ? Though the Pro- 
Je miſes are only the Chrytal Streams of that River of 
on Lie, rohich proceedeth out of the Thrane of GoD, and 
ww Lamb; yet do not we make them the primary, 
and not the ſecondary Object of Faith? Who look 
upon Promiſes only as hs in to bring Crit 
and the Soul together? 


7. How little de we wait, till that Good, which 
is in the Promiſes, be given out to us ? Ye baue Need 
if Patience, that ; ye have done the Mill of Gop, 
e may receive the Promiſe. Sure, The Viſion is for 
appointed Time, and Gop would have us to 
wait, though it tarry; becauſe it will not tarry 
beyond the Time appointed by the wiſe and. faith- 
en ful Gop : But, though Gop never fail of his own 
his Time, yet He ſeldom comes to ours; and then we 
th- run into Unbelief, if not Impatiency of Spirit. 
1all How oft do we antedate the Promiſe, and ſet it a 

Time before Gop's Time? Patience hath not its 

perfect work, ſo that if Gop ſave us out of our 
ale Miſeries, we ſhall not be able to ſay, Lo, this is 
the ur Gop, we have waited for Him, and He will 
in ¶ Ive us. This is the Lok, we have waited for Him, 
ers, N we will be glad and rejoice in his Salvation. This 
ve, limiting the Holy One of Irael, either as to Means, 
nk, (when we tie up the Lox D to work 1 Ways and 
ays I Cauſes of our own) or to Days and Hours of our 
hat I own bold and impudent Preſcription, is no ſmall 
wn I Provocation. How oft did they provoke Him in the 
ide ¶ Vilderneſs; and grieve Him in the Deſart? Yea, 
ob, ey turned back, and tempted GoD, and limited the 
ind I fly One of Ifracl. Some will wait a Month or two 
or the Promiſe of Pardon, that they may have 

Peace in their Conſciences ; but when they ſee no- 
iſt? MW thing comes of their Waiting, then there is no 
let I Hope, why ſhould I wait on the Loxp any lon- 
the ter? We allow Time to the Phyſician to cure us, 

FG” | we 
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we yield, that he knows the fitteſt Time to ap- 
ply Cordials; but we yield not ſo much to Gop: 
We: would have the ſmarting Plaiſter pulled off, 
before the Wound be healed ; whereas it is beſt 
for us, to have it kept on. David waited patient- 


ly; but ſo do not we: Our Hearts are not at Reſt, f 


but we ſtagger like Drunkards; we reel this Way, 
and that Way, but are not eſtabliſhed : In this we 
are not confident, that GoD who hath promiſed, 
cannot lie, and therefore will perform the Word, 
that is gone forth from an unfeigned Lip : We are 
too haſty in our Defires, whereas Gop knows the 
fitteſt Seaſon for the Promiſe to bring forth : We 
ſhall have it, when the Time is come ; but we ha- 
ſten the Birth, and ſpoil the Conception. The 
Prophet of old, complains of ſome, that they were 
of an haſty Heart : Whereas, He that believeth, ma- 
eth not Haſte. Gop deſers, to put an Edge on 
our Deſires, a Value on what is promiſed, and to 
exerciſe our Faith. $04 


8. How: many have abuſed, rather than applied 
Promiſes? How many abuſe the Mercy of Go, 
ſo that even the Promiſes become an Occaſion 
of Stumbling, whilſt they continue in Sin, in 
Hopes of Pardon? We are not led by the Sweet- 
neſs of the Promiſe to Repentance; but rather 
Harden our Hearts, preſuming of Pardons on Courſe 
from the Gop of Grace: Many continue to Sin 
That Grace may abound: Hence - Repentance is 
put off. The Promiſes are not made a Sanctu- 
ary unto which Men fly from Sin, but as a SanQu- 
y to protect them in their finful Courſes. Do 
not we eye Promiſes, and yet hate Commands! 
Do not we mind temporal Promiſes, with the 
neglect of ſpiritual, and therein diſparage Go, 
by fetting a deeper Value on Earth than on Hes 
ven, on our Back and Bellies, than on Gov! 


Do 
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Do not we eye the Promiſes that ſpeak of Mer- 
cy, and pals over thoſe. that lead to Duty? View, 
with Pleaſure pardoning Promiſes, but neglect 
the Promiſes of ſprinkling us with clean Wa- 
ter, and that Sin ſhall not have Dominion o- 
vir us? We like it, that Gop ſhould be our 
Cop; but we love not to be Gop's People. We 
take hold of Promiſes, but we forget the Con-. 
dition: F my People, ſhall humble themſelves, and 
fray, and ſeek my Face, and turn from their e- 
ul Hays. Little is that minded by us, which, 
the Prophet ſpeaks, At what. Inſtant I ſhall ſpeał 
ancerning a Nation, and concerning a Kingdom: 
% build and to plant it, if it do Evil in my Sight, 
lat it obey not my Voice, then I will repent ef 
the. Good wherewith I ſaid I would benefit them. 
We love, promiſed Mercies, but we overlook. 
the preparatory Duties of ' Faſting, Praying, , 
Repenting and Reforming our Hearts and Ways. 
Gop hath linked his Promiſes and our Seeking 
together. Thus ſaith the Lonp Gop, I wil yet 
pie I fir this be enguired of by the Houſe of Iſrael, to. 
ob, it for them : But how many of us do either 
fon altogether neglect, or ſlothfully go about to per- 
, inform the Condition of the Promiſe? Are not 
reet-Mlome of us altogether Strangers to Faith, the 
ther Condition of the whole Covenant of Grace ? We 
ourſeWncver gave ourſelves unto the Lok p, yet run away 
Sin with the Promiſes of Forgiveneſs; though ignorant 
ot the Mediator betwixt Gop and ſinful Creatures, 
though full of Pride and high Conceits of our 
"ſown Righteouſneſs, yet we boaſt Abraham is our 

Father, the ns. are ours. How do the 
Promiſes of Go make ſome flothful in the 
1 theWlſe of appointed Means? How formal in Duties 
re we? May it not be ſaid of us, as of the I- 
nage, there is ſomewhat wanting within? Are 

vt we fully Doves without Heart ? Are not we 
2 | bolſtred 
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bolſtred up with the Promiſes ? O! theſe Pillows 
under our Heads make us flumbring Virgins: 

All is well, Gop is merciful, but we do not 
ſweat and get our Living by Labour, we ſtrive 
riot to enter in at the frarthe Gan” * 


9. How nice and curious are ſome in applying 
F Promiſes? They take no Pleaſure in any Pro- 
miſes, but ſuch as they think no Hand touch- 
ed before their own - They neglect the plain, 
clear, open Promiſes of the Goſpel; and if any 
be more abſtruſe, and hard to be found out, 
by an ordinary Eye, they are greedily ſuck'd 
in: They are only or mainly for myſtical Pro- 
miſes. Such think they are delighted with the 
Goodneſs of the Promiſe, whereas they are only 
pleaſed with the Newneſs of it, or with their 
own Invention, and that they can ſee farther in- 
to a Mill-ſtone than another, I have known 
ſome of theſe, and I have ſeen what is become 
of them; their Pride and Aﬀectation hath ed 
them alſo from the plain Paths of Holineſs. 


"10. How many will not claſe with a Promiſe, 
till the Thing promiſed be found within them? 
Becauſe their Hearts are ſo corrupt, therefore they 
will not apply the Promiſes of purifying the Heart: 
Whereas there is. no Way to get their corrupt  # 
Hearts cleanſed, but by laying hold on ſuch 
Promiſes ; and the lon they keep off the Pro- 
miſe, the worſe it will be with them: There 
is no other Way, but by this Ark, to eſcape 
drowning ; and 'the longer they wander in this 
Wilderneſs, the more hard it will be to enter 


11. Do not we pretend to eye the Promiſes, and 
yet uſe indirect Means to lring our Deviſes 15 
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from all Filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, and per- 
feet Holineſs in the fear of Gop? ; OY: 
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; We have pretended to live the Life of 

aich ; but Gop knows what wicked (at leaſt 
ucſtionable) Courſes Men have taken; how much 
Foil hath been done, that Good may come. 
Have not we, to help Gop's Promiſes to bring 
forth, turned out of Gop's Way, offered Vio- 
lence to known Laws, wronged Ca for- 
got all Obligations upon us, regarded nothing 
that ſtood in our Way of compaſſing our De- 


ſigns? 


12. How little do we examine the Fruits of 
Gop's Promiſes in our own Souls ? The exceeding 
great and precious Promiſes are given, that we 
might be Partakers of the Divine Nature, having 
Yee ed the Corruption that is in the World through 

* That we might purify ourſelves, even as 
Gop is Pure: But do we look for thoſe Ends 
to be attained by the Promiſes in our Souls? 
Do we look not only for a Change from Looſe- 
neſs to Civility, but a thorough Sandification in 
Body, Mind, and Spirit? Alas l which of us can 
ſay, Having theſe Promiſes, we cleanſe ourſelves 
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© Their Abuſe of Providence. 
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Bus of Providence is another Branch of Un- 
godlineſs. Gop is to be honoured, not 

= as the chief Good, and as the ſupreme Truth 
and Authority; but as the firſt Cauſe that giv- 
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eth Being to all Things, and therefore order- 
eth and diſpoſeth of all Things as He pleaſeth: 
But O! how is Gop diſhonoured, by abuſing his 
Providence? The blind World are not only 
guilty, who do not acknowledge Gop at the 
other End of Cauſes, as ſwaying all Things b 
his Wiſdom and Power, but ſet up an Idol 55" 
led Chance; but even Profeſſors, eminent Pro- 
fellors of Religion, are herein very guilty, 


1. How ſeldem do we obſerve Gon's Providence? 
The Finger of God is in all the Creatures; not 
only we, but all Creatures /ive, move, and have 
their Being, from Gop, and in GoD: The whole 
| Courſe of Nature moves as it is turned by the Hand 

of Gon, and directed by his Counſel: It is not 


with the Work of Gop, as with the Artificer's | 


Clock, which, put into a Frame, and hang'd 
with Weights, will go, though the Artificer be off 
from it; but though Gop ſer all the Creaturcs in 
Frame, yet the Motion of eveiy Wheel depends 
on Gop. There is not a Drop of Rain falls, ill 
Gon utter his Voice, and cauſe the Vapours to aſcend 
from the Ends of the Earth: Vet how is Gop not 
minded? e ſee not his Featfleps: He paſſetb this 
May, and that, and we fee Him not. Our Eyes 
are held to ſecond Cauſes: We look when the 
Wind, or Moon, will Change; but we are io 
Short · ſighted, that we reach not Gop. How ſcl- 
dom do we conſider, that though Gop's Plovi- 
dence doth deliver up his choiceſt Friends, into 
the hands of his and their Enemies, yet doth it not 
deliver them up unto their Will: they cannot do 
what they plraſe, but only what pleaſcth Gop: 


Such are ſtill engraven on the Palms of his Hands, 


though turned over into the Hands of the Ungodly; 
they are Gop's Favourites ſtill, though the Wick- 
cd ſay, Perſecute them, ard jake them, for 705 
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bath forſaken them. How little do we Mind, that 
our Times are in Gop's Hands; and that as Satan 
is in a Chain, ſo are his Inſtruments: We fear 
Men more than Gop. O! when ſhall we hear 
that Word of Gon, Say nt a Confederacy to all 
them to whom this People ſhall ſay a de nei- 
ther fear ye their Fear, nor be afraid: Santtify the 
LorpD of Hy Himſelf, and let Him be your Fear, 
and let Him be your Dread? ee 


2. How little are we affected with the continual 
Courſe of Providence, though it guards and keeps us 
every Moment? The Stars in their Courſes would 
fight againſt us; the Sea would break in as a De- 
vourer; the Beaſts of the Field would arm againft 
us, if Gop did not check them, and bind them; 
yea, one man would eat up another, were it not 
for the Lok, who ſets Bounds to the Rage of all 
the Creatures. It is the Eye of Jealouſy that is 
ſtill wakeful for us; it is the LokD, that puts the 
Host into the Noſe, and the Bridle in the Lips, of 
the Senacheribs of the World; and yet how little 
are our Hearts affected? How little are they com- 


forted, how little do they cleave unto the Lo? 


"On the contrary: How. diftruſtful ate we of 
Gop's Providence, in a Time of ſeen Dangers, 
though we are wonderfully delivered from inviſible 
ones every Day? Who can number the Legions of 
Devils? So many Deliverances haſt thou by God's 
Providence every Moment; and yet how diffiden 
are we, upon all-new imminent outward homes? | 
How Title do we believe, that Gop will bring in 
Good to us, by ſuch Providences as are ungrateſul 
to Senſe, to Fleſh and Blood? Though nothing is 
more uſual, than Gop to take away ſome Com- 
forts, and lay in * Comforts; to take away 
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an Abel, and make it up in Seth: To deprive Ven 
of the Comforts of the whole World for a while, 
and then to waſh it from its Filthineſs, and to de- 
liver him the Poſſeſſion of it, with manifeſt Proofs 
of his fingular Cate of him and his Family, whilſt 
all the ref of the Creatures periſhed in the Waters: 
To deprive Mary and Martha of their Brother 
Lazarus, and to return him from the Dead with 
Advantage: To deprive Feb of his Children and 
Eſtate, to make his laſt Days better than his firſt, 
and to give bim twice as much as he had before; 
yet how little can we truſt Providence in ſuch Ca- 
ſes? How hardly were the Diſciples perſuaded, that 
the Abſence of their Lokp ſhould be fupplied in 

the Spirit? And yet faith Crit, Nevertheleſs I tell 
Jou the Truth, it 15 2 you that I go away; 

for if I go net away, the Comforter will not come 
unte you; but if I depart, I will ſend Him to yu. 
Chr:i/t in his Spirit, dwelling in our Hearts, is bet- 
ter than Chrif in Fleſh, dwelling in our Houſes. 


 "NoTHiNG more uſual with Gos than to make 
the Loſs of one Comfort, the Means of enjoying 
another with Advantage, yea with the ABR 
of the hundred fold: But alas! moſt fear they ſhall 
de Loſers by Chriſt and for Uri. Gop ſeldom 
proceeds in a direct Way to his Ends, i. e. in 2 
tight Way, to our Arete, in ſuch a Way 
2 we would have Him go in; but He leads us 2. 
bout, as he did 7/roel, and yet that was the right 
Way indeed; though the Means ſeem to oppoſe 
the End; yet He works to the Praiſe of his Name: 
He can write right by a crooked Pen, and bri : 
Honey out of the Carcaſs of the Lion: But 

how little do we truſt Providence when the Means 
are not probable to effect our expected End? Who 
believes there ſhall be Light in the Evening? And 
that Sarah ſhall have a Pofterity as the Stars xl thi 
CY 5555 Fir- 
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Firmament for Multitude, and as the Sand on the 
2 Sea-ſbore, which is innumerable? Who will think 
f5 that the Sun and the Stars ſhould bow to Joſeph, 
@ WW when he lies in the Pit, or is in the Dungeon of 
3. the Heathen King? How unſeemly is the Behaviour 


ef of many, if Providence thwarts them in taking a- 
th way a Child, an Huſband, an Eſtate? How dif- 
d couraged and caſt down are we, as if Gop in his, 


k, Providence had pulled down that, which He could 
never build again, or -rooted up that which He. 
. could neyer plant again? O] how few believe that 
it if, Gop pull down their Brick-houſes, that He will | 
n build them again of hewn Stones, and that if He conſume 
Jl WW their Fir-trees, He will build again with Cedar: ? 
; BE Whence is all our Dejectedneſs under Croſs-Provi- 
10 dences, but from our not believing that all Things 
1. are diſpoſed by the wiſe and gracious, Providence 
t- of Gop? We believe not enough that the Eyes of 
eur loving Father run to and fro throughout the Earth 
3 te ſhew lere mervellu for our in a Time 
ce 4 Need an er. Few can ſay, 8 our 
8 uge and Strength ; a very preſent Help in Trouble. 
8 Tce, will tue not fear, . the err be re- 
ved, and though the Mountains be carried into the 
m mi of the Sea. Few believe that if the Loxp 
2 de pleaſed to lay a great Burden upon their Shoul- 
ay „He will give great 1 to bear it, and if 
2. e gives but little Strength, He will ſurely propor- 
ht WM tion the Burden to it. Whence are all our Uproars 
of Spirit, and Diſquietneſs of Heart, but from our 
not truſting Providence? When Goo is working 
Defolatione did we ſee it his work, we would be 
fill, David. was ſo, when provoked: by Shrimei.. 
Gop hath bid Shimei curſe. Abiſba was not ſo 
much concerned in the Affront, as David; but he 
lecs. not Go in the Lips of Shimei, and therefore 


Zap K 3 ALL 


114 4 Goſpel-Glaſi : Or, 


All Revenge in the Hearts of Men one againſt 
another. may be attributed to Man's Blindneſe and 
injudicious View of Things; they ſee not the Wicked 
to be Gop's Sword to let out their Corruption; they 
do not believe that Gop intends to purſue gracious 
Deſigns by fuch Inſtruments. How filent ſhould 
we be, yea how full of Praiſes; if by an Eye of 
Faith we faw the End of Gop in all his Providen- 
ces? Before I was afflifted I went aftray ; but now 
F keep thy Word: I know, O Lond, that thy Fude- 
ments are right, and that Thou haſt affiified me in 
Faithfulneſs. He for our Profit, that we might. be 

: Partaters of his Holineſs. © 


3. How oft have we made Providence an Argu- 
ment to juſtify our Actions? That becauſe Gop 
doth not puniſh Us, therefore He loves us and ap- 
pro of our Way? Whereas the Scriptures and 
Experience ſhew, that there is a juft Man that pe- 
riſheth in his "Righteouſneſs, and there is a wicked 
Man that prolergs his Life in Wickedneſs: Sometimes 
God's not puniſhipg, is the greateſt Puniſhment. 
Jerome obſerves, that Gon deals with us as Parents 
with Children, whilſt there is any Hope of reclaim- 
ing them, they are corrected; but otherwiſe they 
ate let alone, to do at they liſt. Or as Phyſicians 
7 continue their Applications, whilſt there is any 
| Hope of the Patiem . Life; otherwiſe they let them 
alone. How do ſome bleſs themſelves, that they 
never faſted and prayed as others, and yet they 
ride on Horſeback, whilſt others go on Foot. But. 
What faith the Scripture; . Dives had his good Things 
here, and Lazarus evil: Dives fared deliciouſly every 
Day, his Miſery is reſerved to hereafter, as Lazarus 
his Comforts are reſerved till Death. It is a con- 
ſiderable Paſſage of a very learned Man, in weak- 
ening the late Poſition of ſome, that Gop bad 
Teftimony to their Cauſe, by the many Viftorws ' 
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which He had. given them. * This concluding offi 
yours will by the ſame Reaſon infer that Chr 108 
nity is not, and that Mahometiſm i is true Religion; 
becauſe when the Turks aflerted: one, and the 
Greek-Church the other, and that Difference begat 
a War betwixt them; the Turks were ſucceſsful, 
and the Gree&-Church ſubdued; and fo remains to 
this Hour in that Captivity.” D- not all Things 
come alike to all? And yet good Men have Hat 
tumbled at theſe Diſpenſations: When they ſee. 
the Wicked walk on every Side (go where they 
pleaſe, and do what they pleaſe) they are apt, either 
to doubt of Gop's Providence, whether He 
verns the World, or to call in queſtion 42 - 
they have any Relation to God's ſpecial Care. But 
donot we know that the Child is oft beaten, whilſt 
the Servant or Stranger is 1 5 * 25 we know 
that Fudgment begins at the Houſe of Go p, yea, 
and 2257 s long there, and all that it the Tents 
of of Ungodineh may be free? They may wax old 
ond grow in Wealth ; their Seed may be efabliſhed. 
But al this wn have with the Curſe of Gon. 


"1 Tus W "WET TER hath favoured us, have 
net we the leſs rolled ourſelves on the Covenant "of 
Grace? Hath not God had the leſs of our Depen- 
dance and Faith ? Have not the Promiſes lain more. 
neglected? So that Gop hath. been even neceſſita- 
ted to draw in his Hand of Bounty, that, when 
e:ftitute, we may. truft to, Him. The Cifterns legk 
"aces, that the Fountain 7 be in Ae Requeſt, - Ya 


_ How diſeantented ar * toe to this. P with ; 
Gon's Providential, Admimiftrations toward us?” 
How do we reſcribe to Gop? Some would be 
richer than” they are; others more honourable: , 
dome covet to be aboveathers. We have bad Me- 
norjes, ot elſe we cannot but remember how ill 
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me of us improved our Talents of Power and 
Honour, when we had them. Is it reaſonable that 
Gop ſhould be charged for an hard Maſter for not 
entruſting ten Talents in our Hands, when we 
Have been fo unfaithful to our former Allotments ? 
efurun-like we waxed fat, and never were more 
aft-like, than when we were in the greeneſt Pa- 
ſtures. Gop would be 'd even with Indif- 
cretion, if He ſhould commit more Talents again 
to thee, till thou art humbled for thy former Un- 


6. How do we tale Gop'sWork out of bis Handi? 
How careful are we in many Things, though we 
ſhould be careful in nothing F Though we cannot 
add one Cubit to our Stature by all our Cares; yet 
what Sollicitudes eat into our Hearts, and cut them 
in twain? We ſhould ſerve Providence in oo of 
Hears, but ſhould have nothing to do with the Iſſucs 

and Events of the Means we uſe, but leave them to 
. Gor. That which is not under our Power, 
ſhould not be under our Care. All Things are or- 

dered by the deliberate Counſel of Gor. 7 retur- 

. ned, and ſaw under the Sun, that the Race is not te 

the feoift, nor the Battle to the firong, neither yet 

Bread to the wiſe, nor yet Riches ta Men of Under- il 

| Standing, nor yet Favour to Men of Skill, but Tine 

and Chance happeneth to them al 


7. How commonly da Men neglef the Providence 
of GoD, and betake themſelves to their own os 
to. extricate themſelves from their Miſeries? Is Man 
wiſer than God? And yet Men hope rather to 
help themſelves by their own Wiles and Endea- 
vours, than by leaning to the Providence of Gop. 
O! how have Men run to extraordinary Courſes 
to deliver themſelves out of their Miſeries ? For 
this, Gop may make our Land deſolate and a perpet 
_ , ; 
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al Hiffing, ” Deriſion: He may juſtly ſcatter us 
as with an 2 ind be ee the 3 and ſhew 
us the Back, and not the Face, in the Ti 7 our Ca- 

lamity. | 


8. Have net we been ne, in viewing the 
Providence of Gor ? Have not we taken ſome one 
Providence, and fixed our Eye upon it ſo long, till 
our Hearts have been even overwhelmed with Sor- 
row? But we have not viewed the Providences of 
God in their Contexture, nor in their Relation to 
gacious Ends for our good: Some take more notice 
of ſmiling Providences than of frowning, of what 
in Providence makes fer them, and their Courſes, 
than of what makes againſt them; but others take 
more Notice of frowning Providences than of 
ſmiling, of what makes againſt them, than of what 
makes for them. In this we have ſhewn ourſelves 
Fools; for who 1s wiſe ſhall underſtand theſe Things : 
Who? That is, few or none are ſuch, and then 
there is an ate With or Deſire of the Prophet, 
O that Men were wiſe to underſtand theſe Things: 
The Ways of the Lonp are Wes e Men dunk 
them not 
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Trrocaier is 2 Pins of / Ung e 
which, ll Leaven, hath fuſed ifelf for 725 
It is the greateſt Ungodlineſs that can be, 
bs rok the LoRD of his Dominion over the Con- 
ſcience. | Gop is not honoured unleſs He be ac- 
knowledged 


5 3 


1... ns A Goſpel-Glaſs : Or, 1 
1 knowledged as having the ſupreme Authority, not 
| only over the Life, but the Heart; and therefore 
4 his Authority is never more undermined than by p 
= a meer Form of Godlineſs. e 


1 | lx how many hath the Tongue prayed, when 4 
i not the Heart? "Theſe have been much in Faſting I 
1 and Prayer, and thought themſelves much wrong- Il 
= ed that they were not heard: But Gop gives them Il + 
4 2 Reaſon; Ye ſhall nat foff as ye ds, to make your Wu 
| Poice to be heard on high. The Hypocrite, may lit Ws 
up his Voice ſtrongly, and yet never be heard: WI» 
His Voice for Want of the Heart therein may Wr 


| never come up to Gop's Dwelling Place. How Wth: 
many tell Gop that ny Ky th Him, yea that they Wto 
| love Him with all their Hearts, whereas they flat- 
| ter Gop with their Lips; they delight not in his 
_ Preſence; yea, all the while they are ſerving their Nc 
Turn on Gop? Fain they would partake of Gop's Wit 
3% Bounty, of God's Protection, and Gop's Pardons, Wit, 
= but they love neither Gop nor his Image: When WU: 
1 Gop puts them to expreſs their Love by Self- de - Wii 
= . Htial, then you ſhall ſee the Graves to be full of Wihe 
= Rottenneſs ; they hate ty hehe and to be ſpent for ct 
| Gop. How many tell Gop that they are troubled 
for offending Him, when they are only-troubled I | 
that He is difpleafing them, and about to correct . 
them for their Abuſes of Him? They will cry out Ma 
in Prayer, O my Careleſſneſs! But alas! it is not Nr 
Sin, but the Conſequences of Sin, that diſturb them. Wi 
How will many tell Gop they fear Him, and his Wi: 
Judgments, when indeed they fear neither; witneſs Wen 
their frothy, light Spirits and Converſations?. How 
weill they tell Gop that all the World is but as 2 Wn 
Drop of a Bucket in Compariſon of his Majeſty; ]MWL 
and yet they fear the Wrath of Man more than the Wir: 
Wrath of Almighty Gop? How many will tell W 
God that they are contented with all his 2 


a Call to Repentance.. 119 


and yet their Hearts are full of inward Riſings a- 
inſt the Providence of God? How many tell 
Gop they believe in Him, truſt to his Mercy, de- 
pend on Chriſt, and all their Cares are caſt on 
Grit; when Gop knows their Care and Work, 
like Bees, is to get Honey to their Hives; they mind 
urthly Things, and are ſcraping the Duſt of the 
Valleys to themſelves, as if they thought it their 
Wiſdom rather to Jean to their own providing, 
than to be beholden to the Lox D? How earneſt 
te ſome in their Cries fo Gop for Victory over 
lin; but ſecretly hate it not? And doth it not ap- 
pear in this, for that having directed their Prayers 
o the LoRD, they do not look up, to fee whether 
the Corruption be more mortified, and their Love 
to it abated, yea or no TA 


How much Hypocriſy hath appeared in our De- 
claimings mu others Sins? O! we muſt not. 
ſuffer this; the Houſe of Gop muſt, be kept clean, 

u muſt not be made a Den of Thieves, a Cage of 
Uncleanneſs: And all this while their Zeal is no- 
ling but Revenge; a ſecret Grudge there is againſt 

he Delinquent, and now that an Advantage offer- 
eh, they will have their Peanyworth out of him. 


How many are always finding Faults, blaming ; 
Magiſtrates, Miniſters, all but themſelves? This 
lan wants Courage, and another wants another - 
race, whilſt.they themſelves want all Grace, as 
king. meer Pieces of Pageantry. How many, 
ning Hypocrites have we, that will in all Com- 
nies, eſpecially where Miniſters are, be crying 
ut againſt the Baſeneſs and Treachery of their 
Wh earts, and the Wickedneſs of their own 5 
Lives, and reſt in their lazy Complaints, but re- 


i > " BY. 
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How ſevere are ſome in their Cenſures of Sin 
in others, as Judah againſt Thamar, ſhe muſt be 


burnt? Who will now ſuſpe&t Judab to be un- 


clean? How ready have we been to judge and cen. 
ſure others, rather than ourſelves? To behold x 
Mlote in others, but not the Beam in ourſelves? 

How many cenſure others for being talkative, and 
therefore would impoſe Silence upon others ; be- 
cauſe they have neither Heart nor Tongue them- 
ſelves, to vindicate Gop, and to promote Reli. 
gion ? 


How many are full of Perſuaſions of the Lo 
of Gop, of the Grace of Gop, and are yt 
ignorant of the firſt Principles of Chriſtianity, 
NegleQors of Family Prayer, or Cloſet Duties? 
They think well of themſelves, becauſe in their 
Duties before Men, they are devout and zealous, 
but in their Cloſets they are ſtraitned, and put the 

Loxp off with a ſhort Collect. How many are 


| neat and cleanly when walking in the Views off 
others; but if you follow them Home to their 


Houſes and Chambers, how naſty, how foul are 

they? How many are there whoſe Religion lies in 

their Face, Habit, Geſture; ſeem demure, hum- 

ble, walk with their Eyes looking downwards, 

bow with Ab/alom to the People, and yet thei 
Hearts full of Pride and Loftineſs? 


How hath Hyprocriſy followed thee from th 
Corners of the Streets to the very Cloſet? Tho 
haſt ſhut thy Door, as if thou wouldſt ſhut out the 
World and Devils, and there haſt fallen aſleep, o 
(which is as bad) parlied with the Devil, and pam 
pered thy Luſts: Hypocriſy, like the Frogs of Z 
Opt, hath crept into thy moſt ſecret Retirements. 


Hoy 
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Sin How few can pretend to Uniformity in their 
de Obedience? How many will be aſhamed, becauſe 
un- they reſþe not all Gop's Commandments ? Still 
en- they clip the Law; ſtill ſome Reſerves; they will 
da et go Profaneneſs, ſo they may but reſerve Cove- 
es? touſneſs; they will pray and hear, ſo they m 
and extort from their Neighbour; or they will be ſtrict 
be- ¶ to Rules of Juſtice and Equity among Men, but 
m- ¶ they will rob Gop of his Honour: Some of them 
eli · are punctual to a Day, to a Farthing, (Bluſh, 
Reader, if thou art ſhort of the Hypocrites Stature) 
but they will rob Gop of his Due, of his Due 1 in 
owe che Cloſet, andi in the n too. 


ity, How e do we — ſome deſiring to 
es! know the leaſt Meaſure of ſaving Grace; and why? 
heir} becauſe they would fit down therewith. There 
us, is not a ſurer Note of an unſound Heart, than to 

be contented with the leaſt — of Grace, and 
not to _ forward. | 


„Mer generally do Men "IEF to 50 ciated 
about their State ? This is a ſure Sign of a painted 
Chriftian : Paint will not endure the Fire; Hypo- 
-N crites hate — 000 Work. How ma- 

ny continue in a Courſe of Religi ion, and yet their 
Hearts are hardned more — more, and t 
know it, and 8. will hardly conſult with Miniſters 
about their ſad Condition; be if ay = yet prac- 
ag wy more than before ? 


- O1 wHaTa Comments hath Gov: with Bne- 
lend for its great Hypocriſy? We have called our- 
ſelves the holy City, and have made Mention of the 


Go of Ifrae 1, but not in Truth, not in Rig — 
ts. %. Thou ugh you have paſſed for Saints in'the 
Account of ſhort-ſighted Men, yet you are — 


Devils in Chris — Of all Devils none are - 
Vor. All. 9 
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ſo bad as the proſeſſing Devil. O] when will ye 
Put en the new Man, which after GoD ts created in 
Righteouſneſs, and trur Holineſs ? Believe it, if thou 
art a Whited Wall, Gon will ſmite thee: If you 
deny G0 D your Hearts, never expect his Ear: 
Quails you may have, but with a Vengeance, 
with Leanne/s in your Souls: That which Gop de- 
_ and looketh for, is Truth in the inward 


N eee eee 
SH. IX; 

SJ 

N HEN g6u remember the Evil of your IWays, 


of your ungodly Ways, you may not ont 

your Sabbath Sins. GOD hath appointed the Sab- 
bath; He hath ſanctiſied it for ſpecial and entire 
Communion with Himſelf. The Law of the Sab- 
bath was given before the Fall: But ſince the 
Fall, this Reſt is of more abſolute Neceſſity, for 
that we cannot now apply our Minds entirely to 
Matters of ſo different a Nature, as heavenly and 
_ earthly Things are. The Sabbath is many Ways 
honourable: It was anciently ſet apart by Gop; 
it was written with Gop's own Finger on the 
Tables; Gop rained Manna on that Day; it is 
called an ever/a/ling Covenant, by Way of Emi- 
nency, as if nothing of, GoD's Covenant were 
kept, if this were not: Vea, Gop puts a Remem- 
ter on this Day, and na other: Remember that thou 
heep holy the Sabbath Day. If a Friend ſendeth to 
you, that he will come and ſolace himſelf e 
Company ſuch a Day, W ar 


1 
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when he will come, will he not take it ill if you 
neglect him then? If you are full of Employments, 

other Gueſts, and have no Leiſure to attend 
Communion with him? Thus faith Gop, Re- 
member ſuch a Time, I will ſet it apart on Pur- 
poſe to feaſt you; you are on other Days clogg d 
and cumbred with earthly Affairs, ſo that I can 
have but broken Communion with you; but pray 
remember to lay aſide all other Buſineſs, that J and 
vou may freely converſe together.” But inſtead of 


How little Preparation do we make for the ob- 
woke Day unto the Loxn, though Remember 
be a Watch-word of folemn Preparation for it? 
Remember it, think of it before it come, that thou 
mayſt be ready to ſanctify it, without any Diſtrac- 

ion by worldly Buſineſs. Which of us diſpatcheth 

his worldly Buſineſs ſeaſonably on the ſix Days? 
Nay, is it not a wicked Cuſtom, to engroſs more 
Buſineſs into our Hands and Hearts the Day before 
than on any other Day of the Week? Do not 
greedy ones ſit up later on Saturday Night, than 
any Night? Hereby their Hearts are cumbred with 
the World, and their Strength and Spirits waſted 
and ſpent, ſo that they cannot with a free Spirit wait 
upon Go Such is the Reverente that is due to 
the ſolemn and publick Duties of Devotion, that 
they require, not only a Surceaſe from other Works 
and Thoughts for the Time of the Performance, 
but alſo a decent Preparation before-hand; that we. 
to cur Feet, that ſo our Thoughts and Affecti- 
ons (hĩchare naturally bent upon the World, and 
not eaſily withdrawn from it) may be raiſed to a 
Diſpoſition becoming the Day. God alone knows, 
low oft the Devil and our own: Hearts have en- 
angled us with Occafions on the Saturday, whereby 
wr Minds have been diſtracted on the Sabbath ; 
L2 yea, 


An | 
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have we not at Times even ſecretly wiſhed, 
that the Sabbath were over, or might be adjourned, 
that we might-purſue fome worldly Deſign, which 
is obſtructed by its Interpofal? The Sabbath is the MY 
Saints Market-day, or Fair-day: You know what Wl . 
Preparations are made by Worldlings for their Days fo 
of Gain; would to Gop we had learned - Wiſdom 
from carnal Men, ſo to prepare for the Advantages 


to our Souls we may reap upon God's Day. 


How have we curtailed the Sabbath? Have not 
we riſen later on the Loxp's Day, than on any o- 
ther? And gone ſooner to Bed on that Day, than 
on any other? When will the Sabbath be gone? Do 
not we make it the ſhorteſt Day of the Week? O! 
if Gop had reſerved all the Days to Himſelf fave 
one, how diligent would you have been, to take all 
the Day to your worldly Buſineſs? This is a clear 
Evidence, that your Minds are more on your Pro- FA 
fits and Pleaſures, than on the Service of Chrif. h. 


How lowring are our Countenances, and how 
jumpiſh and heavy are our Hearts, in the Beginning 
of a Sabbath, much more than upon any other fre 
Day? Doth not this prove the Day to be no Way I 7: 
pleaſing to us? And how chearſul are ſome of us G 
when the Sabbath is ended? The Heart is not ſo 
well pleaſed all the Day, as thenz yea, do not ſome Þ 
cheat and delude themſelves hereby, as if they had 
Joy in the LorD, and had received Comfort from 
the Word, and other Ordinances; whereas they are ha 
glad that the Yoke of Ordinances, the Burden of 9 
' the Word of the Lox D, and the Burden of the Day 
of the Lon is taking off their Shoulders? _ 


How quieted are ſome when they have attended 
the publick Service? Do they betwixt and after 
thoſe ſolemn. Duties refrain their Lips from —_ 


1 
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Talk, from Impertinences, from ſuch Diſcourſe as 
bears no Proportion with the Holineſs of the Day? 


hs many neglect to ds all their Wirks on the 
Days though the Loxp ſo expreſs ly charyeth. 
0 to AG that they may, have a Pretence © 
Neceſſity to do much ſervile Work on the Saber? 
How common. is it to dreſs Meat on the Sabbath, 
more than on any other Day, when there is not the 
leaſt Pretence of Wealkneh? Hereby not only Ser- 
rants, but the whole Houſe are too Nu in Labour 
and Diſtraction, and hindered, if not from the ſo- 
lemn Aſſemblies, yet from F amily ad Cloſet 
Worſhip. 


"How do many. ee compliment, and feaſt 

mT (Abroad) the Day of the Lox D? Or elſe eat 

ceſs at Home, and thereby make themſelves. 

File for a Bed, than to wait on the Sanctuary, to 

hear Chriff's Voice, to meditate on OW Love, * 
to feed in * en . 


„ 


8 


ling From God. his Time; ; Vea, are not N 
ernors ſo ungodly and ieee that the 
will allow, their cop le no. Time but the Sabbath 
to recreate 'theinſelyes from, wer Labour? It hey 
need Recreation, you have more Time than Gob 
75 reſeryed ;. ſure you ſhould not * Kaub 
to pleaſure | them... arts 2 U-3 7 18A 2 44 
"In the Diſebarge of he v Works of Merdy Mia 
2nd rele do 08 0 5 re PSS more our own 1 50 . 
$280. the W God, than the Diſpen 
Aon quand 55 Creatures Neceſſities? SN 
atks © 1 ann with ſuch ſpiritual. 
— 
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Meditations, 5 they would afford us 1 nn 
were holy? Nat Hrn om i iT © Ae, 


How few bleſs Gon for giving bi one, Day, 
wherein they may lighten their 8 of all world. 
Cares, and throw o Rel Griefs and ſecular Cum - 
8 and my Tag! ief and Comfort in their. 


"$4 
Gop 63 34 e nom) 1 


£ 


Prxnars the IN a L368 Unto the 
Loxp; but how careleſs is he that his, Sons and 
Daughters, and all within his Gate, honour the 
Day of the Lonp? Do not many Governors of 
F Ales let them ſleep away the Sabbath, that they 
may be fitter for their Drudgeries the following. 
Week? O! when will Governors be as diligent 
that their Servants and. Houſhold ſerve the Lon D,, 
as that they ſerve themſelyes? You have been care- 
ful that yaur Work were done on the Week, but. 
careleſs whether Gop's Work were done by them. 
on the Sabbath; careleſs whether your Servants pro- 
fited by the Sabbath or no? When will God's 
Glory. and the Good of your Peoples Souls be nearer 
to you than. your worldly Advantages? You aſk. 
your. Servants' what Work they have done for you 
every Day, and call them to rr Accounts for 
your Gain's Sake: And what! never reckon. with 

them about their ſpiritual Work? O! bow 2285 
| is the Love of Gov in your Hearts? | ” 


How juſtly may Go be angry with us, 2611 He 
hath 3 us, for our defiling the — of the 
flows It was Gon? Law, that every every that 8 

it ſhould fur e, þ put to Dost hen. the. 
People were 8 1. the Sabbath, when * faid, 
will the "ae form be gone, that toe may. ſell. 
Corn, and the Sabbath, that we may [ef orth Wheat? 


E 


* 
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any of their Marte. Shall not the 
10 ae for an, of and every one mourn that 
duelieth therein? I will turn your Feaſts into Mourn- 
ing and all your Songs into Lamentation.. Behold 
the Days come, Jaith the Loxy Gop, that I wi 
ſind a Famine in the Land, not a Famine of Bread, 
wr a Thirſt for Water, but of hearing the Words. of 
the Lob. And they. ſhall wander 555 Sea to Ses, 
and from the North, even to the Eaft „ they ſhall run 


and. fis to fy the Word » & the Tons, and le 


not 4 Ih - 

ae er. ra ad xc cx 
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i E more ene Sd of Me ah us 

with a Duty, the more inexcuſable are our 
glects of it: There are few Things more com 
manded, than to try our Hearts and Lives: We 
are apt to be Strangers to ourſelves, to cheat our- 
ſelves with vain Hopes, to reſt in Notions; there- 
fore examine your ſebves, take an experimental Know- 
ledge of yourſelves: We are apt to prove others, 


nd cenſure them; therefore prove yourſelves, begin 


a Home, try your State, try your Actions, bring 
your Metal to the Touchſtone, ſee whether it be 
found or counterfeit ;. try your Faith, whether it be 
temporary or aving ; e bur 1 Whe- 
ther. it be thorough or examine your 
Love, whether it be fincere ID Ge ypocritical; and 


23 Obedience, whether! it be univerſal or partial. 4 
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Know therefore, and confider in thy Ellert, make 1 
Return or Anſwer to'thine Heart : Commune with 


thine own Heart,. hold Intelligence with it: Let a 


Man examine himſelf Let us frarch and try eur 
Ways. But yet notwithſtanding theſe Injunktions, 


1. How many are there, that never ſet about 


this Duty? They will Pray and read, but will not 
be perſuaded to look inward: They are as „ 
Strangers to their own, as to others Hearts. They 
are at no Pains, to try in what State they are: 
They will not try, whether they are new - born, or 
not; whether ſanctified, or not; whether a ſaving. 
Change hath paſt upon them, or not: They never 
examine what Juſtification, and juſtifying and ſav- 
ing Faith be, and whether they are juſtified, and 
ſhall be ſaved; like Gallio, Little caring for tboſe 
Things : They rexamine which Way they may 
eater in the World; but not how to prepare for 
ternity. Lou afk one another, what News from 
Navies, from Armies, from Court, from Country ;. 
but when did you ſpend one Hour to aſk our Hearts 


this ſerious Queſtion, O my Saul] what will le- 
come Les when thou leaugſi this earthly Taberna- 


cle We 2 where, but where we ſhould: 
We are better read in any Book, than in the ſealed 


Book of our own Hearts; We are not at all for a 
perſonal Treaty with our own Conſciences: We 
are too much prying into other Mens Hearts, but 
our Eyes turn not inward: We know not how it 


is with our Souls, and what will become of them; 


and we have no Mind to know ſuch Matters. 


2 | e eee ain FF 
As we commune not with our Hearts about 


aur States, ſo we do not commune with them about 
our Actions, neither before, nor after the doing 
them; Before we act, we do not adviſe with ou 
Conſciences, whether, what we be about to * 
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Ft be lawful or unlawful ; and if lawful, whether ex- 
«> Wocdient or inexpedient: After we have "acted, 
wy whether our Actions be good or evil. Ho many 
4 tre content fo the Matter be good, but examine 
rot themſelves about the Manner, Principles, 
Ss. nds, and Motives? Alas! how many wholly neg- 

ect this neceſſary Duty? If all were like theſe, 
af GoD might take up his old Complaint, No Man 
cryed out, INI bat have I dene? Or, O my Heart! 
har bath Gop done for thee? 


e: 2. Ir we do examine our Hearts, yet not by the Ward 
* the Lox. Gop would have us to try and 
prove ourſelves; then there muſt be ſome meaſuring 
er Line, ſome Standard, ſome Rule, to try ourſelves 
„yy; but herein we are hugely defective. We try 
d H ourſelves by ſome ſudden Pangs, or by the good 
je Opinion of others ee. us, or 22 the Lives 
© ofothers, (we being in an Hoſpital, where every 
or ¶ one almoſt is lame and defective) or by ſome other 
m Rule, that we ourſelves frame unto ourſelves, 
* ſo miſerably cheat ourſelves. O] how loth 
i. F are we, that the Light of God's Word ſhould be 
et down into the dark Cells of our Hearts. How 
. loth to try States or Actions by the Scripture, 
"7 I though thereby they muſt be tried at the laſt Day. 
xd He is a good . that compares Scripture 
vit Scripturez and he is a good Chriſtian, that 
compares the Scripture and his own Heart together, 
ut Bf that credits his own Heart only, when it hath * 
it Conſent of the Prophets and Apoſtles: * 


3. How ſuperficial are many in examining 4 
= fas, by the Nord! How few examine their State, 
s their Actions fully? Though our Hearts be very 
Impoſtors, deceitful above all Things," great 
ers, full of Guile; though there be Ihou - 
fs and Thouſands of Luſts' 0 
ts, 
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Hearts, and Deceits like the Sands on the Sea-ſhores 
yet how careleſly do we ſet upon this work? We 
take no Pains in it. | 0 


4. How /eldom are we in this Work? Some defer 
it *till a Sacrament, and then perhaps the Hauſe it 
fearch:d for the Leauen; whereas we ſhould keep a 
petty Seſſions in our Hearts every day, and do 
what we can to know the Bottom of the Projects, 
Devices, and Workings of our Hearts. When going 
to Prayer, we ſhould examine ourſelves, whether 
we have clean Hands, and pure Hearts, whether 
we are double- minded; if fo, there is no drawing 
nigh to Gop: And when we come off from the 
Duty, we ſhould confer with our Hearts, what 
Enlargements, Quicknings, Meltings, Humblings 
we had in the Duty; what Promiſes, what Threats 
were applied by the Spirit; whether we faw the 
Face of our Beloved, or not? When going to a 
Sermon, we ſhould examine in what Poſture wo 
are to meet with God, what Oil we want, that we 
may be ſupplied? When going to our Beds, we 
fhould examine our Hearts, how the Day hath been 
ſpent, what Sins were committed, what Duties done, 
and bow difcharged ; what Temptations were re- 
ſifted, what Mercies received, and what Growth 
and Increaſe of Grace we have obtained? When 
going to Viſit, this Duty ſhould be taken up before 
and after: Before, thus, Wherein may I honour 
their Wants, that I may endeavour to ſupply them? 
What are their Temptations and Diſcouragements, 
that I may labour to ſupport them? What are their 
Graces, that I may profit by them? ' After, thus, O 
my Heart! What good didſt thou do or receive in 
that C 7 Wit thou. Eyes to the- Blind, Feet 
to the Lame Didit thou labour to bring thy Friends 
nearer to Jeſus Ghri/t? Or haſt thou more _— 

#55 ST | 
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res Wed and prejudiced them, from and againſt the Way 
Ve of Truth? O my Heart! Didſt thou take Heed to 
dy Ways that thou didſt not fin with thy; Fongue? 


Didſt thou keep thy Mouth as with a Bridle? 


fer When going into the Shop, or Field; yet with 
it Jaac thou art to meditate there, and confer with 
» a Gon and thy Heart; thus, O my Heart! for whom 


do doſt thou labour, for thyſelf, or for Gon? Whole 


ts, Servant wilt thou be To-day, the World's or 
ng Cris? How many Snares are there in the World, 
e& Nand how great is thy Danger, if Gon prevent not 


er iy ſpecial Grace? O my Soul]! What Need haſt 


ng (hou of Almighty Power to keep thee, that thou 
he aayſt retain thy Sweetneſs in Salt Waters“? 


ts Words, or Silence; on our Speaking or Hearing; 
he ¶ on our Behaviour Abroad, or at Home? When do 
a ue conſider, what our Affections wete moſt ſet up+ 
on, in ſuch a Place, in ſuchꝭ an Hour; and what 


ve our Demeanor toward Gos, and toward our 
ve Neighbour, was? We do not believe Bernard, who 
en Midis us, „If we would examine ourſelves as oſt as 
e, we need, we muſt do it always.” And Chry- 
ems Paraphraſe and Counſel on Pham IV. is of 
th Is little credit with us, Let this Account be kept 
n every Day; have a little Book in thy Conſcience, 
re “ and write therein thy daily Tranſgreſſions, and 
ur “ when thou layeſt thee down on thy Bed, bring 
e forth thy Book, and take an Account of thy 
12 Sins. u Wo - y #46 | 
ir 5. Do nt wegrow weary of this Hork, before it 
JW lrought-to any conſiderable ue We flag be- 
n Wire we come to the Upſhot. Still ſame were learn- ' 
ag. and never came to the Knowledge of the Truth: - 


And ſo ſome: pretend 


8 Bor alas] How ſeldom de we reflect on our 


| » at. leaſt to be always trying; 
ut they bold nat faſt; They try their Hearts, as 
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ſome did Truths, till they be wholly ſceptical, ax 
ignorant whether converted, or no, as ever: They 
know not more this Vear, than they did ſeven 
Vears ſince; but hang betwixt Heaven and Hell, in 
a dubious State, for Want of Skill or Pains odd 
cide this Matter. We are not reſolute and peremp- 

tory enough to have an Account of our Souls, yea 


ſuch an one, that we may have Boldneſs in the Pre- 


ſence of Chr. We ſhould commune, till we 
know, —— = be natural or ſpiritual; and ac- 
cordi humbled greatly, tly rejoice in 

Van AÞ Saviour. Re —— 1 —— 
with thee, to ſet in ry wr Heart-Ex- 
amination, and Solemn — ima and Self- Tri- 
al, I ſhould bleſs the Lorp as long as I breathe 
for this Enterprize of mine. The Searcher of Hearts 
| knoweth, that I took Pen in Hand on this Deſign, 
to labour with thee in order to inſide Duties, that 
thou mighteſt not be ' contented: with a Form of 
Godlineſs, and reſt in the external Part of Religion, 
that more Work might be done within Doors, in 
Cloſets, and Hearts. O that you would reform 
nor paſs on to another Chapter, till you have en- 
gaged your ſlippery, inconſtant Hearts, to attend 


on this neceſſary * 3 ber Confiderations 


| 8 2 f | | 
my Tus very Heathen will — in — — to 
condemn ue you neglect this Duty. A Roman 
Philoſopher every Night, before "he flept, would 
examine himſelf a thus, What Sin haſt thou oppo- 
« ſed? wherein art thou bettered? Cats allo 
would daily at Evening call to Mind, what ever he 
5 ſeen, forge or done that Day. I uſe (faith 
eneca ) ev vening to plead my Cauſe with my- 
ſelf: When. the Candle is ad my and all den 
review all that I have ſaid or done in the Day: | 
_ 9 mine own. Scrutiny: . by 
nothing 
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ſelf, and'confer with thyſelf, 


ly ſearched, mine me, OLonp, as Artificers do 


than the World can do. r. 


a n to Repentance.” C 33 


| nothing.” * 5 vthagoras | gave alſo this ſevere Rule to 


his Scholars, that *© they mould no Night ſuffer f 
Sleep to ſeize their Sens, till they Rad three 
Times recalled the Accidents and Paſſages of the 
Day ; what Evil have -I committed? What Good 
have J omitted?” Now except your Righteouſneſs 
exceed the. Righteouſneſs of the, Scribes and Pha- 
1 (may not T ſay of the Heathen), how can you . 
fot Salvation? How hath thine Heart cheated 
ey. with vain Confidences? How haſt thou cried, 


De Temple of the Lok: I have Abraham e ] 


Father ; whilſt moral Heathens have been better 
1 with their Hearts, than chou art ? 1 


2. Vou jourſelves will be Judges e ehves. * 8 
take the ba ue and what is Tae Hair, in 
the Face, in the Body, you rectify by it; and ae 0 
no Obſervation to be made of the Faces of your 
Souls? O! take the Word of Gop; and make uſe 
of this Class, which now is in thine Hand: Doth 
it diſcover no Spots, no Neglects, no Failings? O!! 
view thyſelf, and humble th thyſelf, reflect on thy- 
till thou art aſhamed, 


"ilk thou abhorrelt and label We bifore * - 
Lond. * * U 8 * Ar | 5 

ou A a 145 RY e - 
WE is neglacted; for all the u 2 5 5 are 0 Wen 4 * 


c with their Hearts, to ſearch their Hearts, 
to make diligent Search, left any Luft ſhould be 


covered, as Rachel covered her Idols. Nothing is 


more deſired by a fincere Soul, than't6'be through- _.. 


whether their Gold be Weight or no; @nd prove 
me, as Artificers do their Silver in the fire; try my 
Reins and my Heart, the moſt inward Motions of 
my Soul: Search me more deeply and throughly 
nd K Hearts bases bas 
* XXXIII. Dalilah 


74 
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7 134, 4 7 
Dalilah, ſo that they, cannot endure to be exa- 
mined and found out; they are loth to ſearch tos 
far, left they ſhould ſee what they are unwilling to 
ſee, and f > be put upon judging and condemning 
themſelyes for that which ** ove [in an e. 
or an Hand. | 


4. Bur ebſerve the ad Cork MCNLES of the Waka, 
of 6. Duty af By TT. Negle gelen will 
become careleſs, for that they. are not called to 
Account, as Servants and FaQors are wont, when 
their Mafters kn to examine them. Hereby - 
Sins will grow bolder with you, and the more 
eaſily beſet you ; for that you examine not wherein | 
their Strength, lies, and which Way e 
prevail over \you. Hereby the Work of 
ance will be o charged for that innumerable Sin 
which you are.,dail f, will, paſs." 1 1 
unobſerved,” Wit thols ( ircumſtances N 
them, hi ch make 25 of, the oe, Magnitude 
And how can you tu before OD with an hum bh 
Heart, when. you. know not what your Hearts are? 
How can, you fer Him. zuith an. upright Heart, 
whilft'a Stranger to this D uty ? ? Like the. foolifh, 
Virvins; you will not 122 your undone Condi- * 
tion till i & be too late; you lie deceived in Matters © 
of the higheſt Concernment ; you, are cheated bi- 
therto in Thing ternity.: Lau ate vexed When 
2 977 1 when ſupplanted by a Neigh- 
1045 will it. pierce your Souls, to de 
* by yourſelves? H * is one that lies in thy _ 
Boſom, and. thou and it g, cheat ay, other con- 
einually. _ A" dev 8 Well. It ſeems We 
are apt to. 510 155 great will gur : 
Confuſion 1 when, Dit 6A be manifeſt- _ 
ed, when. you ſhall ſee yourlelves fruſtrated of all 
your Hopes, and the C ry. Land; 2 5 omiſed 


"ue ow: will LL be conf when . 4 
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wall f ay, we looked for Heaven, but behold Hell; 
© we looked far Salvation, hut behold Dęſtruction. 


5. Ir you be loth to ſee how it is with you now, | 


. will you de alle to behold.what ſhall be ſeen in the 
wed, Flange ? Though you will not now know 
carts, yet Gon is coming with his Fan: The 

Books muſt be opened, and eve Page of thy Heart 
will be folded, for Gop wil, a — to Light every 


hidden Wark of Difhonefly : Thy inward Parts, which 
are * very Widkedneſs, Mall be made manife/! : And 


then thou ſhalt be ſpeechleſs, as If thou hadſt a 


Muzzle ut upon thy Mouth, as f the Soul ſigni- | 
_— 14 „Pulte Ide Sockets of t 


Soul muſt 
forth, is dN not better, b by Yo 


dging our- 
pc to weve the Terror of the laft Day ? 


ud ed we 5 1277 mall be; is it not then thy 
dom to; ſelf de in thy Cloſet, that 
el. mayſt Le ud kv, 
Ab ney, 83 po of Condemnation ? Is it no- 
ave all thy unrepented and unforgiven 
Sip publié on the Houſe Top, made known 
to All the World at the great Day ? How will thine 
Heart endure then, when the LorD all come to deal 


with thee? _ You will nſec: 3. but you ſhall ſee : You 


will not retire, the World lies in your Hearts, 
Buſineſs comes in, and takes up all your Ti 
and Spirits : God. is about to ſtrip. you, to 752 


jou of : 7 8 9 ou ſhall come naked to the 


ar of you, ſh I have no F Family Buſineſs 
to Aſtra 5 bY a fair Trial there. ſhall . but a 
fad one 70 U thee : Mur Sins ſhall fond you out. You 
have had many Calls; Once mote I call u n you, 
in the Name of Chrift, to, examine "ic Be 


the Words of this Book, which you have, or ſhall 
read; and be fure bf it, if yo {ul not try 22 
by he Wap, * l try you Wes Works... 
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by God with a Judgment of 
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9 ht: "Wii's what. 4 Ball 10 el 
Lohne and NC ured befere 10 Luk 

. expreſſed, himſelf in K. an 

7 bave taken iepon me ta þ 
an but Duſt and Aſies : Inſtead of a ae Fear 
of God, our Behaviour has been ſtout againſt Gon, 
and we have not trembled in bis Preſence, no not 
whilſt we have. been tertibl V Iheeatned. by Gon, 
vea when his dreadful Thrones have been terri- 
'Mly exccuted upon us; even in ſuch Times we . 
inen ruſhed into his Preſence. Net AC 


2. How have ous ill. wiſe en ”, again f 1 the 5 
ob ? The humble Soul ſtoops to Gop's pre- 
Toad and providential Will; but we bave wretch- 
edly thwarted Gon in all His ; Counſels and Diſpen- 
tions: The great Controveily betwixt Gop and 
Mau, 1s, Wheſe i Will all Hand, Gop's or Man "2 
be impudently . have we contended with the 
tos about "his? hs have even thought ourſelves 
too great to be croſſed. How many think it 2 
Diſgrace to be ſtill and ſülent under the Hand of 
Na but they muſt be clamorous, and ſpeaking 
Aa apainſt the very Heavens? They are ready to 25 
3 © © This was not well — by Gon, He mou 
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have given or continued us this and the other Mer · 
cy:” They miſlike many of Gop's Diſpenſations 
0 efPkdewes' They canndt heartily ſay, that Gon 
belds' ie. Reins 'beft, and guides all his Affairs with 
the greateſt Wiſdom: They-.think it they were the 
Orderers of Matters in the World, Things would 
be better governed: Like Abſalom, who wiſhed be 
were in David's Stead, they wiſh they were in 
God's Stead. A proud Man would have others 
under him; yea, he would have the great and glo- 
rious' Gop ſubject to bis Will: - Wpence are all 
your Diſputings and Quarrellings with Gerz ſave 
fromthe Pride of your Hearts? The humble Soul 
ories, Not my Mill, but thine bs done: It is the Lok D, 
let Him do what ſeemeth Him good: But ſo over- 
grown are we with an Opinion of our own Wiſdom 
and Worth, that we muſt limit the Holy One, and 
order Him to rule the World: Gop ſtoop to 
our I ons, or elſe we ſwell and break with 
2 O * — * wiſer than Papal 

the to the Potter, u thou fha 
ne thus 2 let the Polſberds firive with the 
Patherds, Worms with Worms, about the Pre- 
eminence of Wills, than we" contend with Gop: 
O when will your proud Hearts ſtoop to Gop ? 
When ſhall his ih be the Rule? When unn 
ue de d u — Go n 
„ WE 2 JILL $595) 3 
3. Ho w lob ure e ther Gop oel a 
Glory in the Morid, unleſs we ſhare in it, or unleſs 
we be the immediate Inſtruments of exalting Him ? 
We are willing GoD ſhould have ſome Glor ſo 
we may ſhare with Him: We are willing '< 
ſhould be exalted, {6 it'be: by ourſelves; elſe we 
ne ce ate O! —— yourſelves, how 
ding to aha Edification' of 
— , wat ner on this Account, 
not habe the Honour of be- 
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am. 
my 
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He hath 


ſhould cry out, It is of the Lord's Mercy that we 
are nat conſumed : Wherefore detha kuing:Man com- 


| Of our Valour in the Field, of our > Diſcourſes i in 


138 A Goſpel-Glafs : Or, 

poning them? Whence can it be, ſave from the 
ride of our Hearts, that we have ſo little rejoiced 

when Gop hath been advanced by others, and we 

had no Hand therein? We are a unn 

N12. will eclipſe 9. ov. 18 9 fy 


4. How chant are ef 9 Man ; is 
always an unthankful Man, and an unthankful 
Man is always a proud Man: He thinks he deſerves 
all that is ed on him: The humble Man 
counts himſelf leſs than the leaſt of all Gop's Mer- 
cies; but the proud Man reckoneth all he enjoyeth 
too little. Do we not think Gop is beholden to us 
for our Duties and Services, more than we àre to 
Him for Lie, r an all our Poſſeſſions? Kl 


+4 Do want tint Gentheth een, d ws sub thr 

Deſerts ? Do we not hence cry out more of our 

Pain, than we do of our Sins and Provocations? 

Ho hach ve ve 5s reugh Ladin . Ben bs 
rei in 

Euſt Mind: We ſheuld wonder Ci le wall 

with us, that we are not in a worſe Condition: We 


plain, a Man for the Puniſbment of his Sins? How 
toth are we to confeſs our Iniquities have deſerved- 
all that we ſuffer, and a great deal more? How do 


doom money pion wr emi 
1 * 


bs * rn 


aft ene we to b00 
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* 
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ſuch and ſuch Company, how wiſely-we diſcharged 
ſuch a Service, how well we behaved- in ſuch an 
Action? Coms ſee my Zeal for the LORD. | Look to 
your Hearts, you will find them e. 


Pres as m of 9 * 
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tv nd do hai the Gift of: Ged. 
Our very Graces are oſten an Occaſion of boaſting: 
It is a rare itz Even ſee'at Man rich in Gifts, and 


. * in EY en n puffeth _ a: 01 


7 "Dore not Kay: Thing uf. — fill we? — 

not ſome puffed” up with their fine: Cloaths, Rib- 
hin Dreſſings, — their very Spots? Their 
Feathers, thei Hair, the Excrements of Beaſts and- 
Men, make them fly high. Are not ſome puffed 

with their Birth Hence they boaſt, that 
have the Blood of Kings or Nobles running in thei 
Veins ; or elſe: that they are the Stock of Abraham, 
deſcended from Parents eminent for Piety- How 
many are ſwelled with their Eſtates? That they 
have _ full, Houſes full, and Bags full, puffeth 
them up. - How are athers-\puifed up with the* 
Smiles. of of great Men? And yet how ſoon may the 
Sun be overcaſt ?- Then they are no more heeded 
than the Dial. is Alen ait rr! is in a Cloud. How 
doth the and Perfections of others 
ſwell them, though every Moment are goin 
down into the 27 What is your Life 1: — —4 
a Vapour, that appeareth a 2 Time, and then ua- 
n/beth away. How are others ſwelled: with their 
Church» Privileges? The. Tem F the LORD, he 
of the Lox D ate ut. s with their Re- 
velations and high Enjoyments? Paul was in Dan- 
ger of being exaited'above: Meaſure, through the A. 
bundance of the Revelatrons," therefore was given * 
him a Thorn in the Fleſh; the Meſſenger A 
N 425. he ſhould be exaited above - 

r i <@4d. tairogls Are © NN 
AN Attle Kuſpicim bave' toe , auſelb 
Of our — ſds Fo and 
Treachery of our own Hearts? With how much 
Confidence do we truſt ourſelves in wicked Men's | 
Company, and fear not to be leavened With them 
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How little do we ſuſpect that we ſhall fall fromthe 
2 we have, or ſcem to have? WH are high 
di ani tberefons fear-not': We do not ſuſpect 
that — — worſe Abominations within than yet 
ate diſcovered. How do we pretend to bleſs Gon 
that our Hearts are good? Wie ſear not the worſt 
of ourſelves. If others be overcome with Unclean- 
neſs or Paſſion, — — we een 0 
1 12 2 
ene 20135 2 Et: 0 
* How glad are tue if FTW tall Bitte e 
2. ? And how are we pleaſed if they commend 
us for them, and yet we would not have them think 
fo? We diſcommend our Prayers, for Deadneſs, 
Straitneſs, and ourſelves for Want of Parts. — 
few are troubled at the Praiſes of their Friends, 
* at nn Faces 
En end Bali o 22 HI 
10. men 9 — ber? What Dicta- 
tors to others, as if all were bound to dance after us? 
We will not abate at all, but every 1 
E Opinion 
4 © 3 eit FOIA 


' How — will —.— = to others? 
to 
dave el. 
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| 12. Waar a Stir — ene. 


C all any Rhe. r 


umble Soul would never ſtir to clear himſelf, as 
knowing how much Guilt and Sin there is within, 


were it not for the Honour of, Go, and Edifeas 
tion of the LoRD's People, which may be hinder- 
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No Wonder if for theſe Things Gop * us a 
dame ena Aan Ny werd 


to all — round "about us. Our Pride ee 
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- il omination — 6 e chevecit, & om 
L Fes are upon the Haug — that -He He may bring 


them down, and. He watcheth. 
do it. The Lo D..4noweth the Proud afar. off. 
When Gon meets with. a Spectacle thay He cannot 
endure to look, upon He turns, from it, hilſti ĩt 4s 
iar off. Pride 2 EA firſt of, thoſe - Journ Things, 
which Green Abomination, e the L. o K o, And no 
Wi 2 1 loatheth it, whillt it:crofieth 
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Gh untains, hat no, Fleſh, ſhowld glory 
in FA Priſence,, but that be that glrietb. fhauld Eu. 7 
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2 Gon in the Goſpel, which is 
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Ha 
—— erate, nay 
erves) -applied fab 10 155 a 15 
ſirion to Pride; becauſe obriety p. bro en 4 
humble Senſe that nothing is oute; but per f we We: 
have is Gop's; and all ine zerance is common! The 
the flue of a proud Spirit, which AE; Men lool * 


-on' themſelves as Owners, hq! Mefestures 25 thei g 
Proper Goods, Which are perfectly at their Diſpoſal. 1 
Hence the Croton , Pride, and the Drittkar 2 
Ephraim, are both Names "for the" fame "Perſons. 
And is not our Pride evidenced in our Fulnels of 
Bread? . not to . 


ſiſt on Intemperanee in Drinki! ws AY 
but I fear England s hath ex Ob F wi 
not ſay, All your Labour is for the Mouth, (as Be 
mon warn and yet the Appetite is not filled; but 
this I ay, that ſome live to eat, ſome facrifice all 
to the Beily y, to ſome the Belly is a God. Few can 
diſpleaſe their Appetite: Like prophane Eſau, they 
t from their Heritage, from the Bleffing of the 
iirſt- born, for a Meſs of Pottage, for a little Plea-, 
tothe Taſte. How will we deny ourſclves in 
reſpect of Life, when we cannot deny ourſelves in 


reſpect of a little Meat? As Heaven and Go = 
1 


r NT TW 4 - & te. 
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FT: Chriſtians Feaſts, „ I ing (faith he) 


lows very low with them that.cannot deny them- 
{lyes in a little Indian Smoke, in a Pipe, in OP 
of Liquor, but be ee in theſe, though 
thereby they hazard the Diſpleaſure of Gop; ſo ate 
they very low with us, if we cannot deny ourſelves . | 
in our Morſels : All our Ruin came in at this Door, 
that Adam ventured the Diſpleaſure of God, to cat 
2 little pleaſant Fruit. A Man would think, that 
the Wounds, we received by the Mouth, ſhould 
nuke us check our Appetite all our Das. 
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1. How, have ave been guilty: of eating tos meh? 
A little would content Na ure. How have aur / 
Hearts been or- charged with: Surfeiting ? How ]] 
have we forgot Chr of 5 Charge againſt this Sin, even 
to his. own  Diſciples?. Have, we not hereby been 


- 


as ſome have been 
oth have been unfitted to wait upon Gon thereby. 


The End of our Eating ſhould have been to ft ue. 


not to indiſpoſe us for the Service of Goo. We 
ſhould meaſure our Chear by that which Nature re- 
1eeh, and, not by char wiſh Appetiredefveth 

ce porn a Mai Kecaſon, that ſhould - 
bye us, When. ws are led Dal Appetite.) And. 
< alas; when we have e ede and perhaps 

nore than enough, a new Wilartheecond Couric | 
leafures, Ae toBamuations ThisWay 


run av poſting co you mou dope 
yourſelves Children of. Wrath then fulfill he D efires < 
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f the Heß. When Tertullangives.an Account of 


we remember that we ra at Night: 

| brayer is the firſt and laſt i the Feaſt : And 

| when we depart, our Behaviour is ſo religious and 
modeſt, that one would have thought, we had 
„ . & xather 
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144 A Goebel. Ga: Or, 
Ather been at a Sermon than a Supper“ Bluff, 
O Reader! to conſider how far ſhort we fall bf 


theſe” Chriſtians: Believe it, Intempęrance and 


Laxury are national Sins; the Sins of Erglund: 
It was ſpoken of our Nation, „That we build as 
<« if we ſhould live for ever, and eat as if we ſhould 
40 — her 24 Jean — 7 ee that 
great Apoſtle? mgy (faith he) are Tawfil for 
me; but I toill not be 2 75 under 94 Pine, ! 
It is a baſe Thing for a Man te be under the Pond 
of Drinks, Apparel, or Meats; to be a Vaſlal to 
_ thoſe Things over which the Lord hath given him 
Dominion. '** He that loveth any Thing too 
« much, (faith Aquinas) is in a Senſe Servant 
« thereunto.” And what faith the Apoſtle? | Xn-w 
ye not,” that ts whom ye yield your ſelves Servants to o- 
bey, bis Ser vantt ye are, to whont "ye obey ® How 
many ſetve not the Loy Jet Crit, but their 
on Bellies? How many are like the Men of the 
old World, Gren to eating, fo the Word in the 


1 


Original proper ly ſignißeth? 2 
bs 85 1 P 1 4 aa wl, 


2. How bar our , been unſuitable 70 tht 
Times we tive in'” er Zien Wear the Gar- 
ments of Joy, or of Hes, all is one, the Belly 
muſt be ſerved, coun D muſt not abate: Thou 
fareſt 'deliciouſly every ; all Times are alike 
to thee: This Wa great Sin,” and I cannot but 
charge many Profeſſors af Religion with it.” Reſpect 
is not had to the Tokens of Gop's Wrath. MH: 
eat * without "Fear ; wi e Fear of the Wrath of 
Gob, that ig ready Peak forth upon us. 7: 
this Day doth the Ljokp -4 Het coll to Weeping, 
and ty Morning, e Boidrcſr, and 10 girding 
201% Sarkeloth : M "Foy nnd Glatnefs, flay- 
ing Oven, and killing Aue, (actions lawful enough 
at another Lime) eating Fleſh, and drinking Wine. 
Aad it was revealed in ny C. iy the Lox p of Hoſts, 
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4. Do not we ent without an holy Fear of Gop? 


up his Eyes to Heaven, and crave a Bleſſing u 
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Surely this Iniquity ſhall not be purged from you till 


4 #+ 4 F s OS | vet ; F F © 8 Wt 3s; FT 247 +4 . C4 
3. How little Reſpect have we bad to the Ne. 
eſfuties: of our: Brethren ?: If there were any true 


Love to Gon, to Religion, or to the Church of 
Gop, we ſhould abate of our worldly Comforts, 
we ſhould cut ourſelves ſhort of what we were 


wont to lay out, not only in Cloaths, but th - 


Houſe-keeping, Meats and Drinks; we ſhould not 
give ſuch Liberty to the ſatisfying of the Fleſh, 
that we might be in the greater Capacity, to pro- 
mote pious and charitable, Deſigns. But alas! 
Iuiguity abounds, and the Love of many  waxeth 


I 


The Elders of Jſrael did eat their Bread before the 
Loxp. But ſo have not we, ſo do not we eat 
as in the 3 Gov. 2 not ſome been 
ſo eager upon ple the Fleſh, and gratifyi 

their ſenſual — that they have (Ker — 
leaſt) been troubled at along Grace (as it is called) 
before Meat? Have not ſome fallen to their Meat 
without invocating Gop at all? How unlike: are 


ſuch to Ori, whoſe uſual Practice it was, to lift 


the Creatures, before He partook of them? How 
diſtracted have been the Thoughts of others that 
have prayed, in that ſhort Time? How were their 
Thoughts on the Meats and Drinks? How' haſti- 
8 en after a Bleſſing is craved run to the 
iſh, without any the leaſt Pauſe or Conſidera- 
tion whether Gop heard them or no, when th 
called upon Him? How commonly do we eraſe 
our Petitions, I mean, contradict all our Prayers? 
We pray our Diſcourſes may be heavenly, and 
they are altogether earthly. Bow can ſay as bleſ- 
Vor. XXXIII. N ſed 
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1456 Ab- Gl, Or, 
ſed Dad was wont at the Cloſe of the Meal, 
«© Bleſſed be Gop, not one Word of 

Things ſince we ſat down?” We pray we 


have not fo a Plea to make as ſome, we. have 
eat ani in thy. Preſencr. This is not written 


over our Tables, Thou Gon fel. We can ſel- 
dom call our Table Penuel, becauſe we have ſeen 
GVop in this Place. How little do we conſider, 
that they 
that I gave her-Corn. And that as the Meat is 
Gonr's,"ſoit'is He who gives us Appetites, and 
Strength and Ability to put every Crumb into our 
Mouths ; for in Him-we-live and move. Ho little 
do we believe that we muſt account for every Bit 
and Drop ? How little do we conſider that Gop 
ſtoops the Creatures to us, that we may ſtoop to 
Him, and lay down our Lives as willingly for 
God's Honour, as Gon cauſed the Creature to 
bleed and die for our Uſe ? How little do we think 
of the heavenly. Banquet, that our Father is pre- 


ken away, where we ſhall hunger and thirſt no 
more, but be fully fatisfy'd, and that for ever and 
ever? Examine your Spirits at your Tables, whe- 
ther the Fear of . God be before your Eyes, whe- 
ther you ſtand in Awe of Him? It may be found 
that you never more fi God, then when Go 
is moſtly remembering you: When his Goods are 


ſo full, that they cannot ſhew forth his Praiſe ; 


r Eyes are ſo held to your Belly-gods, that 
— — Are — not ſome that will 
erave 2 Bleſſing before they eat, that yet fail to 
return Thanks afterwards; though Foel ſaith in 
his Prophecy ito Gop's People, Ye. /ball ent and be 
| S amd praiſe the Name of the Lord your 

n ee nen 
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may eat for Gop, and wie ent Tor ourſelves. We 


are Gop's Creatures? She did not know 


paring for us, where the Cloth ſhall never be ta- 
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- 5: Have not we fed without a Chriſtian Fran of 


ing others, upon our. eating profit Yor. 
What faith the Drunkard, Why may not 
the Cann (in plain Ezgh/h be dank) as e As 


fach and ſuch gormandiſe | Gluttons harden and 


juſtify Drunkards. St. Jude will tell you, that 
ſenſual Perſons are the Spots of a Chriſtian Socie- 


ty. O] my Brethren, It is good neither to cat 


Fl:fp, ner to-drink Wine, or any Thing elſe whereby 
nn ERR nn. 


6. Do — cat without dead Fear of. the 
3 that are in our Diſhes? In Eating there 


ought to be much Caution. Fob was afraid of the 


Entertainments of his Children. He was a wife 


Man, and knew that there were more Gueſts than 


were invited. I wiſh; we knew it too. We think, 


if the Sons of Gop come together, the Devil will 


not come with them, - tho? the Scripture aſſures us 
be will. It would be ſome Check when we it at 


the Table, to conſider, that the firſt immoderate 
Sop is handed over — aot-iy br wee 


. 


7. How have wt had — baſe, earthly, and { 
flat Ends in our Not to refreſh. our 
dies, but our Palates ; not to glorify Gop, but to 
pamper the Fleſh? Vea have not ſome Men fed on 


ſuch and ſuch Diſhes on Purpoſe to provoke their 
Luft ? Sure our Enemy is ſtrong enough, we had 


need beat down the Body and keep it under, and 


not put Weapons in our Enemies Hands. What 
to eat with - 


faith the Wiſe Man? When thou fittef 
a Ruler (ſuch keep plentiful. Tables) confuder dil. 


gently tuhut is — thee, and put 4 Khife ts ti 


Throat, if thou be a Man given to Appetite, i. e. 


bridle e Appetite thou wer ea Force, be 
as 23 as if 3 the * : 


Or, 
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148 
Or, Conffider diligently what | is before thee, elſe than 
” ft g Knife to-/ 
thy Life, yea thy Soul, ſhouldſt thou give 
to A Apbedde. What faith the A pole, e. 
ther yon eat or drink, let all be done te the Glory of 
Gove” Why doth the Apoſtle name thoſe Actions 
of Eating and Drinking, but becauſe we common- 
ly eat and drink to pleaſe the Appetite, not to fit 
for God's Service?: When we have taken as 
much as ſerves this End, yet we muſt have one 
Bit more, or one Diſh more, * ſo Gon and the 
Deyn ruſt you Stakes. er en Wop 2098 141 9 
I; Co AS) * * * 3 
'To mot up this 1 believe ma Men tis their 
—.— with their Teeth, and their 5 with 
their Tongues, their liquoriſh Tongu Amo 
the Millions that are now in the — or Hell, 
their inordinate Appetite haſtened ddt thither. 1 
— not but we may pleaſe our rags at ſome 
mes eſpecially; a great Liberty is indul 
the Sick; 2 not an higher ber Heben 
than to pleaſe the Appetite, our Belly i is our GoD. 
Little do many think that they are ſetting up ano- 
ther God at their Tables. e he” Bobilnions had 
Bel for their God, à God of r on _ 
An have * God of n 5 


ng — England! 


181 * * 


—..— robbing won of his Worbis and 

. How often have ye ſo crammed yourſelves 
. wary ou have been und for any Acts of Wor- 
ſhip ? Your Heads have been heavy, and Spirits 
"dull, and ſo Gop hath had the Carcaſs, but Ex- 
e have" baten away the Heart. I wiſh two 
T hings for you, 1. That you would be as inge 
nuous as Ap in was, who 1 he was no 


Drunkard, Tos yet 3 2 in 
98 at- 


Throat,” i. e. thou Ds Way 
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the good Creatures of qa and thereby of thy ®. 
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ng. And, 2. That -you would be -reſtlefs 
ll. Gop bath ta you, 9 He did him; 
« Loxp (ſaith he Tel haſt now taught me to 
« uſe my Meat, as my enn, to repairs not 
© to- NI Nature. 6 


=} 


CHAP: XXIn. 


Weir Walendf. | 


FA. Sin is the Companion of the former: I ben 
e Belly is full, the Bones would be at Ref, an 
when 


they ale u p. * 3 i Hie , 


1. How are we guilty of DT. in our „ particu 
lar Callings ? Few have this for their Motto, 
Let us be Worki How many at the great 


Day will Gop upbraid with, O wicked and flo ffi | 


Servant / Every Man hath a Talent of Time 

Strength, but it is hid, it is not employed, at-leaſt 
as it ought. Con made not Man to play, but to 
ſweat out» his Living. It was Gop's e 


. 1a Paradiſe, and ſince that we are enjoined to la- 


bour with our Hands, and not to eat the Bread of 
3 How many, becauſe they haue not done 
thar P die in their Intquity ? 


Good among 
Our Land is full o Drones ; ; and no Wonder; | 


for we train up our Children in Idleneſs, and let 
them waſte the firſt of their Days in fooliſh Plea- 
fures and Recreations. F oreigners breed their 
Children (to our Shame be it * poken) to work 


* their Hands, which our . 


| Tump Sa of Sodom was eels, This 


en have eat and 15 to Extola hy 
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muſt play away their Time with: Hence having 
mured 110 to Tdlenels, they hate Labour 
for the future. Chraft ſaw ſome flonding idle; here 
He might ſet many: Hie could not endure it, 
Aly fand ye here a the Day rule? O] how many 
are idle all the Days of their Lives? How many 
Gentlemen and their Sons are there without 2 
Calling? They live as if Gop had ſent them 


into —— World to N — Hands as Perches 


for Birds to ſit upon L Uſe to the 
Publick. In Ce how — J. Abe Dames? 
They live as if Gop had given them reaſonable 
Souls, and the Light of the Sun wy to dreſs 
_ themſelves, to view a. Glaſs, and adorn their 
Carcaſſes. There are ſome among yon that work vet 


| at all, and yet Buſy- Bodies. Buſy to A rect aß, to 


is away Time, tho“ Time de ſtill running, Tl 
ey are haſting into Eternity. Doing nothing 

(faith the Apoſtle) and yet working every w 
fave where they ſhould ; buſy to go from Houſe 
to Houſe to en Friends, to om others 
2 buſy to carry Tales and News, but ha- 
the Work of their F wherein Gob 


baer WL 


e An. _—_ 


Tun whole Liſe of er bat cans Sink 
and ſleep, and ſport, and fit, and talk, and laugh 
— fat, but there is Leanneſs in their Souls. 
A Kind of vagrant People they ares that Having 
little to do, the Devil is loth they - ſhould be idle, 
ant therefore he hires them to devour Time, to 
carry News and Tales to miſpend others Time: 


They learn to be idle; they ſtudy which Way they 

may 'miſpend Time, l from Houſe to 

Houſe, and yet they are not 

Bodies: Theſe are at Leiſure ＋ hear the Devil, 
and to obſerve his Orders. He that will not ſerve 
Gop at Home, the Devil, rather ka” 


idle, but Buſy- 


J a> © 0 it co ES <5 


/ 4 A. 4Ta+t af Lai ac az 


a DA4a_* —_— „ arc a a — — — — — ili. ww" "if 


ff ed ei dnt. ron tit Ei eh ͥ ee IE «4 


Po TO” 
* 


a Call to Repentance. . 25 
ſtand out, will ſend him of his Errands, and 
t him to put his Sickle into another | Man's 
Corn." Go (faith Satan) into that Houſe, and 
« rail againſt ſuch a good Man; carry his Miſ- 
« cariage'from one to another, till bis Name 
«. ſtinks in their Noſtrils: Go to ſuch à Man's: 
Door, he is employed in reading the Scriptures, 
„ and good Books, or catechiſing his Family, go 
„ and divert him, eat up his Time, that he may 
« have no Leiſure for ſuch Wo He goes, 
he is a Buſy-Body, and a Tatler too. | He mult g 
whom the 5 
the arts wh arts emp iN wart 


„er it bs cds and d how "och 
precious Time is deuoured in the Bed: Five Hours 
Sleep will ſuffice for ſome Conſtitutions: Ihe ut- 


moſt that Phyſicians allow, is ſeven Hours; but 


ſome bury themſelves in their Beds almoſt half their 
Time. How little do many conſider, that in the Day 
of Judgment, they muſt give Account, as for every 
idle Word, fo for their Idleneſs in their Bed-cham- 
ders? Sluggard, view the Sun, He is running a 
Race, wnilſt thou art tumbling on thy Bed: View 


the Wind and the Air, they are in Motion: View 


the Waters, they ſtink and corrupt, unleſs running; 
nay; view the dull Earth, it is not ſo dull as thou 
art, it brings forth for the Uſe of Man. Ge to the 
Ant thou Sluggard, yea any where, cenſider the I ai 
2 all, ſave thyſelf, aud be wiſe, What! a Profeſſor 
of Religion, and yet guilty of an unnatural Sin? 
Nature puts all Creatures into Mation, and to pro- 
vide for themſelves: Thau art worſe than an Infidel, 
yea worſe than-aBeaſt : The poor Infant-cannot fuck 
without Labour, and yet thou wouldſt live without 
Labour. Gop hath not forbid Meat to be given 
to any other Sinners, only theſe are not to be fed, 


— —— ſtarve and die, if they will not labour. 


2 . _— 


evil drives, hence Occaſion is given 9 
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Klleneſs bath brought much-Evil upon you, and bred 


many in you, it begets many Diſeaſes in the Bod 

rate. more in the Soul: It exempts a Man We 
the Proteftion of Angels, and it expoſeth to Gop's 
Wrath; it brought Ruin upon Sodom, and the Ci- 


ties round about ; and they are ſet forth for an Ex- 


ample, ſuffering the Vengeance of eternal Fire. 


- 
* 


2. How are we guilty of Abundance f Idleneſe in 


our general Callings And above all Idleneſs, Spi- 


ritual Sloth is moſt dangerous. I find ſome, with 


unwearied Diligence, labouring to enlarge their 


Poſſeſſions, and to raiſe their Poſterity; they riſe 


early, and ſit up late, and eat the Bread of Careful - 
neſs, but all is for the Body; do litile or no- 


thi 

Rand by, and few regard them: Few work out their 
Salvation with Fear and Trembling. Some will not 
be at fo much Pains for their Souls, as to perform 
the common outward Duties of Religion. They 

will go to the Market, -or to be merry with Friends 
many a Mile; but if a Sermon be but a few Paces 


cannot endure to watch their Hearts, to ſanctify 
the Lokp's-Day fo ſtrictly, as not to thin their 
own Thoughts, nor | ſpeak their own Wards, ner 


& their own Deeds. How many have fo long 
given Way to- Lazineſs, have lain ſo long upon 


the Bed of Sloth, that when we preſs them to any 


painful and laborious Duties, they ſay, Me baue 


it on: 


Hence Self-examination, Meditation, - Watchful- 
againſt che firſt Riſing 
of Heart-Sins, are totally laid by: And the lon- 
ger we neglect them, the more ado-there is 1 


= off our Coat, and loath we are to put 
neſs 


for their precious Souls; Chrift and Heaven 


from their Threſholds, they count it intollerable 
to wet their Feet, to expoſe themſelves to the Ait: 
But if Men are for ſome eaſy Parts of Religion, yet 
bow few aru ſor the difficult Parts thereof? They 


of Sin, Mortification 
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a Call to Repentance. . 1.53 
ſuade us to take them up. All we have to uphold 
ourſelves, with, is this, that the Spirit is willing; 
hen God knows the contrary. We are willing 
to be rich, and therefore take Pains: So we would 
in Spiritual Things too, if we were deſirous of them. 
It we were willing to enjoy Chriſt in our Cloſets, 
would we: be aſleep there upon our Knees? If we 
were willing to know the Way to Glory, would we 
not take ſo muchPains as to go to the Shepherds Tente, 
and off for the good old. May? It will cut you to 


the Heart, when you come-to Hell-gate, that you 


milled of Heaven, for not enquiring the Way thi- 
ther; and that you took more Pains to be rich, and 
to damn your Souls, than to ſave them. Had that 
Time been ſpent in Prayer, holy Conference, and 


in Self. Examination, which was waſted in the Bed, 


Shop, or Fields, you might have had an eternal 

Reſt ; Whereas Hell will be, as intollerable to all, 
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HE fourth Sin of Sodom was this, Merker aid 
ſhe firengthen the Hands of the Poer and 
Nah, That is, they were unmerciful and in- 


3 
. 
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human. And are not ſome Profeffors of Reli- 


gion even in England, very hard-hearted and 
cruel ? / there be among you, a poor Man, of ont 
P thy Brethren, within any of thy Gates, in thy 

nd, ꝛuhich the Lox Dp thy GoD giveth thee, 


tha 8 net barden thy Heart, nor”. ſhut thing 
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Hand from thy poor Brother; but 7 Hall open 
thine Hand wide unto him, and alt ſurely fas 
him ſufficient for his Need, in that which be want- 
eth. The Poor we have always with us But, 
ben we make a Feaft, do we call the Poor? 
Who invites the Gueſts that Chi hath bid to 
our Tables? Hear ye the Word of the Loxp: 


He hall have 7. Judgment with ut Mercy, that bath 
Hetoed we AY ſhall have all Judgment, pure 
Jud any Mixtures of Mercy, un- 


W Wa fant ſhall "No his Portions Chrift is 
fo reſolved to puniſh the Unmerciful, that He 
will . any Sinner, rather than him; 
e greater Honour of the Juſtice of 
OD.. The. 1. ſeems to begin and end the 
2 Aſfezes with the Arraignment and Senten- 
of the u Man. How few: are com- 
paſſionate ?* The proper, vital Act of Mercy, is 
Compaſſion. Ho few reſent the Miſeries of 
others, as if they were their own? How few 
ſet. to do Good, to thoſe who are miſerable ?: 
Such, whatever they pretend, are indeed unmer- 
ciful ; for Mercy is an active, and a commu» - 
 nicative Thing. How few are merciful to o- 
thers Souls ? ſew pity, and ſet themſelves 
to help ſinning Souls? few are merciful 
to the "ts of others? How many are there, 
that will not e their Superfluicies, to cloath 
Cbriſt's naked ders, or to fill his hungry 


Belly? Men lay out more to adorn a Cup- 
gave to Cys i 
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-a'Gall to Repentance. 155 
whoſe ;floppeth his Ear at the Cry of the Poor, 
he aiſa ſhall cry bimſelf, but ſhall net be heard. 
If you give, to Whom is it? Is it not only to 


the Poor of your ewa.: Party ? But — Ps ye 
Lok charged you, to give to every Aan that 


a/keth-? Hath He 
not you to de Gad to all, though eſpecially to the 
Hauſhold of Faith? And among them. not 
your greateſt Charity — been to them, who 
are become poor, oD's Providence, or for 
Conſcience Sake? —= 

peal to the Heart- ſearching Gon concerning their 
Mercifulneſs? How few. (it Deſtruction 5 Gop 
be any Terror to them) dare imprecate upon 
themſelves, 
fulneſs? How few dare ſay to Gon, HI have 
with · held the Poor fram ther Defere, or have cau- 
fed the Eyes of the Widow. ie fail, or have. caten 
any MMarſel myſelf alone, aud ther Fatherleſs hath 
not eaten thereof : If 4 have ſeen any periſh for N ant 


Cloathing,/ or a Peer tvit haut Covering, then 


. mine Am fal fram my Shoulder Blade, aud 
mine Arn be broken NY * 4194: 5 


CHAP. XXV. 


mer Unri darf, er Unpat a 
Trading. 


INerzaD of Mercifulneſs, behold. Opp, 
Violence, Deceit, Fraud. This is aL 


* and ſhould be for a Lamentation. . 5 


woo | of giving” to others that which! is our own, 
we 


any, but Idlers?. Are 


alas! bow few can ap- 


what Feb did in Caſe of Unmerci- 
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we deny them that which is their own i In- 
ſtead —— go our own Right, and thoſe Dues, 
which in Juſtice others are bound to pay us; 
yea, inſtead of giving more of our own, to help 
them in their Neceſſities (Which Mercy calls for) 
even not to require, what others owe us, when not 
only Providence hath diſenabled them to pay us, but 
alſo to give them more to ſupport their feeble 
State withall, behold Injuſtice. What defraud- 
ing is there one of another? How do Men, 
not only take all Advantages of their Brethren, 
to get what is due to them, as to ſeize on a 
Mortgage, when the Mortgage- money cannot be 
paid, or to ſue a Bond, or turn à Man out of 
his Leaſe, when the Day of Payment is miſled, 
but alſo take Aavantage from the Neceſſities of 
the Poor to over - reach them, to get from them, 
either their Houſes or Goods, to be ſure what 
is not their own? Have not we grinded the 
Faces of the Poor? Gop will reckon for this 
ſpeedily. Look over the Prophets, and fee 
Whether Unmercifulneſs and Unrighteouſneſs e- 


How few are there who mete to others, as 
they would have them to meaſure to themſelves? 
The Rule of Cbri, whereby Peace among 
Men would be preſerved, is not heeded by 
us. We do not deal with others, as we would 
de dealt with, though Chri/f ſays unto us, 4! 
"Things | whatſoever ye would that Men ſbould d- 
wnio you, de ye even. ſo unto them: For this i 
the Law and the Prophets - 


How common, but curſed 4 Principle is it, that 
"every Man may get for his Wares, as much as tt 
"can? Hence Men take Advantage of others Ne- 
' ceffities, or of their Want of Skill: * 
1 V ares 
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n WU Wares are put into Men's Hands for good Wares, - 
1 or elſe unreaſonable Demands are made to the 
s: Prejudice of the Buyer: Would we be. ſo dealt 
lp wih n e | F129 
« How commonly do Men demand a far greater 
ut Sum for their Wares, than they will accept ? Here- 
le by they ſhew an oppreſſing Mind, if their Cuſ- 
d. tomers would but comply with them. The 
n, & Quakers will riſe UP in Judgment, to condemn - 
n, this Generation. ! how do Men mind Pro- 
a fit more than their own Honour and Reputa- 
be MW tion yea (Which is more inexcuſable) than the 
of BY Reputation of Chriſt and his Goſpel? Is it not 
d, Matter of Lamentation, that ſome profeſs, they _ 
of had rather deal with a Tun, or with a Jeu, 
m, | than with ſuch and ſuch a Chriſtian? By Rea- » 
at ſon of you the Name of Gon in blaſphemed a- 
he | ng the Gentiles. Wherein doth your Light - 
iis Hine befare Men? They cannot dive into your 
ee Hearts, they can only diſcern your Actions: 
e- They know not what your Love to Gop is, 
I though you pretend much to Knowledge; yet 
1 Knowledge void of Charity and Honelfy, is to 
as them an Abomina tion . | 
ng How few trade in Fear, left by getting an E,. | 
by W tate, they Loſe Gor, and a good Conſcience f When ; 
ud MW one told Latimer, that he was cozened in pay- 
Ain «for a Knife double to what it was wo | 
4 i} © No (faid he) he hath not cozened me, but 
i: W his own Conſcience.” No Wonder that -T radeſ- 

men complain of Deadneſs in their Families 
| and Cloſets, and impute it to their Callings, and 
t thereby charge Gop implicitly : Alas ! it is not 
te IF their Calling hath ſtraitned and deadned their 
e- Hearts toward Gon; but their Oppreflion and De- 


ad ceit in their Buſineſs, hath provoked Gop to leave 
XXXIII. 9 them. 


e Vor. 
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them. Hath not Gop expreſly charged you, 


Let no Man go beyond or over-reach another in 
any Matter, becauſe that the Loxp is the Aven- 
ger of all ſuch? The Vengeance of Gon is up- 
on thee, in the Straitneſs, of thy Spirit in Du- 
ties, and without Repentance it will follow. thee. 
*till it hath. laid thee in the Pit of Hell 


How do Men labour: to engroſs all Trade to 
themſelues, by exclaiming againſt their Neigh- 
bour, and by under-ſelling them, at one Time, 
that they may engage the Buyer to become their 
Cuſto mer, of whom they will ſurely fetch out 
- . their: Penny-worths, in the next Bargain? 
Wu you have ſold too dear, and fo cheat- 
ed your Brother, though Conſcience, in Times of 5 
Sickneſs and Danger, begins to contend with 
you about it, yet hto loth are yen to mate Re. 
ritution for the' Wrong you have offered? How. 
unlike are you to them in Nehemiah? Then ſaid . | 
they, ies will reftore them, and will regure no- a 
thing of them; ſe will toe do ut thou 5. T7 
one ſhould fay, So Gop fhake our every Min 
om bis Houſe, and from his "Labonr, that per- 
formeth not this Promiſe, even thus be he baten 


out and emptied, you would har dly fay, Amen, G 


and praiſe n : 
- £55 11 1,900 fx Oo 


3 131 bo 
Wurd Men buy 'a Commodity, hot apt are 
thy to diſtommend it, to bring down the Price, 
to ſay, it is naught, when all the while they 
know it is offered on eaſy Terms? How do 
Buyers take the Advantage of the Seller's Ig- 
norance- bf the. Worth of his own Goods? 
There is a curſed Proverb amongft Fngliſb- men, 
but in too great Requeſt, © That a Man may 
not only 2 dear, but buy as cheap as be 
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can.“ Few like Auſtin, that bought a Book, 

. at an unſkilſul Stationer's Hands, for an incon- 

| ſiderable Price, and neren gave che Valte 
. 

8 How often 45 Buyers (ove as ; Seller when; * 

5 ſay, they will not, they cannot take à Penny « 
lels for ſuch a Commodity) anſwer, that they 

| will not give a Farthing more, for what they 

. have cheapened, and yet all the while intend t to 

come up to the eller s Price. 


"How Pes is. it. for Aon to take ip Mares, tad. 
to. promiſe Payment at Such a Day, an yet fail? 
ea, how do they promiſe, tho they know oy 

: ball not be able to be as good as their Word? It 

. were better for thee to beg thy Bread, than thus 

Is ſteal from thy Neighbours. Thou art aſhamed 
to beg, as he of old thou ſhouldſt be aſhamed 
much more to do worſe, to deſraud thy Neigh- 

I our... The getting. of Treaſures by a lying Tongue, 

is 8 Pani tes s and fo of them that ſet Ha. 


How few are there, that in their Buyin arid 
Selling give a Proof of their Loving their Neigh - 
bours as themſelves, their een Goode 2 
Welfare as their awed + =; 


01 when will ye - be holy in all Manner of Ce- 

1 ver ſation ! Holy in LyourTrades as well as in your 
* Church- Aﬀſembles} Holy in the Shop, and in all 
2 Employment? So holy, as to abide with 
Gop in your Calling? When will ye labour with 
your Hands, that * be able to give, and not 
only to receive? When will ye trade in Feat, and 
be in the Fear of the Loxb all the Day; and that 
leſt your Shops ſhould: prove your Bane, and 
walk ſeeking after m. r of this — 
Ole 


* 
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. Toſe the true Subſtance ? Is this thy Prayer before 

- thou entereſt vpon thy Calling ? ( 6 that it were!) 

„ Lon help me to trade for Thee, whilſt for 
myſelf; and for the Good of my Neighbour's 
Soul, Body and Goods, as well as for my own.” 


i How few, among all the feveral Sorts of Tra- 


ders, ramder to Cæſar, the Things that are Czfar's ? 


| How can you quiet yout Conſeiences to ſteal 
Cuſtom, as many of you do? What is it, ſave 
the Law, that gives you Right to all you have? 


And by the Law, ſo much of your Goods is the 


King's: It is alienated from you to his Crown 


| and Revenue: How dare you cheat him? Should 
Aer think it hard Meaſure to pay fo great a Tri- 


"ute? Hare you forgot what Chriſt (who came 
{under the Law) did ? Tho' Tribute was exacted 
of Him, when the Children were free, yet He 
-would work a Miracle, rather than give Offence 
in denying to pay it. Why do ye not take the 
e, if it be a diſputable Matter ? To be 
ſure you will not give Offence to Gop, to the 
King, to your Conſcierice; by paying Cuſtoms ; 
| but you may to all by defrauding. Do you herein 
as you would be dealt with? If you were the Po- 
litical Father, would you have your Children cheat 
you? Do not you by Bribes and otherwiſe tempt 
the King's Officers to be falſe to their Truſt, and 
to damn their Souls by Perjury and Treachery ? 


Tah. Consives, that Self-Love and Self. 


' Intereſt are prevalent, to bribe your Judgments, 
and to enflave them to your baſe Paſſions. O 


Conſider how apt is every one to favour himſelf, 


'and to ſuck in any abſurd Reaſonings, whereby 


he may greaten himſelf ? If you ſay, (as they of 
the Silver Shrines, This brings in aur Gain) We 
a: cannot 


S * 6 oo 
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cannot ſubſiſt without ſtealing Cuſtoms? How 
1) elſe can we live? A Father will tell you, It ill be- 
r comes a Chriſtian's Mouth to afk, How ſhall 1 
is; live? Not one that Cbriſt called to forfake Trades 
; and Profeſſions, did-ever anſwer Him, I muſt not 

give over my Gain. Pill you can relinquiſh un- 
a. I {awful Gains, — are none — Cbriſt s Diſciples. 
$7 I Thoſe in the Ads, that burnt their — 1 Books, 

to the Loſs of 1 ſnewed themſelves true 
dal Converts, ſe mightily grew: the Hord and prevailed. 
ve When Tyre ſhall be converted, her Trading and 
e? Dealings : ſhall be ſcacred, her derchandize . 
he lr man be Aang, tothe Lon. 


a1 il Hanz give me Leave to add the Sin af Lenka 
r- too common among all Sorts of Traders, as welt 
ne || a+ others. And truly this Sin comes not impro- 
ed |} pcrly under the Head of Inj uſtice. Juſtice, euen 

fe ben it is not taken moſt largely; (ſo it is taken 
ce bor all Religion) comprehends our whole Duty to 
he eur Neighbour, as to — of Right: Thus, 
be y Virtue of the Fifth Commandment, to do juſt- 
he h, is to give our Parents their due Honour, Whe 
s; I} fber: they be natural, civil, or ſpiritual. In Re- 
ein ¶ ſpect to the Sixth, it is to preſerve the Life of our 
0 Neighbour, and to have a Care that we injure 
eat bim not in his Being. In Reference to the Se- 
ipt Vventh, it is to pteſerve his juſt Relations, and not 
nd touch chem, or cauſe the Violation of their Faith 
? to him. In Reference to the, Eighth, it is to pre- 
ſerve his Eſtate, and not meddle with his Goods. 
The Ninth requires, that we preſerve his good? 
Name, and not defame him, nor do- any Prej 

dice to his Credit, no more than we would * 
Eſtate : And-by- Virtue of the Tenth, we are to 


by moderate our very Deſires, ſo as not to enuy im 
of chat which is his, nor to long to have it in our 
Ve e And to be a hy 
101 3 to 


15 A Gofpe-Glaſs: Or 
to be looked for in Words, as well as in Achons. 
But alas I how doth the Sin of Lying abound: a- 
7 us ? For this GoÞ hath a Controverſy with 
nd. Is there not Need to tate Heed every 
one of his Neighbour, and not to truft in any Bro- 
ther? Mill not one deceive his Neighbour, and 
not _ the Trut ? Have they not taught their 
Tongues to ſpeak Lies? If you are not Cozening- 
Liars, or Pate. Wine. L er are you not 
Reviling-Liars? Do you not, upon every petty 
Difference, of one another ye care not 
what? Do ye not ſpread lying Defamations ? Is 
not the Fawni terms page reed us ? Their 
Fords are the Jacob, but their Hands art 
the Hands of Eau erg, their Mouths ar- 


ſmeother: than Butter, but War is in their Hearts 


Their Words are ſofter than Oil, yet are they drawn 
Szoords," Is there not alſo many a News-telling- 
Liar among us? They believe in their Conſci- 
ences, that it is falſe, what they relate; and yet, 
to promote: an Inter g, to mate Hearts glad with Lies, 
they will ſpread that which is falſe. How many 
Officious-Ltars have we, who tell Lies for ſome 
End, as think? The higheſt End is 
o Glory: But toi ye ſpeal withedly for Gop, 
and talk decertfully | Him? The Vulgar reads 
the Text, Deus indiget veſtro mendacio? 
' What! Bath Gor Need your Lis? It is a Diſ- 
honour+td Gop to be thus helped. And if we 
muſt not fpeak Evil, chat Good may come to 
Gon, ſure then we may not ſpeak _ that 
cy 8 to ourſelves. 


. can you . 
Gov engageth Himfelf for his People, that 1 
they will not lie, furey they are my People, 

— a Auſtin long ago gave his Jude- 
- ment cor { Lying, that << A Man muſt not 
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Cod is his Gain. And is not Covetouſneſs and 
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« tell a Lie to ſave the whole World: If it were 
„ ſaith he) to ſave thy Father or thy Mother out 
of Hell, if poſſible it could be, thou muſt not tell 
60 Leg or if it were to ſave a Kingdom from 
« Deſtruction :” And yet to make a little Mirth, 
or to gain a Penny, or to prevent the Frowns of a 
Superior, how do ſome teach their Tengues to lie? 


| Not conſidering, that al Liars Hall have their Por- 


tion in the burning Lake ; that herein they are like 
the Devil, who is ah Father of Lies, and moſt unlite 
Gop, who. cannot lie, O then k put awway Lying, 
and ſpeak the Truth; away with mental Reſerva- 
tions and Jeſuitical Equivocations. Let thy Fongue 

be the faithful Interpreter of thy Heart. Be faith- 
ful in your Promiſes and Bey 0s be not ea 


* 
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10 H A Pp, XXVI. 
Their Covetouſneſs. 


FF chad be fo mood Untightecuſneſs, no | Won: 
der that there is alſo much Covetouſneſs. Co- 
vetouſneſs is the Seed of all Unrighteouſneſs, the 
Root of all Bvil. It was Jexebel's Covetouſneſs 
that made her unjuſtly deprive Nabeth of his Vine 
5 If I cannot prevail with Heaven, I will to 
ell for an Eftate, is the Voice of Covetouſneſs : 
Yea, this is that which will put Men, not only on 
Injuſtice to others, but to Gon Himfelf; it Pill 
make them offer Violence to Religion, to Divine 
Honour, and whatever: is ſacred in the World. 
That Man will ſtick at no Abuſe of Gop, whoſe 


Earthly- 
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Earthly - nündedneſs an epidemical Sin? © This is 


the Grave which never ſaith zt 7s ezoxgh, but like 
Solamen's Horſe-leech it cries give, give. O!] what 
boundleſs Appetites have many, who can neither 
uſe hat they have, nor put a Period to what they 
deſire: As in the Sea one Wave riſeth above an- 
other, ſo here every Deſire of having is outgone 
by a new Deſire of getting. en 3<# 


An net your Cares for Riches ? Do not your 
Thoughts run out, OI how ſhall I thrive in the 
World, get more Eſtate, Cuſtom ? But not, O! 
how ſhall I get the Favour of Gop, and Victory 
over my Luſts? How ſollicitous are you, every 
Day for the World, but how flat in your Defires to 
have the Image of Gop renewed ? How dejected 


are you when you miſs of a good Bargain; or when 
you meet with ſome Loſs by Sea or Land? But how 


little troubled if you loſe an Opportunity of Com- 
munion with the LoR D? How are Men pleaſed w. th 
the Earth, but find no more Reliſh in Chri/ and bis 


Ways than in the White of an Egg; What great 

2 have you taken, even compaſſed Sea and 
nd, to gain Riches; and hardly can go a; Mile 

or two to meet with Gop? How is every Oppor- 


tunity laid hold. of to get more to the Heap But 
do not you remain contented, with the leaſt, Mea - 
ſures of Grace: How oft have you left your Meat 

to ſerve a Cuſtomer ? But when to ſerve the LoR 
Jeſus Chrift * How few aim at Riches, as a Means 
to carry them to a further End ? They: ſhould be 
but as the Rounds of a. Ladder, not to ſtand upon, 


but thereby to aſcend higher, even to Glory. But 


82 deſire the World in Subordination to 


b, and as a Means to glorify. Gop; but the 


more they love the World, the leſs Gon is loved; 
ein : ge EATUNLY 
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earthly Things in Obedience to God's Call? 
How many out of a Defire of filthy Lucre? How 
few ſeek the World with an holy Indifferency ? 
How few reſetve their Zeal, and hotteſt Endeavours 
for heavenly Things? Is not the general Cry, 
Who will fhew us any Gd] We 4 no Proof of 
this, there are Inſtances every where. How, for 
the getting of a Penny, will ſome debar themſelves 
of Ordinances? Is it not a ſufficient Excuſe with 
ſome, for not attending on the Worſhip of God, 
that they met with a Cuſtomer? Doth not the 
Clock ftrike too faſt, whilſt thou art ſelling to 
Advantage Doth not Time run away too faſt? 
Doſt thou not wiſh thou couldſt, with Jaßbua, 
cauſe the Sun to fand ſtill on a Market-Day, 
or on a Fair- Day, when Trading is quick ? 
But when thou art in the Worſhip of Gop, 
O! den will the Sabbath be gone? When will the 
Duty be over, that we may ſell? Tome Oy hy- 

ritical Out-cries are there againſt the World? 

t eats up my Time: It eats up wy 147 It robs 

e ſay it is an E- 

nemy, and yet we can boſom this Snake, lodge 
this y, that Gop would have us to kill. 


How oft hath Gon charged thee againft Cove- 
touſneſs ? Take Heed and beware of it : Two Words 
to the ſame Purpoſe, all little enough to take thee 
off from earthly Purſuits. How apparently hath 
Gop with-drawn from thee, ever ſince thou waſt 
taken with this Dalilab? How hardly art thou pul- 
led out of the deep Pit, and miry Clay, to Duty, 
much more to Gop? And wilt thou be rich? Art 
thou reſolved to run into the Briars? Then fare- 
well to thee, not only in Time, but to Eternity. 
How many Convictions and Impreſſions of the bleſſed 
Spirit have your worldly Cares choated? How have 
your Defires of Riches puzzled your wy | 

| — . iv 
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. diverted them from minding and improving the 
Counſels of Gop and Conſcience? How unlike 
art thou to the primitive Converts ? Paul, when 
converted, counts all Things but Dung in Compariſon 
N 4 Chriſt. And Zaccheus no ſooner had a Work of 
_ Grace begun upon him, but down went the World 
. "faſter than ever it went up: He parts from Riches 
wich more Freedom than he ſought them: Th: 
 Balf of my Goods I give to the Poor; and if I bave 
' wronged any Man, I will reſtore four-fold. But 
"alas! our Hearts are as Cities without Walls, 
the World hath a Thorough-fare in them, and 
; may come and go without any Pals from Hes. 


£ 


8 {+ 


| "How hath this. Sin dradned you fe all the Harſh 
£ Gop? How, by the Interpoſition of this dark 
Body of the Earth, hath the Light of Heaven, ye: 
the Light of Gop's'Countenance, been darkened! 
And how hath thy Soul been benighted, and cloud- 


ed ? They ſay 8 Knife be put into the Earth, | 


It will loſe its Edge: I am ſure of this, that Chri- 
ſtians, who were once lively aud active for Gon, 
by engaging their Hearts to the World, have loſt 
their Zeal, their Keerineſs and their Luſtre. When 


thou haſt gained Time from thy Buſineſs. to diſ- 


charge Duty, haſt not thou miſled thine Heart“ 
Halt not thou left and loſt it in the Croud ? How 


doft thou debaſe thyſelf hereby ? The Curſe of 


| Cham is upon thee, 4 Servant of Servants then art, 
2 Slave to that which thou ſhouldſt rule over: 
Son did not give thee a reaſonable Soul that thou 

ſhouldſt chooſe the Serpent e Curſe, to crawl and 


feed upon the Earth. O] tremble to think what ſad 


Effects your Covetouſneſs may have upon you be- 
fore you die. Demas left Chri/t, Joſt his Soul, 
ſhip-wreck'd his Faith, and all to embrace this pre- 


ſha 


ſent eril World, And if thou make Haſte to be rich, 


en ade. AM 


Malt thou be innocent Whether thou place th 1 
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fdence and Hope in thy Gold, or in a Golden 
Calf, thou art guilty of el of having other 
Gods beſides the true ah and fo doſt highly of- 
fend the true Go. 


Ir you did A in the Craſe if of Chriſt, the. Nerd 
would be crucified to nu, and you unte the Morld. 
But alas! to which of us, Is eng Day in God's 
Cturts better than a thenſand St. Auſtin ſaid, I 
« one Drop of the Joys of Heaven might fall in- 
« to. Hell, it would drown all the Bitterneſs offs 
« Hell;” ſo would it drown all Bitterneſs in the. 
Soul, and all the Sweetneſs in the World. World» 
ly( Comforts would be too coarſe, too flat, too low. 
to recerate your Hearts. Did ye but know the 
Honey and Mitk of Canaan, ye, would not mind 
the Onions of Egypt. What a iſcrable Life doſt 
thou live This? in brings an Yell, with it; thou 
art the Devil's Martyr. thatgyul be. rich, fall 
into Temptation, and a Snare, andſinto man fooliſh... 
and hurtful Lufts, which drown Men in Deſtruttion 
and Perdition. Thou en joy eſt meither D nor 
A; Thou ſtill de 2 ff — which will never 
atisfy thy Deſires. The more tholtthaſt of the 
Wasa, the more thou wanteſt; the, more thow - | 
drinkeſt, the more thou thirſleſt; a Dropſy, i is up- 
on thee, and thou knoweſt it not. Diſcontent is 
always the Companion of Covetouſneſs. Let your 
Corverſation be without Govetouſneſs z and, bg content 
with ſuch Things as you have. I zy wilt then et 
thine Der upon that rohich is not? Grace and God- 
lineſs is Ce bRtance : Wh wilt thou let go the Sub- 
ſtance for a Shadow ? The Things of the World 
are Fancies, the Things of Gop. Realities. Mart 
God is there to the-Owners of. Ricber, ſaving the be-. 
holding them with their Eyes Do not you all. this. "7 
While bear Falle-Witneſs againſt — o not you 
pro- 
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proclaim to the World, that Gon is not enough 


to fill your Deſires, and that therefore you go af- 
ter the Creature? It is nothing to you, to call 
Gop, who is all-fufficient, who is a Fountain f 
living Mater, a barren Wilderneſs * No Wonder, 


that for the Iniquity of our Covetouſneſs, Gon i; 


wrath, and ſmite us. We are greedy of more, 
but what have we done with our former Talents! 
Account we muſt for one, for two, for ten Talents: 
The more we have, the greater will be ourAccount. 
- There is a Reckoning-day at Hand. If thou art 
not a good Steward as ſure as this Book is in thy 
Hand, thou wilt curſe the Time that ever thou 
- hadft an Eſtate, and wilt wiſh thou hadſt been a 
r, for then thou hadft not had ſo much to 
for before Gop. It is certain that thou 

ſhalt carry none of thy Eftate away with thee ; no- 
thing is to be carried away, ſave Guilt, to Hell; 
if you have notrendaed unto Gop according to what 
you have received ide heaping up of Wealth, is 


T wits ſuppoſe thou haſt (by Neglects of thy 
Calling, and by thy riſing up early, and 

litting up late} gained an Eſtate: What will thy 
Eſtate advantage thee, when the Arrows of the 
Lord enter thy Soul? What will the World ad- 
vantage thee, when the Gout, Fever, or burning 
Peſtilence are upon thee? What haſt thou got but 
that which may ſtand with Gop's eternal Hatred! 
Never count thy Gains, till thou haſt got that 
which is inconſiſtent with Gop's Wrath, Whilſt 
you have Bonds and Bills upon others, do not you 
run into Arrears with Gop? And how will you 
diſcharge thoſe Suits which Gop will commence 
againſt you ? When you lie a dying, will ye not 
wilh, that your Time, your Strength, your 1 


> 
Ll 
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» 


dut the charging e thy Account: Thou mutt ac- 
count, how thou haſt diſburſed to a Farthing., 
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kad been poured forth upon better Things, than 
thoſe of this Life? That you had traded for Grace 
and Glory, rather than for a little gilt Clay? 01 
ye 1 for the World, I foreſee the Troubles 
and Horrors, the Doubts and Fears, the Anguiſh 
and Amazements of your Souls, which your Un- 
certainties, as to your future State, will put you- 
into in your dying Rooms. How will you take up 
ſach Language as this, « Fool that I was, to cum 
ber myſelf about many Things, and neglect the one 
Thing neceſlary ! Fool that I was, to ſet my Af- 
foctions on Things below, (none of which give me 
a Drop of Water to cool my Tongue) and ts 
neglect the Things above! O! if I had never heard 
of Chris and Glory, J had been more excuſable 
for my earthly Cares. O how have I diſquicted 
myſelf in vain? I have heaped up Riches, and know 
not who ſhall gather them. Had I been as faithful 
to Chrift, as I was to Aammon, O |. with what Joy 
might I have removed hence? What abwidont En- 
trance into the everlaſting Kingdom might I have 
had?“ Of labour to prevent the Noe of Death, 
and the gnawing Worm of Conſcience. It is ſad, 
when the Sting of Death, and the Warm Conſcience, 
bite the Man together. Riches auail not in_the Day 
Advert, but Righteouſneſs delivereth from Death. 

lieve it, it will cut you to the Heart, to think 
that leſs Pains would have ſerved. for eternal Life, 
than you have beſtowed for temporal Goods, This 
Plague attends the covetous Man, the more he de- 
fires, and heaps up, the leſs he is deſired, and the 
leſs he is lamented when he dies. So the covetous - 
Man doth no Good with his Riches whilſt he liveth; 
but when he is dead, his Riches come to be diſpoſed 
of. The Riches of a Sinner are laid up pr 2 
How can you chooſe but tremble at Booms-Day? 


You cannot deſire the Coming of Chr: If the * 
Church cries, Came, LoxD JEsVs, come quickly, 
Vox. XXXIII. 5 | 


you 
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you, cannot join in that Prayer, for your Hearts are 

lued to this preſent World: You prefer Parts be- 

re Paradiſe. It is to the Saints Lofs to be kept ſo 
long from Heaven; but you count it not ſo: You 
cannot ſay, Thy Kingdom come. What will you do 
in that Day, when al the Eſtate and Friends of 
2 cannot relieve? Riches are like Briars and 


LT to ſtop Gaps, but not to Jay in our 
Beds, and ſet our Hearts upon, leſt we lie down in 
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CH A P. xxvn. 
on "Gr me. 


nvy i is a «Sin ſeldom confeſſed, but yet much 
diffuſed among the Profeſſors of ion. 

The Spirit that dwelleth in us, luſteth to 71 1uy. 
Aid indeed Covetouſneſs and Envy are never aſun- 
der; they are Sins againſt the ſame Command: Such 
as long that what is their Neighbour's ſhould be 
theirs, envy to him that which is his; and ſuch as 
envy to him that which is his, long to have it to be 
' theirs, How defirous are they to graſp all to tbem- 
ſelves? And therefore how apt to be envious at the 
Power, Greatneſs, Riches, if not Goodneſs of 
others? Doth not the Experience that you have of 
your own Hearts teſtify, that this Spirit is ſtirring 
ald acting in you? The Poor envy the Rich, the 
Baſe the Honourable, as if they had the leſs, becauſe 
others have ſo much. But ſure, maligning the 
5 5 perity of others is not from the Spirit of Ba. 
— Seth freely to all, would not have us en- 
thoſe to whom He gives, more ey, than to 
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ourſelves; and He that giveth us more, doth not 
envy us for what we have. If you have not ſo much 
as others, it is becauſe you are unfit to receive, not 
becauſe Gop is Wann to give. "© 
Ils there not à greater 23 neſs in us, to detract 
N Mens Mortb, than to honour and exalt them ? 

o write down their Blots and Imperfections, than 
their Virtues and Graces? How dull ſighted are we, 
as to the Virtues of our Brethren; but quick ſighted 
as Eagles to diſcern their Imperfections? The 
> Beams of Virtue are not ſeen, not taken Notice of, 
| but a Mote in a Brother's Eye is ſoon eſpied. _. 


ARE we not more greedy to receive and ſpread any 
Thing whereby our Neighbour is obſcured, than what 
. to his Praiſe? And is not this the Reaſon 
hereof, . the Deſire we have to ſhine alone, to have 


none to vie with, much lefs to excell us? 


Tur Beaſts do not envy one another, but Mei 
* yea, the Devils envy not one another; ſome 
Men are herein worſe than Devils. No Wonder 

if there have been Hatred, Variance, Emulations, 
Wrath, Strife, Seditions, and agar” whilſt En- 
vyings have abounded amon it us Vraib is cruel, 
an Anger outrageous, but who is able to land before 
Envy? The Malignity of this Sin wha in that 
it ſtrikes directly at the Providence of Go, who 
diſpoſetb of Mens Conditions, according to his 

Sovereignty and Wiſdom: It hath a tacit Accuſa- 
tion of Gop, for raifing up ſome ſo high, and lay- 
ing others ſo low: It is deeply unſatisfied with 
Gop's Bounty to the Children of Men, that He 
gives ſo liberally to ſome, whereas He is not bound 
to any. Whilſt others complain againſt Gop, for 
making the World no better, the envious Man is 
| troubled that He hath o_ ſo well for his VR 
2 © 
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No Wonder the Apoſtle reckoneth Envy among 
he grols Sins of Murder, Uucleanneſt, Idolutry, 
Miicheraſt, and concludes, Heaven is no Place for 
Tuch, They which do ſuch Things, Mall not inherit the 
Kingdom of Gop. This is a Sin fo damnable, and 
fo ugly, making you ſo much like the Devil, that 
it is high Time you watch againſt it, mourn for it, 
and ſeek its Ruin. O! when ſhall we hear the 
Exhortation, Let us not be defirous of Vain - glo- 
os Proveting one another, envying one another ? 
When ſhall we in Honour prefer one another * When 
ſhall we, like Barnabas, when we ſee the Grace of 
God, rejoice? When ſhall Miniſters reprove the 
o/huas, that are envying for their Sakes, in oſes's 
Words, J would to God all the People of the Lord 
| * propheſy ? When ſhall we, like Jahn the Baptiſt, 
de contented to decreaſe, ſo that Chrif may in · 
.creaſc ; and to be laid by, if others more able may 
be ſubſtituted to do God's Work? When ſhall we 
| rejoice if Gop uſeth others, to convert Sinners by 
them, more than by us? And fay, with Mr. Dod, 
I would to Gop that I were the worſt Minifter 
« in England; his Meaning was, that all ſhould 
excell him in Gifts and Graces. O! when ſhall 
we, inſtead of envying our Brother, bleſs Gop for 
him ? If he hath more than we have, more Strength, 
Parts, Riches, Honours, or Graces, the Account 
he muſt paſs with Gop is greater; let us pity him, 
rather than envy him: Believe it, Gop is wiſer 
than we are, and if his Diſtributions are various, 
we have as many Talents as we can well improve. 
Let us look to our own Duty in the Places wherein 
Gop hath ſet us; and pray for them that have ten 
Talents more than we have, that they may ſerve 
the Lond teri Times more than we can. . 


CHAP. 
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_ CHAP. XXVIII. 
The Sins of Family- e Ga 


OW guilty are ſuch of you as have Families to 
govern, of not commanding your Houſhold to 
erve Gov? Of how few can Gop ſay, as He did 
of ee I know him, that he will command his 
Children and his Houſbold after him, and they fhall 
keep the Way of theLoRD. By your Authority you 
ſhould e them to ſubject their Hearts, Wills, 
and Conſciences, to the Will and Pleaſure of IRHo- 
va; but alas! how many of you have been care- 
leſs in this? Your Children and Servants, yea Wives, 
muſt know your Authority upon worldly Accounts, 
you command them imperiouſly enough to fulfill 
your Will and Pleaſure, to ſerve you; but how 
Collio-like are you, ens —_— whether rer br 
the 1 . 


0 „ber 1500 Paſſion have you' 4 —— ole 
Children and Servants, yea and M ſives too, ſubmit not 
to your "Will and Pleaſure: But when do they ſee fo 

much _ (pain their Neglect of Gop*s' Work, as 
| n you when they neglect your Commands ? 
Theſe Paſtions may well make your Inferiors be- 
lieve, that you value more-your Authority, than 
God's, the having your own Will obeyed, than 
that Gop's thould be obſerved. 


How many Chon are 1+ theftey het FR ovine 
Care for the Bodies of their Families, but not for their 


GE Meat, * a and Cloaths, or _— 
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to buy them, they ſhall have; but none or little 


Inſtruction. 


How little do you catechiſe your Families? How 
ſeldom do you aſk them any Queſtions concerning 
the firſt Principles of the Doctrine of Chrit? If you 
do catechiſe your Children, as you ought, in Gbe- 
dience to thoſe Divine Commands, Train up a Child. 


in the Way wherein he ſhould go Bring up your 


Children in the Nurture and Admonition of the LORD: 
Yet how few of you catechiſe the reſt of your Houſ- 
hold, your Servants and Wives, though they be but 
Babes in Religion, Children in Underſtanding, and. 
this Milk is appointed for Children in Underſtand- 
ing as well as Age? Neither doth the Work of 
gatechiſing them belong unto Miniſters, but unto 
pou for it belongs to all that. have a Charge of 

and you are charged not only with your 
Childrens, but with your Servants, and with your 
Wives Sauls. Whatever any of you may fancy, 
there never comes a Wife, a Child, or Servant 


into any of your Families, but with this Warrant 


from the great Lox p of Heaven and Earth, 
the Soul of this Wife, this Child, this Servant; 
for if it be miſſing amongſt the Number of my 
Sbeep at the great Day 
«-thy Soul ſhall go for it. 
your Children be taught by you, but your Wives 
and Servants. The Wife is commanded to learn of 
ber Huſband at Home, and the Huſband: to walk with 
ber as a Man of Knowledge > And your. Servants. 
mould be trained by you in Religion, as Abrabum's 


44+ 


How ſeldom do you converſe perſonally with 5 


very one in your Families, concerning the practical 


Part of Religion ? How ſeldom do you aſk: them 
any Queſtions, how it is with their — 
1 : W 
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what they think will become of them to Eternity? 
Are you not as great Strangers to the State of their 
Souls, as you are to the Souls of the Indians? If 
their Bodies be in Danger, Meat, Phyſick, Atten- 
dance are procured; but their Souls may periſh in 
Formality or. Careleſſneſs, for: any Help you afford. 
them. — Governors never treat with their 
Houſholds about their ſpiritual Eſtate from one 
Year to another: Hence comes the great Apoſtacy 
of our Times. The Lozp humble us, and deliver. 
us from Blood-guiltineſs,, Many a Huſband may 
cry out, My. Wife's Soul is like to perith,. through 
my Default:. Many a Parent,. I am verily guilty of 
the: Blood of my Child: And many a Ma er may 


impute to his own Account, all the Diforders of 


his Servants z. for that they have no perſonal Con- 
ference with them about original Corruption, Re- 

neration, Juſtification, Sanctification, or Glory. 
— thou prayeſt in thy Family every Day, but 


not knowing the inward. Workings of. their rts 


towards GoD vor Sin, thou: knoweſt not how to 
pray as thou oughteſt; thou knoweſt not what to 
— and what to pray for, nor what to bleſs 

OD "Ws 1 | 2 5 . ; 2 ; 


4 Have you walked with that Gravity. befdre your 
Wives, Children, and Servants as ye ought * Have 
you not made yourſelves vile. by Lightneſs or un- 
ſeemly Carriages? Governors of Families are the 
Viceroys of Gon; they are in the Place of Gop;. 
and therefore ſhould keep up their Authority, and 
not run into ſuch Vanity or Familiarity with their 
Inferiors, as to breed in them a Contempt of the 


Ordinance of Gop. 
5. Vop have given, your Children and Servants 


Time to work for yourſelves ; have you afforded them 
Vm io ſerve Gob in? Too many ule their Infe- 
an Tiors 
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riors as they uſe their Beaſts; they work and feed 
their Beaſts, but never inſtruct; no more do they 
inſtru their Inferiors. When do you call your 
Wives, Children, Servants into your Cloſet, and 
not only preſs them to look after their Souls, and in 
order thereunto, to ſpend ſome Time in Prayer, 
Reading, and Meditation ; but tell them how Gop 


wrought on you, how he awakened you, what Cor- 


ruptions prevailed with you, and how Gop helped 
you to crucify them: How do you know but the 
fame Motives might melt and turn their Hearts 


too? 


6. Have not you miſcarried as to the Time for the 
Management of your religious Work in your Houſes ? 
Some Governors pray in the Morning too early; 
ſo early, with a ſmall Part of their Family, whilſt 
others are in Bed, or in the Service of the World, 
that they worſhip not Gon together, as they ought; 


and this is paſſed over with Silence; but if they miſs 


of their Servant in the Shop or Field, how angry 
is the Governor? He cries out, I ſhall be undone 
by the Unfaithfulneſs of my Wife, Children, Ser- 
vants ; but ſces not a greater Danger, a more pro- 


bable Ruin falling on him, for not baving his Fa- 


mily to worſhip Gon with him. 


Oruxxs defer Morning Prayer till it be almoſt 
Noon. They will adventure into all worldly Em- 
ployments (as we ſay) without Fear or Wit; they 
ſee no Need of Gop to protect them from outward 


or inward Dangers; no Need of Gop's Blefling, 
till they are ready to dine; and then ſome Collects 


muſt be ſaid, ſome ſhort Prayers perhaps run over 


u may riſe up'to cat; drink; and pi. 


with more Haſte than the Boy that faith his Leſſon, 


ak. a 
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- AND as ſome are unſeaſonable in their Duties in 


the Morning, fo others at Evening. Whilſt their 
Strength to ſerve the World, they attend it; 
and then, come let us go to Prayer; when the 
Wife, Children, and Servants, had rather be in 
The Governor prays dully enough, and that while 
the poor Family ſleep, or nauſeate the — and 
fo, like Elis Nn, theſe Sons of Belial cauſe their 
People to abbor the Offering of the ds: 
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CHAP. XXIX. 


The Sim of ll and Wie 


JsBANDS and Wives are called to Reflection 
on their Miſcarriages, jointly, ſeverally. 


. For their not being ſo careful of their 
Choice, as they ſhould have been ; not ſeeking 
Gon enough in a Matter of fo great Conſequence, 
wherein the Souls of _ — were ſo highly con- 
cerned. Be ye not uneg ed with Unbelieverse 
For what Fallowſbis _— gbteouſneſs with Un» 
righteouſneſs And what "Var, 26-28 _—_ Light with 
Darkneſs? That they came t 
earthly, and luſtful Motives, for Profit, Pleaſure, 
Beauty, rather than to further the Kingdom of 
Chriff.. That they did not by Prayer and Fafting 


wy to live unmarried, though abs Apoſtle told them 


the Advantages of ſerving _ thereby. He 


that is 2 careth * the Things that belong 


—— 


upon low, 
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SEVERALLY. Husbands, ye have not loved your 
Wives, as Chriſt the Church ; though the Command 
be expreſs. But though you have not been Adul- 
terers- in any groſs Act, yet how oft have you 
withed the Bond of Marriage were broken? And 
have not you had Eyes full of Adultery ? Hath not 
your Love to others degenerated into ſecret Luſt ? 
Cbriſß is patient to his Church, but hath your Love /uf- 
fered all Things? Upon light Matters, what Frowns, 
I will not ſay what ſharp Words: Hath not Family- 
Prayer been neglected through your Wrath? Chriſt 
one no. Occaſion of Jealouſy ; but have net 
ſome of you? The Lomp ſearcheth Hearts. Chr:/?s 
Love is bountiful; how ſhort have you kept your 
Wives, contrary to your Engagements to endow 
them w:th all your worldly Goods? Cbriſt keeps Com- 
pany with the Wife of his Boſom; but have not 
ſome of you been more Abroad than atHome? Chri/? 
edifieth his Church: Do ye dwell with your Wives 
as Men of Knowledge ? Chrift doth communicate 
Secrets to his Spouſe: Are not ye Stranges to the 
Hearts, h perhaps not to the Boſoms, of 
ir neareſt Relations? Chrift doth confer often 
with his Church about the Myſteries of Go: 
I wiſh you did ſo. I fear ſome of you are Silver- 
tongued Abroad, forward to of Cbriſt, but 
dumb at Home even to your Wives as well 2s 
Children. The Woman * not, though ſhe 
aſk her Huſband at Home. Cbrift gives the ſharp- 
eſt Rebuke to his offending Spouſe privately, and 
when He gets her alone; But do not you reprove 
before Servants and Children ? Hereby they learn 
Prowardneſs, when brought into this Relation, and 
at preſent ſlight the Wives of your Boſom. Chrift 
doth not blaze his Wife's Infirmities; but ſo have 
* Chri/t puts the beſt Conſtructivn on what his 
pouſe doth. The Spirit is willing, though the Fi:ſ) 
be weak. But do not you put worſt? When 
8 your 
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your Luſts are quenched, your Love is ous: Chriſt 

doth pity his Church as the weaker Veſſel; if ye 

did ſo, the Family would be the better governed. 

Chriſt doth ſympathize with his Church: In all 

her Afflictions he is afflicted; but how fretful, 

churliſh, and Nabal- like are you, when the Hand 

of God is heavy on your neareſi Relations ? Chriſt 

doth vindicate his Spouſe, and is greatly diſpleaſed 

when ſhe ſuffers from the World; but do ſome of 

1. vou deride your Wives, and not frown when they 

17 are wronged and abuſed? Chriſi doth not upbraid 
„his Spouſe with her low Condition before He put 

7 Honour on her; but alas! How oft have ye up- 

braid what the Condition of your Wives was be- 

mw fore you caſt your Eyes upon them ? Chrift gave 

m. bis Life for his Church: What haſt thou done and 

\of ſuffered to ſave the Soul of thy Wife? Cbriſt rules 

if his Church, net with a Rod of Iron, but with a 

„ Scepter of Love. It your Dominion exerciſed with Diſ- 

te cetien and Love? Are all Things done in Charity? 

he Is ſhe to thee as a loving Hind or Roe? Chrift doth 

of not count his Spoule as a Servant, but a Friend; 
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He doth not domineer over his Church, but how 
many Huſbands uſe their Wives hardly better than 
Servants? Chrift notwithſtanding keeps up his Au- 
thority over his Church, but do not many Huſbands 
looſe it through too much Uxoriouſneſs, and make 
themſelves contemptible, by yielding to their Wives . 
as Adam to his, whence came at firſt all Sin and Mi- 
ſery into the World? When Chri/t doth command 
his Wife, his Church, He doth it mildly : Ve pray jon 
in Chriſt's Stead. . But many Huſbands imperiouſly 
enough, Gap knoweth, when for Love ſake | 
ſhould rather intreat. Cbriſt doth love his Spouſe, 
though He gains nothing by her; but alas! How - 
many are ſevere enough to their Wives, when they 
fail of that Eſtate, they expected from them: 


— 


* ; 
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As Huſbands fail, fo do Wives; even as the 
Church is ſubje unto Chriſt, /o ſhould ye have been 
to your own Huſbands in every Thing. But how 
have ye affronted your Light? The 3 of 
Giri ov him inwardly, as well as outward 
uld ye have loved your Huſbands; but alas | 
How little Court ſhewed the Union betwixt the 
Church and Chrzft by your Affections? The Church 
loves Chrift more than Angels: Whom have I in 
Heaven but Thee ? And there is none upon Earth that 
4 defire beſides Thee. But how many Wives are 
3 others Huſbands more than their own? 
If my Huſband were thus, and thus. Thy Huſband 
ſhould de to thee the moſt precious of all Perſons, 
the moſt lovely in thine Eyes. Not Parts and Gifts, 
but the leaſure of Gop ſhould be the Ground 
of this ſpecial Love. The Church honours Chr: 
above all other Perſons in the World; but have 
not ſome of you mean and low Thoughts of your 
Huſbands ?. 
Things; but will not ſome of you wear what you 
pleaſe, go where you 8 — what you 8 


and employ yourfelves in what you pleafe? Yea, 


though contrary both to your Hu nds commands, 
and entreaties? The Church fears Chriſt: So ſhould 
Wives: I ſay not either ſhould, with a ftaviſh, but 
both ſhould, with a reverential fear. Remember 
Michal, Sbe deſpiſed her Huſband in her Heart, 
( the did not expreſs her ſlighting of him, as many 
do, in Words) and ſhe had no Child unto the Day 
of her Death. God took the Huſband's Part, and 


22 a Mark of Diſpleaſure upon her. The Church 


es Chriſt more and more; but O the Decays of 


Womens Affections to their Huſbands ! Partly 


through Levity, and partly through Age, and part- 
ly: — croſs Providences! he Ch 


herein, to imitate the Church of Gop. How ma- 
. ; ny 


he Church is ſubject to Chri/t in all 


hurch doth. 
_ commend Chr; But feldom are We careful 
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ny do blazon their Infirmities, rather W 


mend their graces? The Church is careful to pleaſe 


Grit in all Things: The married Women ſhould 


care (ſtudy) to pleaſe her Huſband, by her Attire, 


Behaviour, Words. She ſhould go, ſpeak, and 


do ſo, as may render her moſt acceptable in his 
light, in 'every Thing. How many croſs Wives 
are there, that love to vex, rather than to delight 


their Huſbands? The Church bears patiently Rebukes 

from Chrift: So ſhould Wives; as Sarah was com- 
mended for her Meekneſs. The Ornament fa meet 
and quiet Spirit, is in the Sight of Go, of great 


Price. Perhaps the Wife will tell me, theſe are but 


Trifles that I croſs myHuſband in: I muſt tell thee, 


to break the Order of God for Trifles will greaten 


thy Sin at the Day of Accounts. What wilt thou, 


dareſt thou for ſo ſlender a Matter tread down the 


Law of thy God, and hazard the Ruin of thy 
Soul? O! conſider This, and turn not your Du- 
ties to your Huſbands into Matter of Talk and 


Paſtime, as the Manner of moſt Women is. 


C HAP. XXX. 


De Miſcarriages of Parents, and 


P Angus, how" little do you plot far the Good of 


future Generations ? How little do you care 


whether God hath a Name when you be dead and 


zone ? It is through your Default, that the Name 

of Chriſt is not had in everlaſting Remembrance: 5 

f you were faithful, how. would the Generations 
ii o 


. 


94 
* 


182 A Goppel-Glaſs: Or, 


come bleſs the Lok in your behalf? If you were 
active and diligent, you might - convey Holineſs 
down to your Poſterity. The World would ſoon 
mend, the Church of Chri/# would ſoon regain its 
antient Luſtre if ye did but faithfully diſcharge 
your Duties to your Children: You might 154 
little Children to come to Chriſt, yea, you might 
fill the Kingdom of Heaven; but do not you ra- 
ther fill the Kingdom of Hell? And as Feroboan 
made Hrael to Sin, do not you inſtead of leading 
them the Way to Heaven, lead them the Way to 
Hell? O! conſider ſeriouſly and ſadly how far 
you are guilty with Reſpect to the Souls of your 


1. By giving them lad Examples. Ham's not 
covering his Fathers Nakedneſs was a Sin convey- 
ed down to all his Race. Your Pride, Senſuality, 
Careleſneſs in the Worſhip of Gon, your Paffion 
ads your Wives, and Wives. towards their 
_ Huſbands, your Frowardneſs towards Servants, 

teach your Children fo to carry themſelves towards 
Others. One check'd his Son, and ſaid, never Pa- 
rent had ſo wicked a Child; yes (ſaid the Son) my 


Grandfither had. 


2. By humouring your Children > Teaching them 
early to be proud of their fine Clothes, and to re- 
venge, Come, give me a Blow, faith the Mother 
to the Child. Many, like Apes, kill their Chil- 
dren with hugging Them. Auftin tells a fad Story 
of one Qrillus, who loved an only Son immoder- 
ately, and let him do (without Correction) what he 
would. Aſterwards this Son, in a fit of Drunken- 
nels; offets Violence to his Mother, killed his Fa- 
ther, wounded. mortally two of his Sifters, and 

would have raviſhed another. Through fooliſh 
Pity, Parents, eſpecially Mothers, give che Reins 
02 5 


. 


Correction 


* 
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their Children, when they are young, and thereby 
they grow headſtrong, and are a Shame to the Mo- 
ther that bore them. The ſparing of the Rod is 
the Ruin of the Child. Do not you reprove your 
Children, as old fond Eli did? Thereby he brought 
a Plague upon himſelf and upon his Poſtefity. 
What faith one? „Never ceaſe Convincing or 
« Correcting *till thou haſt ſubdued the Spirit of 
„thy Child, if he contends with Thee.” You 
pretend ſuch Harſhnefs is inconſiſtent with Love; 
but I fay from the Lox b, ſuch Fondneſs is con- 
ſiſtent with Hatred; and I am ſure the Lok is on 
my Side, in this. He that fpareth the Rod. hateth: 
his Son, he that loveth him chaſteneth him betimes. Is. 
it Love to ſuffer a Wound 1a thy Child to feſter, 
rather than to apply a painful Corroſive for the 


Cure? But what faith the fond Mother ? If the 


Child ſhould be the worſe for my Correction, it 
would be a Trouble to me whilſt J live. O that 


| ſuch a doting Mother would hear the Lord him- 


ſelf ! Correct thy Son, and be ſhall give thee Far 
yea he ſhall give Delight to thy Soul. Withbeld no: 
2 the Child : far 55 thou beateſt him 
with the Rod, he fhall not die. Fooliſbneſt is bound. 
in the Heart of a Child, but the Rod Correction 
Hall drive it out. a 
3. By not acquainting them with the Lok p, and 
bis Ways, and that betimes. Hath not God com- 
manded, Thou fhalt teach them diligently unto thy 
Children, and ſhalt talk of them when thou fie in 
thine Houſe, and when thou erg by the Way, and 


a 
_ 


then thou lieft down, and when thou We up. And 


is not Childhood and Youth the Time wherein 
Selomon adviſeth the Children of Men ſhould be 
trained up in the Way wherein they ſhould go ? O Pay 
rents! if Gop be worth your own Acquaintance,. 
is He not worth the Acquaintance of ſuch as ate 

Q.2. ſo. 
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ſo near and dear unto you ? Can you without 
trembling think, that as ſoon as Death breaks up 
your Houſe, you may to Heaven, and your Chil- 
dren muſt to Hell, and thither through your De- 
fault? But if you ſhould die in this Neglect of in- 
ſtructing your Children, you will be miſerable as 
well as they: And O!] what a Greeting will there 
be hereafter between ungodly Parents and Chil- 
dren ? What an Hearing will it be to your tor- 
mented Souls, to hear your Children cry out a- 
gainſt you, All this that we ſuffer was long of 
you, you ſhould have taught us better, and did 
not: What an Addition will ſuch Outcries be to 
your Miſery ? 7 


4. By not redreſſing the diſorderly Carriage of 
your Children towards one another. How few Re- 
becca's are there? She was careful to remove Jars 
| e Miſchiefs that might ariſe between her two 


F. By not praying for your Childrens Sault, and 
againſt thoſe very Particulars which their natural 


— 


Conſtitutions leads them moſt too. | 


2. By not cerrecting them aright : As to Time, 
not early enough; He that loveth him correcteth him 
Setimes ; not, whilſt the Fault is freſh in his 
Thoughts, with all the aggravating Circumſtances 
thereof : Not with Compaſhon enough. Lou 
have Reaſon (faith Mr. Dod) to be angry with 
yourſelves, rather than to be bitter to your Chil- 
dren ; for you correct your own Sin in your Chil- 
dren. If the Child be froward, hath he not ſeen 
his Parents brawling and contentious ?? Not 
uſhering Correction with Prayer, that Gon would 
bleſs the Word and the Rod. Commonly Parents 
A 1 AS JJ 
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correct in a Paſſion, whereby Prayer is hindered, 
and the Medicine becomes invalid. . 


7. By being angry without 4 Caunſe, or above the 
Deſert. Anger muſt be according to the Nature 
of the Offence. If Parents be always chiding or 
correcting, they make their Children reſolute, 
Provoke not your Children to Wrath. Some Parents 
want natural Aﬀections, and are too ſevere :. But 
Correction, like Phyſick, if too frequent, will 
mor no more with Children, than our Meat 
o 404 2s bac 


8. By loving your Children more than Gop, love. 
ing them as they are yours, not as they are God's. 
as they bear your Image, not Gon's, for their 
Beauty and Parts rather than for their Graces; lov- 
ing a beautiful Child, that is vojd of Grace, more 
than a deformed Child, though eminent in Grace; 


* 


75 one exceſſively, as Jacob, Jeſepb; hence 


ofepb is envyed by the reſt : Prodigal Favours 
to ſome, eſpecially. if without Reaſon, are offen- 


five to others, who are leſs reſpected: Loving fo, 


as loth to let them go when Go calls for them. 
You cannot ſay as Eli, it is the LorD, let bim av 


as ſeems Him good., Gon pulls and you pull, and 


you quarrel with Gop about the Gourd, and 
pou thing you do well to be angry. Job bleſſed 
Blow when Gon took. all away at once dy one 


1 226516 Abd Io; eee 
9. By not devoting | them te ſome. boneft Gallings 
but letting them live in Idleneſs, and ſo they grow 
up Monuments of your Neglect. But if you 
do provide a Calling for your Children, is it not 
what is moſt gainful, rather than what will be moſt 
uſeful to the Kaul Had you not rather have them 
rich Factors among Idolaters (where they learn 

5 Q 3. the. 


3 
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the Manners of the Heathens) then to have a mean- 
er Calling at Home, where the Goſpel i is preached 
in Power and Purity? | 


10. By net matching them to godly Perſons, but 
+5 to the Rich: Hereby ye ſhew that the Silver 
Shrines are in higher Repute than Grace and 


Godlineſs. 


11. By giving . to your Children, chou h the 
Church of Gor hath more need of it. Hereby 
you evidence that you prefer not Zion before your 
chief Joy: That you love the outward Gran- 
deur of your Children more than the Proſperity 
of the Church. It is a Wonder (faith Mr. 
Baxter ) how ſo many ſeemingly holy, can qui- 


et their Conſciences in ſuch a Sin as this is? 


If. one of you have two or three hundred Pounds 

Annum, it is a Wonder if you leave an 
hundred Pounds a' Year of it to pious or cha- 
ritable Uſes. © Nay, do not Parents leave all to 


their Children, when they have apparent Proofs 
that they will ſpend it in the Service of Hell? 


O! Let Parents tremble. What, wilt thou in- 
able and ſtrengthen thy Children to rebel a 

Gov? Put Fuel to the Fire? Put Swords in- 
to their Hands to- _ againſt the moſt mien 3 


Pn xs, Ibeſeech' you look" diligend to 
Mey Duties; be humbled for theſe and © ſuch 
ike Miſcarriages. O! look about you, and you 
will ſee a ſad Apoſtaſy in Children; Parents ci- 
vil, the Children — > Bites godly, the 
Children formal or looſe: Parents eminent for 
N Children notorious for Lewdneſs. er 
— 4 turn within you to ſee ſo 
Double your Diligence, that 2 


| may: de ah en ſeed. Knock off the "Chains 
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of Hell from your Children what you may; 


* 


Lay not out UI” Time how they may be 
rich. It is no ime to ſeek great Thing: for 


yourſelves ; ſeek them not. Pity the Souls of 


our Children, that are Slaves to the Devil, 
How can ye mind your Trades, Fields, Bodies 
whilſt the Gols of your Children are periſhing 4 
How can ye ſee the Devil driving your Chil- 
dren to Sin and Hell, and ye ftand ſtill wa 
a Gallio- Spirit? Go to your Cloſets, and a 

your Hearts, whether the Soul be not the prin- 
cipal Fart of the Child? And whether hat 
needs not your Care more than the Body? 
Do not throw away the Blade to preſerve the 
Scabbard. Gop hath ſet you to watch their 
Souls, to train up their Souls, to provide for 
their Souls; If you do not, what is your Love 
more than a Pagar's, a Tur#s, towards your 
Children? You think you ſhould be unnatural 
if you ſhould not lay up for your Children z 
but here is the beſt laying up, to lay up a 
Stock of Prayers for them, and a. Stock of 
Counſel and Inſtruction in them. O Parents! 
Once more I beſeech you, put on Bowels of 
Compaſſion. Pity the periſhing Souls of your 
own Children. Command your Children to 
keep the Way of the Lond: Suffer them not 
to faſhion themſelves according to the Courſe of 
the World. Connive not at them in praQtifing 
what you think is abominable in the Worſhip 
of Gor: Remember they are Gop's Children 
more than your's. A! Souls are mine. Gop 
claims a fpecial right in them; by Sons and 
thy Daughters whom thou haſt born unto me. If 
you negle your Duties, you and your Chil. 
dren are like to have ſad Greetings, when you 
meet before the Loxp another Day. 1150 wa 

will your Children lay their Hells and Tor. 
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ments to your Doors? How will they curſe the 
Day they were born of ſuch fond Women, 
who indulged them in their Neglects of Gop ? 
Curſed be the Day that ever 1 ſaw the Paſ- 
fion, the Pride, the Formality of my Father, 
or of my Mother; for thereby I learned to fin 
againſt the Lox D. O your Examples undid 
me! I had not come to this Place. of Tor- 
ment had it not been for you. 


_ _ "CHILDREN, are not you alſo greatly faulty to- 
wards your Parents? If Children be richer than 
their Parents, how irreverent are they ? How over 
familiar with their Parents? As if they had forgot 
the fir/? Commandment with Promiſe, How diſobe- BU 
dient are they to their lawful] Commands? Tho' 
the Command of Gop be expreſs, Children obey 

your Parents in all Things; and it is added, for. this 
is tuell. pleaſing unto the LoR D. Children obey your 
Parents in the LoRD, for this is right. Honour thy 

| Father and thy Mother (which is the firſt Command: 
+1 ment with Promiſe) that it may be well_with thee, 

14 and thou mayſt live long on the Earth, Was Gori 

} ſubject to his Parents, and ſhould not you be ſub- 

ject to yours? Sure you ſhould, obey them as far 
as could be without Sin, though their Commands 
croſſed your natural Deſires. How ſtout and re- 
bellious are Children when corrected? How few 
can fay, Ve have had Fathers of our Fleſh, which 
eorretted us, and we gave, them Reuerence This 
Sin ſo provoked Gon, that He made it capital in 

{ the Days of old. Va Man have a ſtubborn and re- 

! Bellious Son, which will not obey the Voice of his Fa- 

ther, or the Vaice of his Mother, and that when the) 

= have chaſtened him, will not hearken unto them; thet 
Hall his Father and his Mother Jay Hold of him, and 

| bring him out unto the Elders of his City, and bu 
fay,. this our Son is fubborn and rebellious ; and » 
te. 
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the Men of his City ſhall flone him with Stones, that 


he die: So fhalt thou put Evil away from among you. 
How rebellious are Children in refuſing the Ca 


lings which Parents have appointed for them? If 


the Parent be bound to bring them up to a Calling, 
are not the Children bound to attend that Calling ? 
Brethren, let every Man wherein he is called, therein 
abide with Gon. Chriſt probably was brought up 
in his reputed Father's Calling. Js not this the 
Carpenter? How diſobedient are Children iy their 
Marriages? Children are the Parents Goods ; ſo 
Gop reckoneth them, yea ſo the Devil reckoneth 
them. When the Devil had Commiſfion to meddle 
with Job's Goods, he falls on the Children. Some 
are worſe than [hmael : Nature and Civility made 
him ſubmit to his Mother ſor the Choice of his 
Wife. If Children muſt obey their Parents in little, 
much more in weighty Matters. How little have 
you requited your Pajonta This you are bound 
unto, To ſbetu Piety at Home ; and to: requite Pa. 
rents, is good and acceptable before the Lok D. Your 
Parents took Care of you when you were as Beaſts; 
you had your Life and Education from them, and 
do you ſlight them when old or weak ? How are 
you degenerated from your Parents Commands 
and Examples? There are few true Rechabites, 
who forbere Wine from Generation to Genera- 
tion. It makes my Heart ach when I read, that 
the People ſerved the LORD all the Days of Joſhua, 
and all the Days of the Elders that out-lived Joſhua, 
who had ſeen all the great Works of the Loxp, that 
He did for Iſrael ; but there aroſe another Generation 
after them, which knew not the Lorp. In vain 
will ye truſt in your baptiſmal Relation to Gon, 
that you have Abraham to your Father : God's 
Judgments will be more heavy on you, than on 
others, when the Children of the Kingdom ſhall be 
caſt out, You will be ready to curſe the Day you 

i bo came 
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came of ſuch Parents, that ever you kid ſuch holy 


Inſtructions and Examples, to no e, ſave to 
puns your Condemnation. 
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The Sins of Mefters and Servants. | 
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= bei not your 855 ble David's, haw 
been upon the Faithful of the Land, that they might 
awe! with you Ho curious ſhould you have been 
in this Particular ? Ye would not buy at Horſe, 
an Houſe, à Field, but ye would try them; but 
how careleſs have ye been whether your Servants 
were godly or no? If they were ſtrong to labour, 
was not that all ye looked after? You look'd that 
they ſhould be diligent in your Work; but have 
Fou looked for ſuch as walked in a perfect Way 
to ſerve you? Hence many have been taken into 
Families, who were found wanton and un- 
clean, and thereby Religion hath ſuffered exceed- 

: Yea, hence the Children are corrupted by 
evil Exa le; they being more apt to imitate the 
gervant in his 'Wickedneſs, than the Parent in his 
Holineſs. If you had been wary in this Particular 
and had procured holy Servants, by their Zeal, 
Forwardneſs, and Care of the G, what 
Families might JOUR had t | 
© 
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them? David did ſo. He that worketh Deceit, and 
zelleth Lies, ſhall not tarry in my Sight. You on the 
contrary keep them as you do Horſes, if good for 
Labour. It will never be ſaid to your Glory, the 
Church in your Houſe: But may it not be ſaid, 
there is a Neſt of Snakes, a Cage of Devils in 
your Houſe. - De 


2. ARE not gon too rigoraus tawards your Ser- 
vants? Do not you too much fromm upon them? 
Do not you uſe Words of Reproach to them ? 
IWheſoever fall ſay, thou Fool, fhall be in Dan- 
ger of Hell-fire. Do not you ſtrike them unne- 
ceſſarily or immoderately ? Have you forgotten the 
Commands from Heaven? Theu halt not rule os 


ver him with. Rigour, but fhalt fear. thy Gow: - 


Maſters, give unto your Servants which is jam 
and equal, knowing that ye alis baue a Maſter in 
Heaven. And ye Maſters, forbear thrratning, know- 
ing that your Mafter alſs is in Heaven, neither 
is there Reſpect of Perſons with Him. Do you 
herein as you would be dealt with? Would you 
have Gop deal with you, as you deal with your 
Servants? Remember, you and. your Servants 
have one and the ſame Maſter, to whom you ; 
are both accountable, yau for. your Rule, and 
they for their Subjection. 


3. Have not you neglefted to give that Directi- 
on to your ſeveral Seruants, as is proper for tbem, 
ſo that they intrench upon each others Work, 
and the painful Work lies neglected ? How few | 


Miſtreſſes, yca or Maſters, are like Solomon's vir- \ 
tuous Woman, of whom it is., ſaid, % looketh'? 


well in the Man ef ber Houfhatd © Every one 
ſhould know his Place and Work in the Fa- 


mily, that all Things may be done decentiy, 
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9 AA But in how few Familles is it 
W 2 REA art: 


4. Do yo give your Servants examples of Di. 
ligence ? So did that virtuous Miſtreſs: She ri- 
ſeth alſo whil/t it is Night : She girdeth her Loin, 
with Strength, and ftrengtheneth her Arms: She 
layeth her Hands ta the Spindle, and ber Hands 
| hold the Dita: She maketh fine Limen: She 
eateth nat the Bread of Idleneſs. © 


F. WHAT Love do ye ſhew to your Servants that 
are godly? Do you receive them as beloved Bre- 
thren? As Paul would have Philemon receive his 
Servant, after his Converſion: Recerve him not now 
as a Servant, but above a Servant, a Brother le- 
loved. A Chriſtian Servant ſhould be in the Place 
of a beloved Brother, and ſhould be preferred before 
a lewd Son. A wiſe Servant ſhall have Rule over a 
Son that cauſeth Shame: And ſhall have Part of the 
Inheritance among the Brethren. How ' ſeldom do 
you ſhew them Good, as well as receive Good 
from them? When they are fick, how little Atten- 
dance and Neceſſaries have they, as to Diet, Fire, 
and Phyſick ? How are many poor Servants caſt off 
by them, when ſick, as unprofitable Burdens ?. 
6. Do you pay your Servants their Wages? Do 
you pay them fully? Haſt thou not forgot that the 
Lraalites were required, when they ſet any Servant 
free, not to let him go away empty, but thou bat 
Furniſh him liberally out of that wherewith the LoRD 


thy Cop bath bleſſed thee. Haſt not thou abated 


them of their Dues, for the Time of their Sickneſs, 
or the Time they have ſpent in the Service of Gov? 


e Doi e you deny; Liberry de peur Sertwnts f. 
ſpeak. unto you? Gop hath ſet-Maſters over Set- 


vants; 
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vants; but He hath not given them Liberty to 
trample them under their Feet. Servants are under 
their Maſters Power, but not their Luſts. You 
ſhew yourſelves Nabals by this Churliſhneſs and 
Ac He is ſuch a Son. of Belial, that a Man 


peak to him. ' 


8. Do not you ſuffer one Servant to tyrannize over 
another? "gr 


Szcondly, You Servants that profeſs Religion; 
I have ſomewhat in Charge againſt many of you. 


1. Your Pride, Saucineſs, Familiarities with 
your Governors, make me think you would cafily 
fwallow the Error of old, that we are to be ſubject᷑ 
to none but Chriſt, as jf your Freedom by Chri/t had 
exempted you from all Subjection to Men. By 
your refuſing the Yoke of your Maſter's Commands, 
you refle more upon your Maſter in the Heavens, 
than upon your earthly Governor : What faith the 
Apoſtle? Let as many Servants as are under the Yoke, 
count their tn Maſters worthy of all Honour; that 
the Name of Gop, and his Doctrine, be not blaſ- 


phemed. Servants, be obedient to them that are your 


Maſters according to the Fleſh, with Fear and Trem- 
bling, in Singleneſs of Heart, as unto Chriſt. Ser- 
vants, be ſubject to Maſters with all Fear, not 
only to the Good and 2 entle, but alſo to the Froward. 


Bor alas! how ſaucy are Servants? May not 
your Maſter ſay, FI be a Maſter, where 1s my 
Fear? How fearleſs are you of your Maſter, eſpe- 
cially if your Maſters be not rich and. honourable 
in the Who reſpets God's Ordinance? 
Hence many Servants ſtand covered in their Maſters 
Preſence, fit before them, bow not to them, nor 
riſe up before them. | = 
: Vor, XXXIII. | 5 R 2. Do 
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2. Do not you when you meet together blazon the 
Thfirmities of your Mafters? Do not you carry your- 
ſelves as Spies, rather than as Servants? You do 
notherein as you would be dealt with. 


3. ARE not you diſobedient to your Majlers Com- 
mands, unleſt in what pleaſeth you? You are the 
Servants of your Luſts, rather than your Maſters 
Servants: You do not obey in Singleneſs of Heart; 
yea, you are not obedient at all. The Centurion 
could ſay to his Servant, Go, and he went. The 
Heathen Servants excell ſome that pretend to great 
Religion. He is the Maſter, that muſt have his 
own Way: Judge then, whether you abide in the 
Place wherein Gop hath ſet you! | 


4. As ſome by Silence, fo others diſhoneur their 
Mafters by anſtuering again. They ſhould not an- 
ſwer by Way of Contradiction, or Reluctance, as 
Servants are apt to do. Some will even brag, how 
they gave Word for Word; perhaps two Words 
for one. Hereby their Governors, if ungodly, 
fall foul upon Religion. Is this the Fruit ot your 
Prayers; running after Miniſters? 


5. How lazy are ſome Servants ? Diligent only 


when under their Maſters Eye. Few ſerve their 
Maſters, as Jacob, Laban, with all their Might. 
The Command is, that you ſhould obey in Single- 
neſs of Heart, not with Eye Service, as Men Pleaſers. 
ark, Eye Service ſtands not with Uprightneſs of 
Heart. As you would not be branded for Hypo- 
crites, - work behind your Maſters Backs, as if 
their Eyes were upon you. Conſider how ſhort 


you fall of this, and mourn before the Lob in 


ſeeret for your Eye Service. wad 3: 
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6. How imprudent are ſome Servants, as to the 
timing their Duties? Some, when never ſo urgent 
Buſineſs is to be diſpatched, will'then go in ſecret 
to call upon GoD; whereas going to Bed later, 
and riſing earlier, would prevent much Straitneſs 
as to Time and Spirit in that great Duty: Some 
will fall a talking of the Things of God to their 
Fellow-Servants very unſeaſonably, not when they 
are at Leiſure, but when they are moſt buſily em- 
pores for their Maſters, to the hindring their 

or 7 IE OPT? OO 


| 3 
7. How many cheat and defraud their Maſters ? 
Some cheat them of their Time, by idling it away, 
being T atlers, and Buſy-bodies, or goſhping it a- 
way: Others cheat them of their Money or Goods, 
hiring others ſecretly to do their Work, and paying 
them with their Maſters Money or G ss. 


8. How many are improvident for their Maſters 
Code? They will ſee Things ſpoil before their 
Eyes: They will give what is not their on to 
give: They make no Conſcience to eat and drink 
what their Maſters do not allow them: They will 
ſteal ſmall Matters, and yet whatever they take, 
though but little, is the Breach. of the Eighth 
Commandment; and the leſs the Temptation, the 
5 the Sin, that they will break Gon's Law 
or Trifles. What faith Mr. Dod? If ever the 
look for ſound Peace of Conſcience, they mu 
© make Reſtitution of all ſuch Things: How much 
« ſoever they ſteal, ſo much they muſt reſtore, and the 
« fifth Part thereto, If they keep it, they keep 
« GopD's Curſe with it, and a Woe unto their 
« Confciences.” . | 5 


* 


+ 9 flow do many murmur under Reproofs and Cor- 
reflions? What faith the Apoſtle? Servants be 
WES 8 R 2 ſubject᷑ 
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_Jubjeet to your Maſters, not only to the Gentle, bat to 
The Froward; for this is thank-worthy, if a Man fer 

onfſcience towards Gop, endure Grief, ſuffer corong- 
Fully : Fer what Glory is it, if when ye be buffeted 
for your Faults yt take it patiently ? But if when ye 
«0 well, and ſuffer for it, ye take it patiently; this is 
acceptable with Gop. 


10. How unfaithful are many to their Mafters 
Children ? Not heeding them, and providing Meat, 
and other Neceſſaries for them, in their Maſters 
Abſence. | * 


CY 


11. How _ Ways do you fail towards your 
Fellew-Servants? Do not you feek' to undermine 
them in the Reſpect their Maſters bear them? Do 
not you labour to ſupplant them? Do not you envy 
them? Are not you unfaithful to one another 
Souls? Do not you waſte Time in idle and imper- 
tinent Diſcourfes ? Are not you evil Examples to 
each other? Do not you ſuffer Sin to reſt upon 
each other? Are not you guilty of not eaſing and 
relieving them, when they are over-charged with 
Buſineſs? Do not you carry yourſelves proudly 
and magiſterially towards Apprentices ? D 
you join in a Confederacy to tell Tales againſt your 
Governors? And do not you charge your Fellow- 
Servants with Secreſy therein, whereby the Name 
and Authority of the Maſter is loſt? 


CHAP. 
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PPP o den ede 
CHAP, XXII. 


Their Miſearriages with Reference to the 
3 n of Chriſt. 


they were the Embaſſadors of the Logp of 
aven, and ſhould have had Reſpect, according 


Ha little have you eflemed them ? Though | 
e 


to the Rank of their Maſter that ſent them; yet 


how little did you honour them in your Hearts ? 
Did you #now them, and e/teem them highly, for their 
Warks Sate? Have you not very much lighted 
both their Perſons and Meſlage ? How many have 
thought they knew as much as their Miniſters ? 
How many Miniſters have been lighted for their 
mean Parts ? As if the Efficacy of the Ordinance 


depended on the Rhetorick of the Preacher; as if 


no Dainties could be brought them in a homely 
Diſh, no Treaſure in an earthen Veſſel; as if 
Gop could not ſpeak out of the Mouths of Babes; 

if the uſing order were too contemptible a 


eans ? Ty eared the Unſoundneſs of many 


Hearts, from the Itching. of their Ears.. Paul was 
careful to-preach net with enticing Words, with the 
Hiſdom of Words Though he could ſpeak with 
Tongues more than all; yet he deſired to, ſpeak rather 
to Edification. A Re 9x full of plain naked 
Scriptures, would net down in our laſt Times. 
It is obſerved by an Biftorian, that before the great 

Maſſacre in . 00 the Proteſtants were for a 
luſcious K ind of Preaching. How unworthily have 


the Miniſters of Chris been lighted by even ſuch 
de, A WP before, pretended to have bad their 
R 3 Liſe 
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Life and Growth from them, and that they were 


the Seals of their Miniſtry? Have not many been 


ready to entertain Reports againſt their Miniſters? 
And have they not loſt their Eſteem of them for 
one real or ſappoſed Weakneſs of theirs? Though 


you have been under ſo many Engagements to 


hem, for your ſpiritual Life; yet if you have ſeen 
a little Failing or Miſcarriage in them, have not 
ou forgot all their Worth, and all their many 
Year Labours and Cares for your eternal Wel- 
fare? Have not you been ſo far from eſteeming 
the Meſſenger for the Meſſage, that you have 
flighted the Meſlage for the Mefſenget? Hath not 
this been the Language of your Hearts, if not of 
our Mouths, What nothing but this Preaching ? 
E thoſe who at firſt admired, aſterwards 
made nothing of this heavenly Manna, becauſe of 
the Commonneſs thereof? Have not you conſider- 
ed only the Matter, and not the Stamp of the 
Coin? Have not your Miniſters oft complained 
to GopD, of the Contempt you have put upon 
them, and how much their Embaſſy hath been 
undervalued by you? It may be, you have thought 
it was no great Matter to flight them, and their 
Counſels : But know, therein you have lighted 
| Chrift Himſelf, He that de 7 you; deſdiſech 
Me. May you not fear it will be more tolerable for 
Sodom and Gomorrah in the Day of Judgment, 
than for you. W 


2, How full of Prejudices have your Hearts been 
again/t your Miniſsert? And you have not had the 
Honeſty to examine the Grounds? When they 
have delivered Truths of a ſublimer Nature than 
ordinary, or delivered any Thing more obſcurely 
than at other Times, how rarely have you con- 
ferred with them about it ? Have you not gone 
among your Companions, and filled your own 


and 
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a Call to Repentance. 199 
and their Hearts with Prejudices againſt them? 
Let nie publiſh that to thine Eye, which was once 
whiſpered in the Ear; Take Heed what thou de; 
this Man is a Roman: Should not you much more 
have taken Heed of filling your own and others 
Hearts with Prejudice againſt your Miniſters, ſee - 
ing they were the Prophets of the Moſt High: 
Theſe Men were Men of Gop: They were the 
ſpecial Ambaſſadors of Heaven? I think he ſaid 
well, that Prejudice againſt the Preacher is great 
Prejudice to the Hearers. This Fever of Prejudice 
hath made many, like the full Stomact, to loath 
the Honey- Comb. Hath not Gop met with Re- 


pulſes, whilſt your Miniſters have been entertained' 


with Prejudice ? So long as you have been preju- 
diced, though you have been convinced of many 
Duties, * you have not been perſuaded to obey 
the Truth. 5 (ey 


11 How little haue you bleſſed Gor for the Goſpel 

112 which you have enjoyed? This diſtinguiſh- 
ing Mercy did not affect your Hearts as it ought. 
Some there were (but very few). would ſay, 
Brown Bread, and the Geſpel, is a Feaſt. Few, 
like the Chriſtians at Conffantinople, cried out, 
Better the Sun not ſhine, than Chryſoſtom be filenced.' 
You could bleſs Gop for Health, Eſtate; but not 
for theſe Luminaries of Glory, who were appoint-' 


ed to guide you to the heavenly Jeruſalem. 


4. How little did you 72 for them ? How little 
have you prayed for Gifts and Abilities to 
through their whole Work, for Prefervation for 
them, and for a ſanctified Uſe of all Gop's Diſ- 
penſations toward them? How Tittle did you ſup- 
plicate, that their Mouths might be kept open, and 
that Utterance might be given unto them, that they 
might open their Mouths boldly, to make known the 
of Myftery 


i 
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Myſtery of the Geſpel? Have not they oft begged 
pr H. ng in 15 Words of Paul, I beſeech y 2 


rethren, for the Loxp Jeſus Chriſt's Sate, and 
for the . + Sie the Spirit, that ye ſirive together .with 
me, in your Prayers to Gop for me, that I may be 
delivered from them that do 45 believe ? And yet 
have not you n to call upon "np for che 
Deliverance ? 


"i Have not you made n Era Ir not beur- 
ing them? How little have you believed that Word, 
He that heareth you, beareth Me? And by Conſe- 


quence, that not hearin of them, was wy hear- 
ing of Chri/t Himſelf. hat flight Excuſes have 
been deemed ſufficient to keep — u from the Shep- 
herds Tents? The Apoſtle would have us ſwift 


to hear - Swiftneſs notes Diligence in taking the 


firſt Occaſion ; but how have you, to compliment 
with a Friend, to indulge the Fleſh, for Fear of 
a little Rain, for Fear of wetting your Feet, for 
Fear of loſing a Cuſtomer, decli ined Opportunities 
of attending the Ambaſſadors Gop ſent you?” 


6. How did you miſe arry, bath * * i in, 
and after hearing, How flender was your Prepara- 


tion is attend upon theſe Deputies of Chriſt How 


Little did you 3 on the Word you were to receive 


at their Lips ? Did you thus conſider ? The Goſ- 
pel that I am about to hear, will be the Savour of 


Life unto Life, or the Savour of Death unto Death : 


I wall be nearer Heaven or Hell by this Sermon 
I] am going to: If the Goſpel be always bid, I am 


a loſt Soul, and ſhall periſh: Is my Soul hungry ? 
This is the Bread of Heaven: Is my Soul thirſty? 


This .is the Water of Life: This is the Milk 


whereby I muſt grow up unto eternal Life : This 
2 r of Heaven will be for the Fall, as well 


diſing of many in Ifrael: If he be not in- 


ſtrumental 
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4 Call to Repentance. 201 


ſtrumental for my Salvation, he will be for my 
Damnation. How little did you conſider the Ex- 
cellency and Neceflity of the Word that you were 


to partake of? That the Truths your Miniſters 


taught you, were of as much Worth as your Souls, 
as Heaven, as Salvation ? | 


How little did you pour out your Souls in Prayer 
unto Gon before you went to hear your Miniſter ? 
Either for your Miniſters, that Gop would open 
their Mouths, to ſpeak the Word truly, ſincerely, 


powerfully, ſeaſonably, and ſuitably to your Con- . 


dition; or for your own Souls, that Go would 
open Hearts, to entertain the Word, ſo as to 
profit by it ; that you might not have open Ears, 


and ſhut Hearts; that you might not have Ears, 


and yet hear not, as knowing that the hearing Ear, 
_— Eye, the Loxp hath mad? even both of 


Re end wide ou to purge your Souls be- 
N rd? ah before 


fore you came to hear the W 

he was to hear Gop ſpeaking, put off his Shoes, 
to intimate that you ſhould put off your earthly 
Affections before you come to hear Gop's Word: 
But have not you ruſhed out of your worldly Em- 
ployments to many a 1 mw ee s were 

ou to a all Filthineſs, and Super fluity 

erin, * you N . Aal 
the engrafted Word, which is able to fave your Souls? 
If you have not come without habitual, have you 
not neglected actual Preparation? 


Wren you have been actually under the Mint- 
ſtry, have not you heard irreverently, without 


awful Apprehenſions of Gop's Majeſty and Pre- 
ſence? Have you ſaid of the Place where any Mi- 
niſter of C520 hath preached, as Jacob of Berbel, 
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Het dreadſul is this Place? Have you in your 
hearing Sermons ſet yourſelves in the Preſence of 
Gop, as Cornelius did, when Peter was preaching 

_ unto him? | | | 


Hav not you evidenced your Irreverence in 


hearing careleſly, dully, drowſily, ſleepily? Have 
not you lent a more attentive Ear to a Tale, to a 
Fable, to a Romance, to a Ballad, to a Stage- 
Play, than to a Sermon? Have not you come to 
Church, as to an Apothecary's Shop, for a Recipe 
to ſleep? Hath not the Goſpel come unto you in 
Mord only, and not in Power ? When the Miniſter 
threatned you from the Logp, could you ſay, A 
Fleſh trembleth for Fear of T hee, and I am afraid of 
thy Tudgments * When your Miniſters came with 
Tidings of Peace, were their Feet beautiful? 
When they declaimed againſt your Sins, did you 
ſo mind what they delivered, as to be any whit 
troubled ? Did not you harden your Hearts as an 
Adamant ?. Were you not ſo far from being trou- 
| bled for your Sins, that it was your only Trouble 
pag could not commit them without Controul ? 
Were not you even troubled with Admonitions 
and Coun Commands and Threatnings, that 
croſſed you in your Sins? Can you ſay, that you 
received the Ward with all Readineſs of Mind? 


Have not you heard heartleſly ? Without a real 
Senſe of your Want of the Word, and without 
ja Appetite to it? Had you ſuch. vehement De- 
res after the Treaſure your Miniſters were bring- 
ing you, as covetous Men have after the Trea- 
ſures of the Earth? Could you, ever, with Da- 
ud ſay, My Soul bregketh: for the Longing that 
it bath unte thy Judgments at all Tims? 


Her 
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4 Call to Repentance. 203 
Have not you heard unbelievingly? Not cre- 
diting your Miniſter's Doctrine, and not apply- 
ing it to, but ſhifting it off from yourſelves ? 
Have not their Sermons been unprofitable to 
your Souls, becauſe not mix d with Faith? Can 
you ſay, that you received their Word as the 
Herd of Gor ? That you applied it to your 
Souls? May not we ſay, with Grief of Soul, 
as our Lorp hath faid already, You have not 
heard his Voice at any Time? When you heard 
the Word, which is Gop's Word, did you 
hear Gop Himſelf ſpeaking his own Word un- 

to your Hearts? | „ 


Have not you been cautioned by the Loxp 
40 Cbriſt, and by his Miniſters, Tate Heed 
by you hear? And yet how oft have you heard 
the Miniſters of Chri/t carpingly ? Not with a 
Willingneſs to be judged by the Word, but 
to judge it, and the Preacher for it? Have not 
you let flip the moſt material Paſſages of the 
Sermon, and pitch'd upon the Weakneſſes or 
Impertinences of the Miniſter? How oft have 
you, when you could not blame the Subject- 
matter, found Fault with the Merhod, and the 
Manner of Delivery; and over-look'd that, where- 
in your Souls were eſpecially concerned. | 


RY 


Have not you heard diſobediently ? Have not 


you been untraRtable and unteachable ? Have not 


you heard proudly, not humbly ? With hard Hearts, 
and not with Hearts of Fleſh, ready to receive the 
Impreſſion of the Word, and willing to be mould- 
ed and faſhioned according to it ? en could you 
ſay to any of Gop's Miniſters, as Cornelius to Pe- 
ter, Mie are all here — 4 to hear all that is com- 
manded of Gop? His Ear and Heart was open to 


every Command: So was Job's, that which I fee 
Sf LD 'T not 
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not, teach Thou me. Have not you had your Ex- 
ceptions? If Miniſters have enjoin'd you to pray 
in your Families, perhaps you heard them therein; 
but if they enjoyn'd from the Loxp that you pray 
in your Cloſets, and that you examine yourſelves, 
that you fill your Hands with both the Tables, they 
could not be heard; one Reſerve at leaſt : Where- 
as the right Hearer cries out, Lox p, what wilt 
Thou have me to de ? I will do any Thing, Lozo, 
actively or paſſively, to get Hell out of my Soul 
now, and to keep my Soul out of Hell hereafter. 


AFTER hearing the Ambaſſadors of Heaven, 
how faulty have you been? In not examining what 
you have heard by the written Word? The Berean: 
conſulted with the Oracles of Gov, brought the 
meaſuring Line of the Sanctuary; but fo have not 
you: How many were there, to whom the Repu- 
tation of the Teacher, was ſufficient . Proof of his 
Doctrine, receiving all that was ſtamp'd with his 
Tongue? Have not you called ſuch and ſuch a Mi- 
niſter, N Father on Earth, in the ſame Senſe in 
which Chri/t forbids it? Have not you had the Per- 
ſons of Men in Admiration? No Wonder that 
Errors have abounded. Men, that through an O- 
ver · eſteem of the Miniſter, take all upon Truſt, or 
through Sloth will not examine Doctrines, are like 
to be deceived. 


Mx not Grit check you rather then the Diſ- 

ciples, with, do you not Remember ? Have not 
you heard the Word, and inſtantly forgot it? Hath 
not the Word gone in at one Ear, and out at ano- 
ther? Have not you Jet flip the Word ? The Word 
* is metaphorical, taken from a Sieve, or 
eng eſſel, when the Liquor runs out as faſt as 
it is put in. Have not you hereby been ever laarn- 
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catched atuay 


Word you — heard ? It was one ſpecial — 


and owed? They do not, with 


it: And if when neglected Duty was 


it not have been better wit 
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ing, but not come to the Knowledge of the Truth? 
Your Memories ſhauld be like he Ark, wherein 
the Pot of Manna was kept; but alas! when mw 
heard the Word, then came the wicked One, and 


that which was in your Hearts: 
And was not the Word, and the Labours of Chrift's 


Miniſters fallen ſo low, that you: were contented, 


at leaſt little troubled, thus to be pillaged of this 


HE Treaſure. 


Have you-not lected Meditation upon the 


— 1". in Time of — Law, the clean Bea 

were known from the unclean, chewing the Cud. 
But how few ruminate upon what they have heard 
ary, keep the 
Sayings, " — in their — 4 Bleſſed 
aret 95 — ar the Word, aud keep How few 
retire into their "Cloſets, and te — the Word, 


for the Nouriſhment of their Graces, for the De- 


ſtruction of their Sin? How few conſider whether 
they have met with Gop in a Sermon or na? You 
ſhould gathered up the Words of Ghri/f's Miniſter, 
as Chriſt ſaid of the Fragments, ſo as none ſhould 
be loſt; or as the Gold-ſmith. looks after the very 
Duſt of Gold: But as ſoon as Conſcience was 
omar, id you ever think more of it? e 


5 n le ne e 4 Ohrarch 1 0 
Cloſet, there to pour out their Souls for a Bleſſing 
upon what they have heard? If when your Sin 
was diſcovered, you had gone into your Chambers, 
and begged Humiliation for it, and Victo m_ 
in 
publick, you had retired, and prayed to Gon to 
incline your Hearts to e Gop's Statutes, would 

| any than it now is? 
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© Have not you neglected to talk of what you 
have heard ? — not ſome, as ſoon as diſmiſſed 
from the Sermon, fallen into impertinent Dif- 
.courſes, about News and Trifles; or into worldly 
Buſineſs; and ſo the Thorns chaaked all the Con- 
victions which they received ? They conſider not, 
that the Word they heard hath been the Savour of 
Life or of Death; and that every one that goes 
from a Sermon, goes off cither with Gop, or the 
Devil, in his Company. * 


. Have not you been Hearers of the Word only, and 
not Doers of it? Have not you ſo deceived your 
own ſelves? Your Miniſters have preſſed you to 
ſecret Prayer, and to Conſtancy in it; but have 
not you gone away, and continued in the Neglect 
of that, wherein the Power of Godlineſs mainly 
conſiſts ? Blzfſed are they that hear the Nord of Gon, 
and Rep it; i. e. that are good Practitioners, that 
have a Care to regulate Heart and Life, according 
to what they hear and know: They are rather 
bleſſed, than the Mother of Ci was, for bring- 
ing Him into the World. But alas! let it be for 
a Lamentation, that ſo many Profeſſors have been 
for hearing, but for doing only what they Jiſted. 
Have you aft into the Form of the Doctrine 
which ye have received? Have you obeyed from 

the Heart, the Form of Doctrine delivered to you ? 
- Hath' — profiting appeared anſwerable to the 
many Months and Vears you have ſat under the 
Dews of Heaven ? What do'you-believe, love and 
hope for, more than you did? Have your Hearts 
ſtooped more and more to this Scepter of Chris? 


Believe it, if Sin be not more odious, and Chrift 


more precious, after you have heard; you have 

loſt your hearing Hours, yea contradied more 
Guilt to your Souls. That you have not been 
banged from Glory to Glory, is a great Ground of 
23531 | 7 R 


„ „ So. IS tr... 
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lading them, that there needs, not re ade, 
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4 Call to Repentance. 207: 
Sadneſs to the poor Miniſters, who fear they have, 


laboured in vain. If you had come down from 


theſe Mounts with our Faces ſhining, if you had 
received more of G OD upon your Hearts and 
Lives, 8 u had more credited the nen we 
10 to W fooliſh hath: = £5, 1 


7. Ha VE not you greatly n as to RENE 
ing with them? Though one great Work of your 
Miniſters was, to deal perſonally with your Souls; 5 
yet how little Weight have Jeu laid, upon ow 
Judgmong x a nie rb d Hot u 


1. 4%. 


Hays not you, n more 1 * M. ſi ician's 
Opinion of your Bodies, and the b $ about. 
your wp than you, have PE MnAper s con- 
cerning your So 2 * "packs i TI 5 . 
r N. 523 94 
Ir Iu. have ore — « Miniters. have” 
not you delayed going to theſe ele ? When. 
the, Wound! was newly given, and bleeding, vou 
ſhould have.repaired. to them; but like Feli Ws vou 
have diſmiſſed your Convictions to ſome « p- 
portunity. How hath Satan befooP'd many; 7 2 


that the Mie) ter is too legal, that he will drive to. 

Deſpair, that (as - 4; Abad. thou $ 
wall not. 8 Ge bo 2 

will blazon the 8 


2 25 2 


8. KH * WY — 41 med of Tug 7 „ Faye, 
enly. 29 2 tlem, qu to ſprwn\utzuardly. your, ReſpeR , 
upto them? But have not put the Opportunity to. 
ſuch... Uſes as; Mary, did Chrift's, Coming to oh. 


Houſe ? How. light vain, unſerious have you been 
in their Span It had been more your W WI 


dem, as well as * to cg propoſed 1 ; 
> 0 


20F A Cope: Cleft © Or, 


ceſſary Queries to them, with refpe& to Eternity: 
You ſhould have drawn out their Gifts and rh 
by'p propoſing ben Queſtions as theſe : 


How, Sir, hall Fknow the Difference 8 
the aſſiſting and the inhabiting Preſence of the 
Spirit? How ſhall I know whether the Goſpel 
hath had a faving Efficacy on mine Heart? How 
mall I know Satans "Temptations, from the Sug- 
geftions of mine own Heart? How ſhall I know 
when Satan, and when the Spirit applies Promiſes? 
How ſhall I diſcern the Motions of the Holy Ghoſt, 
from the Impulfes of Satan, transforming himſelf 
into an Angel of t? How ſhall I know the 
'Feachings of the Spirit from the Teachings of 
Men? How ſhall I get Aﬀurance that my Sins are 
pardoned? How — I obtain! Victory over the 
World? How may 1 be delivered from Spiritual 
Soth? What Mall T'do; that I may retaln the In- 
nuences of Ordinances upon my Spirit? How may 
Ide more uſeful to all my Relations? How may F 
bridle my Tongue, ſo as to ſpeak Evil of no Man? 
How ſhall I do to work the Works of Gop? 
What ſhall I do to get a trembling Heart under 
the Word and Works of Gov ?-How fhall I get 
a' foft Heart; td mourn for my own and others 
Sins! How ihalt F know whac is my Conſtitution 
Sin? How ſhall I know whether iy Courage be” 
from natura rr. of the Grace” f nr 8 


$ucr Queſtions as theſe ſhould have bow * 


riouſly debated with your Miniſters; but alas“ 


when you and your Miniſters have fpent Hours 
together, have not you contrated Guilt, and 
made yourſelves unfit for ſecret Duties, nay der 
83 have * een | 
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a Call tn Repenbance. 


9. H AVE not you been a Trouble to their Souls © 
Your Miniſters were ſo affectionately deſirous of 


you, that they were willing to have imparted to 


you, not the Goſpel only, but their own Souls, 
becauſe ye were dear unto them: And is this your 
Kindneſs to ow Friends ;. to break: their Hearts, 
who were glad to ſpend and be ſpent for you? 
How proudly have you carried it towards, them? 
Gon threatned the 1/-aelites, that the Canaanites 
ſhould be Pricks in their Eyes, and Thorns in their 
Sides: Surely it better became Canaanites to be 


Thorns to the {frazlites, than for you to be Thorns © 
to your Miniſters. How oft have you grieved 


them, to ſee your Stoutneſs and Rebellion againſt 

all their Counſels? May not your Miniſters {a 

as David, I beheld e and yas — —— 

becauſe they kept not thy Mo 

We have ſeen your Lukewarmneſs, your Sloth, | 

your Han Wine, and our Souls were troubled ?. 
ou ſhould have been, like the Theſſalonians, the 

Crown of our Rejoicing; but you have been Crowns 


of Thorns, which have pierced not our Heads, but 


Hearts: Vou ſhould have refreſhed our. Bowels, - 
been as Cordials: after all ourweariſeme Labours ; - 
but have not you dealt unkindly with us? And 
the more we have loved you, have got we had the 
leſs Love from you? I cannot but think of a Paſ- 
fage of holy 


- 


„ he) did long for Cbriſt, and when He came, 


they crucified Him: And you would have Mi- 
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3 
rd? May not lay,-. - 


r. Shepherd. The Jeus (faith: 


en e ee had hems, eee 
| | * 


« not immediately caſt them out of their ; 
yet you- ſo wearied their Spirits, and grieved 
he Spirit in them, that you made them glad to 
« burythemſelves, and leave; their Places. How: 
little did you obey them that ruled over. you, and ſub- 
22:9 your ſelves, 1 * give their Account 
—_ * 83 1 CHAP. 
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not I ſay to you, A. reuching 


Þ 1 
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CHAP. XXXIII. 


Wan fl Lov ve anong the Pro * | 


Religion,” 


Pail to ** Theſſalonians ) yt need not that I 


write unt# you ; for ye yourſelves are taught of Gor 


te love one another, and indeed n But may 


need that 1 torite to you ; for you are not taught of 


GD? * The Fire of of Brotherly Love 1 A 
rce any ö 


is almoſt ready to ge cut, 
4e jt yet remaining among us; but inſlead of the 
ho Fie of Love, the Wild-fire of Paſſion 


and is predominant; ' Many live as if they bad 
< been born on the Mountains of Beiber, the 


4 Mountains of Diviſion; and as if they had been 


4 baptized | in the Waters of Meribab, the Wa- 
« ters of Strife“ O5 that "my Head were Ma- 


tert, and my Eyes Fointnins of Tears,” 


aud Night for the l ant of Love in the * 


this Generation totuarai one another. How common 
hath it been, to confine our Love to our own Par- 
ty? We have not loved all the Saints, How few 
Bucers are there? How few love all, in quibus'a- 
liquid Chriſti vident, in whom ſee an Thing 
C? Many even hate thoſe that differ from 
them, though but in Circuniſtantials : Or they 
leve in . and in Tongue inly, bur nf in Deed 
and in Truth. In order to the convincing us of 


our Guiltineſs herein, O' thr cur e 


3 A 2 may 
? „ 


Weh TIT. ente 


Es abel Fe BR Lows (0 the 3 


Byotherly Love, you 
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4 Call to Repe 


may be fuffered to give in full Anſwers to the fol- 
lowing Queries! e en - 1, wore hen 


1. How have we called, for Fire from Heaven, ' 
when toe have thought 3 diſhonoured, in that 
others have not giuen ſuch a*Reception to dur Ways 
and Practices in Religion, as tue expttied* Have 
not we wiſhed thoſe that divided from us in ſome 
Circumſtances of Worſhip, 'even baniſhed? Have 
not we been glad, when fuch were put out of all 
Offices and Places of Profit? Even at this Day, 
if Men fetuplethe Lawfulnefs of ſome Ceremonies 
and Geſtures in the Service of Gov, they are 
thought worthy to be caft out of the Church. 


1 2. To facilitate, 2 * not tor blatted out the” 
utation of their Holineſs, and repreſented 
Sahne 'as us © "If utterly has 4 
% among you, (ſaid one of our Engliſh Wor- 
« thies ly} that the Difference in Judg- 
N « ment and Practice about Ceremonies, hath 
" WH © cauſed ſuch Strangeneſs, and Alienation of 
«Mind and Affection, between ſuch as truly 


x «fear Gop, both Miniſters and People: We 
, « are ſo far from receiving, eſteeming, loving 


| «and maintaining Society one with another, 
| © notwithſtanding* this Difference of Judgment 
chat we are apt to deſpiſe” and judge one ano- 
ö « ther for it, and doubt whether there be any ; 
| «Truth of Grace in them, that differ from us 
. « im theſe Things. Thus do both Sides groſsly 
| and dangerouſly err, and fig againſt” their 
«Brethrefiz Aud when ye in "ſo againſt the Bre- 
« thren, ye fin agamſ/t Chriſt. For the Experi- 
/ «ence of all Fimes, proveth evidently, that 
, «there be of both Sides, that fear Gov un- 
* 


« feignedly, and in the whole Tenour and 
«Courſe* of whoſe Converfation, the Life and 
Pe « Power 
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Power of true Godlineſs doth. appear: And 


« if thou doſt not ſee this (whoever. thou art, 


* that art violent on either Side) then art thou 
e e blind... And. U 


«: do aſſure — (in the Name of the Lok p, 


Warrant out of his Word) 


cc and by $999 

<« that if thou canſt not unfeignedly love every 
« one that truly feareth the Lonp: If thou 
4 canſt not bewail and ſtrive againſt theſe hard 
«--Conceits thou haſt been wont to entertain 
inſt ſuch, thou canſt have no Comfort at 


4 in thine own. Eſtate before Gop.” 


| Jes far he that. was: in bis Time Eng land's N 
beft Preacher. And is the Matter — 4 whit 


amended now? O!] how have many ſpoken all 


Manner of Evil againſt thoſe that have differ'd- 
from them in Circumſtances? Have not they 
publickly railed one at another? What Names 
have they given one another? Have not we 


been cooled ng blunted, and loſt our Zeal in 
Matters of greateſt Moment, by letting out our 
Zeal again ; the ones Errors of. our Bre- 5 


= £ 4 
AB.” 


= How ab eb. we trade be ER 
of Gon againſt. Back-biting ?, Thou ek: not. go 
and dum, as. a Tale-bearer among the People. 


When the would ſet forth tbe great. 
Abominations 5 the Gentiles, he ſaith, they, 
were Whiſperers, and Back-biters, _ Were there 
Love, it. would. cover all Sint. Whom we. love,, 
we are. wont to commend ; but inſtead of this, 
how do we ſpeak 

us, behind their Backs? Whom we love we, 
. have others to love; but by Backs bicing 
we kack to. draw, off others all rows ON 


FE) ty. 


teth. his Neightour ſecretly. a 


againſt thoſe that differ from 
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ty. Herein, how do we ſerve the Devil, who 
is the great Mediator of Differences? I have oft/ 
thought upon the artificial Kind of Back-biting 
in Bernard's Time: „When they flander, they 
« will fetch deep Sighs as if they were mu 

« prieved, that others ſhould be ſo and ſo guil- 

« ty; yea they will ſay, I am exceedingly ſor- 
« ry for ſuch an one, that he ſhould commit 

« ſo heinous a Crime: When perhaps it was all 
« the while but à baſe lying Report. Beſides 
« they will charge the TFale-bearer with the 
« Jon = 52 when they 333 Liberty 
“ to a as far as have rtunity : 
« they tell the Fauke-ont, to 2 Friend; that » 
« will tell no Body of it. But why may not he 
« have forfeited the Gift of keeping Counſel, as 
Well as thyfelf ? Why. ſhiouldſt thou think that 
«© the Hearer will conceal, when thou the Teller 
« canſt not? And if thou haſt a Mind the Bro- 
« ther's Inſirmities ſhould be hid, why doſt not 
«© thou hide them? If a Man of a different Per- 
“ ſuaſion live ſo; that we are ſorced to commend 
him, yet we will furely bring in one Calum- 
| «© ny or other, that blot the Perſony and 
© weaken all our Encomiums of him: When we 
« have been forced to ſpeak of others good Actions, 
% how commonly do we lay in a But, ſomething + 
« other, to abate the Eſteem, that is due: It were 
« well done, if the Ends were tight, if from good 
“ Principles: And by theſe Inſmuations we re- 
« ſtrain others from loving proportionably to the 
« Merit of the Perſon.“ At Feaſts, if not in more 
ſolemn Woes. ig what Liberty have we taken 
to ſpeak againſt our Brethren ? When Dion 
feared Plato would revile him in the 3 a- 
his Companions: Gop forbid (ſaid Pla- 
« 1 that there ſhould be ſuch Searcity: of Matter 
© to talk of in che Academy, that they ſhould.s 
Ne | 


talk 


b * 


214 2 
« talk of thee.” Believe it, we had ſpent our Time 
better to warm one anothers Hearts with the Love 
of Girif, than — the "eg * 


* . A 5 


= Si 0 havs 3 1 hy . 
ont it - againſt Brethren of different Perſua- 
The Love of Mothers makes them incredu- 
lous, as to any Charges laid againſt their Children; 
but how ſeldom have we driven N back-biting 
Tongue with an angry. Coumntonance How have we 
been Tale- bearers ] how have we encouraged the 
Backbiter to open his Pack ? How have we receiv- 
ed all the Defamations he would bring us? How ] 
2 we credited Reports upon Here - ſay, without 
Examination? How apt are we to cenſure and 

30 ge before he, which is the Accuſed, have the 
Accuſer Face to Face. This was the Romans 
Law: I with it were the Chriſtians. Some of you 
learnt long age, thut it is Injuſtioe to determine 
without hearing both Parties. Have we loved gur 
Name and Credit, as our own? May 
we not conclude that Gor will meaſure: to us, as 
wie haye to our Brethren 7 Is ĩt our Wiſdom to be- 
lieve every Word? Would not Datid cut off thoſt 
whom we embrace? We pretend we are not the 
firſt Reporters ;. but are not wo glad: the Report is 
ſpread? Are not we glad that - axe good Names 
are ſtolen away? Do not we ' hatbour the ſtolen 
Goods? When others · ſet: Dur Neighbours Names. 
on Fire, do not we look on, and cry Aba] $2 wand 
u baue it? But when do we go to the defamed- 
— 28 es e . Mapa vn * 
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ng Purties beyond. their due Proportion? For 

not we ſet down an hundred ? Have not we. 
Al; ; bond 
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to carry on a Deſign for a 


4 Call to Repentance. 215 
repreſented that as done againſt, Light, which was 
done ignorantly? And that done with Deliberation 
which was done raſhly ? We have not made a Dif- 
ference between Sins, and human Frailties; be- 
tween Sins repented of, and not repented of. How 
have we been guilty of drawing Conſequences from 
our Adverſaries Aﬀertions; and faſtening ſuch O- 
pinions on them, as their Souls abhorred ? and yet 
bardly hath one of a thouſand retracted theſe. unjuſt 
Cha or humbled himſelf for this great Iniqui- 
ty before * 2 | 11 5 2] 


6. Dip u begin to ftp Breaches betimes? Did 
not we ſuffer our Wounds to be kept open too 
long? And how few yet are there that endeavour 


bs. 
% 7 


to compoſe the Jars and Differences that are among 


us? When there were Bickerings concerning Mo- 
ſes, the Law, Circumeifion, and Sacrifices? how 
doth Paul beſeech Euadias and Syntiche? How few 
are like one of the Fathers, who was ſo much af- 
fected with the Diviſions of Chriſtians, that he pro- 
felled himſelf ready to let out his Heart s- Blood to 
cement them together? Few entreat for Peace, and 
thoſe few that do endeavour to hinder the Strife of 


Brethren, fare no better than Ado/es > He is cho 


and deſires brotherly and amicable Conferences, 
Many ery for Peace, and commend it; but they 
will not be at Coſt for it. The curſed. Princip 
is ſtill harboured, that it is a diſhonourable Thing 
to yield firſt ; but that others muſt begin to ſtoop 
to us: Whereas it is Gop's Honour, that he ſtoop- 
ed to us firſt. We are loth to ſue for Peace, and to 
beg Reconciliatjon with thoſe, that have been mort 
in the Offence than we. I find little condeſcending 
to remove Miſtakes and Prejudices. If we have 
once offered Terms of Peace and Reconciliation, 
we ſatisfy ourſeſves therein ; but have. not purſued 
and followed after Peace; we have not uſed Means 
upon 


Party that ſues for. Peace, 


216 A GopabiGloſes W 


upon Means ? This is a clear Evidence of our tos 
5 Diſcords and Animoſities. 1 


7 Han net owr Dif com te thav l 
that toe condemned thoſe Actions of our Brethren, 
which pe ef- em us we approved and 
? Demetrius of Alexandria liked Origen's 
making himſelf an Eunuch, till they fell out, r 
then he wrote againſt it. Yea, have not we diſ- 
__ commended 3 good Enterprizes, meerl/ 
becauſe th 15 70 in them? Thus Das 
confeſſed that 4 had liked many of Luther's 
Reformations, but that ſo-contemptible a Monk 
Abould ang tors Honour of beginning them. When 
Men are highly inflamed for ſome one Thing, 
they will diſlike all the Party doth. Beſides, have 
CE AE ny en 
n if we are fallen 
PRAISE gs 


g. How firong arc our Memories (even to this Do 
#0 retain all bitter and unchriſtian Pa one 
Party taward another? And if ſome 1 A 
them, yet are there not ſome of the Devil's Agents 


that are raking them -out of the Duſt, * 
n and widen our Difference ? 


9. How: have we ſuffered Sin te re upon others} 
And why They are not of our Church. Thou 
I > hv fe ar, fr 
Chriſtians; nor with a Beaſt 
haſt with thy Brother's Soul. 2 1 
we fallen? pens e ee 
chan we are to one another : If any go aſtray, we 
help them not to return into the right Way: I 
they periſh, let them periſh, for any Care we take 
0 feclaim them: If not of us, they muſt not be 

regarded. reer 


"* i941 3 e 
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Heart, but reprove him ; und not fooliſhly confine 
Brotherhood to any particular Congregation, and 
fuffer others to be damn'd; when'thou by a faith 
ſul Reproof mighteſt have ſaved them. Inſtead of 
teproving a Chriſtian that differs from us, accord- 
ing to the Rule of Chris, for any Miſcarriage that 
we are privy to, have not we let him run on, and 
then told on the Houſe- Top what was done in fe- 
cret ? O] how have we uncovered that which 
Humanity ſhould have concealed ? Can you talk 
ſo of your Friends that are moſt dear to ou? hs 


10. Have not we reſtrained Prayer for ſuch Ori 
flians as have differed from ut? Whom we love we 
pray for: But have not our Differences been ſo 
great, that we have excluded one another out of 
our Prayers? How ſeldom are we earneſt in wreſt- 
ling with Gop for others, if in ſome Things di- 
vided from us? If we had counted them Enemies, 
we ſhauld have ſo leved them, as to have 
for them. O that Abraham ſhould” pray fo vehe- 
mently for the Sodomites, and not we for Saints | 
That Samuel ſhould pray for Saul, and not we for 
the Lord's anointed ones! Have not our Diffe- 
rences interrupted not only civil, but religious 
Communion ? Tea, have not we neglected to 
pray, not only for diſſenting Brethren, but for the 
reconcillng of them? Should we not have been 
encouraged to pray for that which Chriſt fo affec- ; 
tionately deſires? Will not Petitions be welcome As 
to Heaven for that, which would be the Joy of all | 
the heavenly Hoſt to ſee effected? Peace on Earth 
ong the Saints would be the Joy of Gop, Who 
is the Gon of Pence; of Chrift, who is the Prince 
of Peace. May we not confidently pray for what 
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. 11. How hath the Spirit in us lufled to Envy? 


Whom we love, we rejoice at their Gifts and Ea. 
joyments; but hath not a Spirit of Cain prevailed 


among us? Have not we envied, if others had 


. Acceptance with Gop, than ourſelves ? 
ave we rejoiced at the Gifts and Graces of dif- 
ferently-perſuaded Brethren, as if they were our 
own ? Oc have not we ( — at leaſt) repined at 
their being praiſed ? Have not we been afraid that 
we and our Party have been obſcured thereby? 
Hath not this been evident in our being more 
backward to ſpeak of their Graces, than of their 


Imperfections? If we know one of a: differing 


Congregation from ours, that hath a Blemiſh, our 
Mouths are full of him; but others Graces, and 
nsr Walks we can paſs over in Silence. 


12. Have not we e refuſed to help ſuch Chriflians ? 
We help what we can thoſe whom we really love: 
But are not we like Spectators in a Tragedy, who 
mourn much to ſee a ſad Story acted, but let the 
Play 1555 on? True Love would expreſs itſelf by 
che the Had, as well as Tongue. We 8 of the 

Leue: Love is bountiful... We pretend 


| — jove 2 our Brethren; but what 79 we * thoſe 
that are of. different Perſuaſions ? If ſuch an one 


be in Priſon, do we viſit him? iſ naked, do we 
22 44. if hun 
remember all the on s People, that are in 
Bonds, as if we were bound with them, then do 
we really love them. Love will ſuffer any Pains 
for the of the Beloved: So Paul loved all the 


Saints, that he was willing. to Spend and to be ſpent, 


to waſte himſelf for: _ Good. Which of us 


hath ſo ſpent himſelf Love will counſel the Be; 
loved, eſpecially 1 in any Straight; but Gop knows 
how little others have been beholden to us even 


this Way: Poſſibly we have nne 


Soft C4 SS. 4=> ft em 44 .74 n& e 


do we ſeed him? If we 
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this you ſhould have done; but as we found them 
in a Ditch, ſo we left them, and directed them 
not to a Way of Deliverance. The beſt Counſel 
we can give is for the Soul; but let the divided 
Parties, yea and others, conſider i'criouſly how 
backward they have been, and are to this Day, 
to adviſe to the beſt Way for Peace, Holineſs, and 
Glory. If we believe ſuch an Undertaking will 
impair our Neighbour's Name, Eſtate, or Soul; 
how ſlow are we to interpoſe for the diſmading 
m from it? I ſhould hardly think that Parent 
Joves Enn ihr ElV Wie ren over A 
Clint and with-holds him not Hay be can. 


iy Have as bare tr zen bel rg thigh, 
1 Bay not ſyn hn fo Haller ow little 
have we laid to Heart the Afflictions of any of 
Goy's People } Have riot We been unconcerned 
in their Sufferings in Germany, *Fraice ? | How ſel- 
dom Have we had a y great Conflict We, thoſe | 
whoſe Faces in the Fleſh we never Taw?” 


N whey "theſe" Things are amongſt us, 

at we ie Rain Silence ty; and ſuf- 
che feet and ſoſt Fire of Love quite to expire, 
and de Wild-fre of Paſſion and Contention to 
ſpread and Prevail, without meping a Tongue or 
Hand towards the reptefſing the one, and revi 
the other? This 1 to make the Dum 
to ſpeuk ; and therefore mãy juſtiſy· my writing, 
yea my expatiatin a lirtle, err er 
Ape en 45 1 Dr 
Wr a9 A We A bo A r nk agen 1 
res 8 00 us, that 8 ewe th" 
8 anner 5 of Diſobedience to 

D That all 5. — would love one . 

hoc (AN! frog Jess d ing © foe, Yn 
e Inculeated, + infinuated, 
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wok ot y enforced as a Commandment. not a 
e Advice and Counſel: It is a Commandment 
of Chrif?s own preſcribing, 4 Commandment 4 give 


unto you; It is a Com mandment given, as a ſpes 


Cia — Te ken, in his laſt Will and Teſtament: 


It is a new Cammandment, A new Commandment 
I give unte you : It is a moſt excellent Command- 
ment, in a new Edition, corrected and amended, 
from the falſe Gloſſes of the Scribes and Phariſees, 
and enjarged from his own Example: Before it was 
only, Thau Halt love thy Ne as thyſalf; 

it is, Leue ene another, 4 


again and again, by our dying Logo, to intimate 

Net as He bad _ Di . Dk he 

ame of the. Diſciple whom Jeſs loved; 
Commandment; 


Deron I. Hecul 


5 Beere 7, ds if | 
en 


© cone a Sad £5: 


Is it nothing to us, — berg 50 
us lies, we make the Prayer 


Diviſions, of Wrath = Bitterneſs 
another, and thereſore having preack 
amang his Diſciples on Earth, He 
ing down Union from <, Father. 
what He inſiſted moſt upon in his Sermon, that 
He enlargeth moſt upon in his. Prayer- And new 
I am no more in the World, Iut theſe are in the Warld, 


and ] come to Thee, holy Father, keep js h thine 
cu Name, thoſe whom H hou. 
they may be one, as We are. 


hat they ll may. 
and, d Thaw, Father, art in Me, and I in T ben, 


 that'they alſo be Us That the Warld.may 
oa tt nd rt Aud the el i 


* . 


I have leued pos: This 
new Commandment | is Not Once only given, but 
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hon gaveſt "Mee," I have given them; that they may 
be one, PBs as Me are one, J in them, and hes 
in Me, that they \may be made perfect in one; and 
that the World may know, that 7 mob; 2 
and "ol loved them, 45 Tn * loved 


15 ie! spd to us, mat herb way ape off 
Chri/t's diſtinguiſhing Livery ? By this /hall all Men 
know that you are wy Diſciples F ye haue Love one 
to another. He doth not ſay, hereby you ſhall be 
my Diſciples ; but hereby it ſhall be known: Nor 


T . 
; 


| doth He fay, hereby ſhall I know; nor hereby 


ou ſhall know; but hereby ſhall others know : 

or doth He ſay, hereby they ſhall oonjecture; 

but hereby they ſhall 24 as by a ſure and in- 

ou Sign: doth He ſay, hereby ſome, a 
few, ſhall know this great Secret; but hereby 

t en ſhall know: Nor doth He ſay, hereby all 

Men ſhall know, that you ſeem to be "my Di- 


| ciples but that you ae fo indeed. 


Is it Nene to us, that delbuy we bets the 
72 and Heathens look on Chrift as an Impoſtor? 
ow can they look upon Him otherwiſe, "hilt 
they ſee his Coat ſo full of Seams, yea his Body 
ſo full of Rents? Hereby we hinder the World 
from deing convinced that Chrit is ſent of Gop : 
Chriſt "therefore prayed; that Hi: mi ht Som that 

the World "may Inow that Gop ent F Me 
begs, Un a a0 OI ont 45 bf 
Is it nothing to us, that Web we Ty as 
much as in us lies,” the Croſs of Chriſt of none 
Effect, and his Blood to be ſhed in vain? Chri/t 
not only'p reached up Love, and prayed for it, but 
alſs/ paid For it. * A5 He went from preaching up 
De on Earth by his Sermon, to pulling it down 
from Heayen by F rayer; ſo He went from praying 
io paying for it, and the Price which He laid down 
3 for 
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made. both ons; having 21) $4 in his Fleſh the 
| ty, for te make in Him- If of twain, one new 
. fo making Peace: Aud that He. migbr reconcile 
th unte Go in one . by. the Croft. Shall 
Chrift die to break down Partition Walls; and 
will we dare to keep * up? Shall He ſhed his 
1 — and ſhall we emplo Le wh 
and my to Nen the 8 6 
tf tho 1921 pe i101 4795 * * An * 0 
X Is it ANY to us, that e we 
2 Lon Jesus, and the 
y not we eaſil imagine what a Grief i it is to the 
Head, to ſec the Members of his Body rem 
Goring ach other ; to ſee Heirs of the; lame. ope; 
ee Breaſt, and whom He pre- 
e his Father together in Heaven, to be 
ens broken afunder on Earth ? Methinks if we had 
anyLove to Jſus brit, we ſhould ſtudy to be of 
one Affection. What Luther ſaid once to the Mi 
niſters of Nurenberꝑg 1s very conſiderable : Su ppoſe 
<« '(faid he) you ſaw Jeſus Chrift Wan in 
the Midſt of you, an d thus e 
« What, Dirne, © my deal dem 


have redeemed by my N Toe might 
6. r ere is na D 
but, there is much in your 


ge in 
« Diflention: Do not thus ſadden my Spirit? Do 


. not thus ſpoil the haly Angels of their Joy in 
« Heaven? Am not I more to you than all your 


% Matters. of Difference? How can we;expect 
the Company of the Spirit of Grace and Peace, 
whilſt ſuch Content ions are amongſt us? Were the 
Diſciples quarrelling and contending when the Ho- 
ly. Ghoſt fell upon them? No They were- ail all with 


in 4 rain, there the Lox p commands the B 
euer. Gon will not (ih 2 learned 


13 


— 


rit, was. bis Blood. Ver Hs is er Peace. why 


ever Plelled. 1888 


one Accord in one Place. Where Men ay io | 
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« 1 Seed of hig Grace and Love 

c Briars and Thorns the Enemies of Peace.”, - 35 
a bg ps Ebay * . that 4 we * 0 "A 

Saints, the Pillars of the World, I of ſtaying 


in the World, to ſupport it AO longer? It was the 
Sight of the Biribeos awang hriſtians, that made 


Gryng us, ; i AO Sorel, 1 5 e preciou 
Souls , weary of. r and ar 4 


4 "Ht thy we fy. aways. 454 25 


oboe, , 7 ſo from this of 
iviſions and | Ne ethren. t was 
the Cant of one Na: 's firſt Judge 
ment againſt the old 510 ol by Water, againſt 
the Heat of Luft ; ſo his ta ment upon the 


World that now = will. be 1 55 re, againſt the 
dneſs of Love: If this be true, how do we haſten 


the great and terrible D Day, by bn ove 
one towards another? Welle Fo Be 2% ge 1 


tit nothing 5 — "that hereby we - grit th 
en 


Devil, x ce the Hearts of the Th a 
ty e a be ? The great Stratagem 
ta promote our Differences, and to keep us 2—— 
fs +, The, 81. ys that Societies of Chri- 
immortal „ if they do not kill themſclyes 


e them and rule them, is 2 
Mn in 1 Hell, Dixie Sher . Aueh ten Perg 
Why ſhould we be employed in the Devil's Work? 


Hath he not Inſtruments and Tongues enough of 
his own? O! how doth Ahtichriff get ground 
5 1 Mics 2a Dons ee Chyiſtians| 


\ tow 905 wes fer Ns e bent... "All whey 
m 


| .us, ar lſe 
iſcords and 5 — Were all the Arrows in 


nale, as would find it next to 2 
«4 


224 — , 
bility to break them. Methinks 1 b prou 
of the Man of Sin ſhould make us bury all our 
Diſcords: Were we but of one Heart before Gon, 
and uniting dur Prayers, the Mountains would be- 
come Plains, yea the”] ven Hills among the reſt. 
_ Surely we do rr conſider where and among whom 
we are. Are we not in the World, where Satan 
rules? Shall the Children quarrel in their Enemies 
Quarters? ' Abrabam ſues for Peace upon this Con- 
ſideration, that we ar? Brethren, and the Perrizzite | * 
_ dwelt in the Land. Wicked Men are Spectators of 
dur Diſcords, The very, Heathen have calmed the 
Mutinies of their Soldiers, by ſaying, your Ene 
mies yonder behold Fur mutinous Behaviour, 
What one faid propheti fome Years Tani! 
not but recall: That unlefs' Gon did ſtir up 
«« ſome in the Proteſtant Churches, and cloath thi * 
z with a mighty Spirit to accommodate our Diffe- 
« rences, the End of them may be, that our Ene. 
„ mies will laugh when we ſhall weep.” Have we 
not Enemies enough, but muſt we be cruel to one 
another? We 2 Fire burns the hotter for the 
cold Weather: Would to Gop that the Cold A- 
broad, the Oppoſitions againſt_us, may intend ou 
Affections the more to Gop, to his Ways, to h 
People. And are not the Wicked" juſtified in their 
5 whilſt RH do but en after eur 
. ae eee e e 


8 82 25 l ge, *. A e rg we Fade 
1 1 own 75 How can Bt 
hope we orgiven, if we forgive not 
a e fore can 41 look that Scriptule in the 
Face orgive Men their Tr es, Heu- 
ve ny Bede will 95 forgive yor : "pee if Fap tn 
not Men their Treſpafſes, "neither wf * Futhe 
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I SHALL conclude this Chapter with beſeeching, 
conjuring you, in. the Words af the Apoſtle 
Paul. to the Phiſſpians: If there' be nberefore any 
Conſolation. i in Chriſt, F any Comfort of owe. if, any 
Fellowſhip of the Spirit, Fam Bowls, an 
fulfill ye my. Foy, that-ye le like minded, 2 * i 
1055 * * we one ON 5A one Mind. - | 


+8 * 


Wo 1 4 P. xx Y. obs 


2. 2 * = 


n. Fanies: of Church= Malen ps 
Boch ft their F< wa ae » 


op 8 Per in Your Creed, to n 
1 b. Communion of Saints; Vou have been ad- 
mitted: to the Privileges. of this. Communion :, You 
thought it not ſafe or good for Man to be alone; to 
live retired from the. Society of Chriſtians: You 
have been inrolled among them; and yet what an 
unprofirable Hermit delt chou-been in- inf Thon 
art no Way ſerviceable ti the Body, It is a Won- 
der to; me, how Chiiſtians, can content themſrlyes 
with the Priyileges of God's Houſe, and) neglect 
the mutual Duties that are incumbent on them. 
The, Apoftle tells ue, that ne maang Members he 
10% Church are neceſſary. But alas l hom many are 
there, who. immure themſelves within their own 
Wale 3 who are! ſo. inyolyed in;worldly. Buſineſs, 
1 have ſo little. Care and Zeal. ſor kt Houſe of 
NN 96 2 v9 no Way profit, no Way edify 
How can you overlook thoſe 
25 . Th "Ys therefore follow after the Things 
Oo make. for Peace, and ** wherewith one 2 
edify 
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edify N Hherefere comfort (or exhort) your 
elves end iy y one” another.” From Kern 
(i. e. G) * who Body fitly joined together, and 
pine ee 3 that which every Joint ſupplieth, ac- 
to the effeftual Werking in ibe ſure of 
every Part, maketh Increafe * * the Body, unte the e. 
difying of _— in Love. corrupt Gommunica- 
tion proceed out of your Mouth, but that which ii 
Good to. the Uſe oY Edifging, that it 2 miniſter 
Grace unto the Hearers. 2 of ut pleaſe 
his Neighbour, for his Good to 45 Ze Exbort 
ane another hie it it called Te- day, left any of 
you be hard-ned through the Deceitfulneſ* of Sin. 2 
let us con ſider one another, to provoke unto Love, and 
unto go Works: Not forſaling the r of 
our ſelves. together,” as the Manner 0 of for fome. is, but ex- 
borting ant another; and ſo much the mare; 44 ye fee 
the Day . ook not eviry Man on bis 
| Vide Thin Man alle en the Things 57 
* w% excluded © It is"evet 
Work: ' Look diligently, le any Man 27 the 


do not overlook, how dare t | 

Commandments of our Loxp „See How 
can they look upon themſelves 28 tio Way concern. 
ed in theſe Duties? It is 2 that fo 
many Chareb- Members, | throught Spiritual Sloth, 
through a Lothneſs to diſpleaſe, Want of 


Pity to the Souls of their Brethren, fuffer them to 


periſh in Cateleſſneſt, Senſudity, Formality; rather 
2 A labour to quicken,” reſtore, and fave 
pres Fan Giler is bateful te Men: But f 
. — erer Punifhment* hall ye Je 4 theeght wrt 
who your Graces; "your Gifts, your E 
22 —— Church of "Chr might 
edified ?- Every Man is a Steward; but you are 
2 ſpecial Manner: You ee 
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of the Gifts of the Spirit, which are giver to pro 
withall, How dare ye hide your N a Er 
tin? Lou have a greater Truſt committed to you, 
than others have; Vou have Souls committed to 
your Care; for Church- Members are to care even 
naturally one for another. What are you afraid 
you ſhall have the leſs Light, the leſs Grace, the 
ſeſs Comfort from Chriſt, for that others ſhare with 
you ? Know the more uſeful you are, the more you 
yourſelves will be enriched and ſupplied;. and whilſt 
you are diyiding. your Loaves, Gon will act at a 
wonderful Rate for you: The Bread will multiply: 
Vou ſhall receive, whilſt you are diſburſing: Vour 
Light and Heat will increaſe by your diſburſing it. 


2. How is godly: Conference neglected even among 
Church- Members? What! are you aſhamed of your 
Gop? Is the ſpeaking of Grace and Glory fome 
Kind of Diſparagement to your Tongues? When 

ou come together, precious. Time is devoured in 
heb eg in cenſuring of abſent Perſons, who 
are not capable of making their Defence; or elſe 
in impertinent Diſcourſes of worldly Matters. 
Few, like the Diſciples in their Journey to Emaus, 
diſcourſe of ſuch Matters, as Chri/7 Himſelf joins 
with them in, and cauſeth their Hearts to burn: 
When do yau warm one anothers Hearts, and fit 
each other to enter into Communion with Gon in 
ſecret? How do many complain of you, that their 
Hearts are eſtranged from Go by Converſe and 
Intimacies with you, and that they loſe their Af- 
{cctions by keeping up Correſpondencĩes with you; 
and therefore count it their Wiſdom to retire into 
their Oloſets, rather than miſpend ptecious Hours 
in fooliſn Communication? How many weak 
Chriſtians are there, who are not acquainted with 
the Wiles of Satan, and they ſit down penſive and 
dejected, thinking no Condition like theirs, an 
bas : 22 conclude 


' 


conclude hereupon that they are none of God); 
Quldren, whom (if you were ſpiritual, pitiful, I 3, 
active, and free to acquaint them with your own 
Experiences) you might ſuccour under their Temp- 
tations, and comfort them with the Comforts A 


wherewith you have been comforted, and eaſe then ;, 
by hearkening to their Doubts and Complaints, and © 
me wing them a Way how to deliver their Souls? I m 


Were you of à Chriſt-like Spirit, you would 1 
bredk theſe bruiſed Reeds; but labour to ſcatter thoſe I ;, 
Miſts, - which: over-cloud-.their Souls: You ſhould þ 
be Eyes to the Blind; but you are not: You ſhould 
4 beof x epi to all Souls; more eſpecially W ot 
to the Souls of all good Men, moſt eſpecially to the A 
Souls of thoſe to whom you are peculiarly related; N f. 
but you are not. In the old Law Gop took Cate 
of Aſſes; if they lay under a Burden, Iſrael was 1 
bel them. Doth Gop take Care for Beaſts; and H 
will not ye ſor Men, for the Redeemed of the Lov! 
Gor requires of you, that you comfort the feeble 
minded. The Manifeflation of the Spirit is given 1 
— Man to profit withall. Chriſt: ehe his own 
with Increaſe. They that feared the Loxp pal. 
often one to another ;_ (to comfort one another .with 
the Promiſes of Gop, made to his People; again} 
the flouriſhing of the Wicked, and overflowing of 
Ungodlineſs) and the Lon hearkened and Nd ih 
and a Book of Remembrance was written before Hin. 
„ The Lon p booked that good Service, He put it 
il upon Record: But though the Lon p hearkeneth 
fi and heareth, yet He ſeldom finds us ſo employed 
Dur Neglects are ſealed up «eter I pray Gov 
we may lay it to Heart, repent, and reform. Ber 
| n may juſtly be revived: . Not: 
Won of the Scriptures, nothing of the Salv 
tion of the Soulz but Trifles and Toys, Laugh: 
_ Miter, and s as light: as. the; Wind, eat up 
n eee 
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and yet not neglect to build up ourſelves in our mo/# 
holy Faith. Mutual Duties ſhould be exerciſed be- 
tween Chriſtian and Chriſtian : The Apoſtle is ex- 
preſs for it in the Places already quoted: I ſhall add 
one more, Let the Werd of Chriſt dwell in you richly, 
in all Wiſdom, teaching and admpniſhing one another. 
O! if Gop would be with me fo far, as to make 
me an Inſtrument to prevail with you, to go and 
viſit one another, and ſtir up one another, that 
hnowing the Terrors of the LoRD, you may perſuatle 
Men! O! bewail thy Unſerviceableneſs, thy pri- 
vate Spiritedneſs, thy Want of Love and Bowels to 
others; eſpecially now, when there is ſo great an 
Apoſtaſy. Sure, there is no Time wherein Chri- 
ftian Fellowſhip is more called for, and wherein it 
may be more profitable, than at this Time: But 
alas! how few are there like Jonathan and David? 
How few enter into a Brotherly Promiſe to exhort 
one another, to call one another to Account, to tell 
one another their Fears, to know of one another 
their Growth in Religion ? 


3. How 7s fraternal Correption neglected, or ſpoiled 
in the managing? Some totally neglect reproving 
their Brethren ; They little care for theſe Things; 
they are little concerned whether God be honoured. 
or diſhonoure. WE an, 


Orukxs 3 Admonition. The Fleſh is back - 
ward to this Self-denying Work, and ſo the many 

weighty Circumſtances, which ſhould bring the 
Offender to Repentance, are forgot : The Offender 
is alſo hardened in his Sin. He thinks by thy Si- 
lence, thou 'art al er like him. It is much 
ealier to fetch out a Spot of Ink from a Cloth the 
Day it is ſtained, than afterwards. Sin, like a 
Mole, will quickly bury itſelf; and the longer let 
alone, the harder it is to dig it up. The longer a a 
Vo. XXXIII. Diſeaſe 
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Diſeaſe is let alone, the harder cured. Beſides, if 
he negleQ the Reproof this Day or Hour, perhaps 
the next he will commit the (ame Sin again; for 
either he knows it not to be a Sin, or in Caſe he 
knows it, yet every new Act doth ſtrengthen the 
Habit. It is the Nature of Sin to blind the Mind, 
to ſtupify the Conſcience, and to harden the Heart. 
xhort therefaxe one another daily, while it is called 
6-day, left WP of you be hardened through the De- 
 ceitfulneſs of Sin. If the Sinner add Sin to Sin, 
put that to your Account for neglecting the Ordi- 
nance of Gop for his Reducement : If he loſeth the 
Favour of Gop, and neglects hereupon all private 
Communion with the LorDp, put that to thy Ac- 
count: If at length he becomes impudent in Sin, 
ſo that he feels not the Pricks of ſharp Admonition, 
put all this to your Account, becauſe you have de- 
ayed to cure, to heal, to fave the Soul of your 
Brother. A timely Reproof might have ſaved a 
Soul, and covered a Multitude of Sins. Beſides, 
have you Time at your Command, that you will 
do your Duty at a more convenient Seaſon ?® Mayſt 
not thou die, or the Offender die, and both in din; 
thou in the Sin of Omiſſion, and he in the Sin of 
Commiſſion; before the Day comes, wherein thou 
att reſolved. to tell him of his Fault? Why art thou 
not trembling with Fear of Blood-guiltineſs? Is 
Soul- Murder no Sin with thee? Or have you the 
Holy Ghoſt at Command? Without-the Holy. Spi- 
rit's Aſſiſtance your Labour will be vain; you will 
get a Blot by reproving, the Delinquent will fy in 
your Face, hate you for telling the Truth, he will 
add Sin to Sin, and perhaps put you into a Flame 
too: And muſt the Holy Ghoſt dance Attendance 
on you? If you obſerve. his Hour, you muſt go 
preſently, whilſt the Wound is freſh, and bleeding; 
but if ye neglect his Call, it is a Queſtion whether 
your Hour will be G5 . 
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Orurxs miſcarry in reproving. Some reprove, 
but not privately ;z though Cbriſt be ſo expreſs for it, 
If thy Brather Batt treſpaſs againſt thee, go and tell 

m his Fault between thee and him alone Though 
the Law of Charity binds us to cover our Brother's 
Nakedneſs, as much as we can. Love covereth all 


Sins ; yet ſome, Doeg-like, backbite their Neigh- 


bour, and tell it toevery one, fave him who ſhould 
hear it. How few modeſtly, affectionately, and 
humbly, in the moſt private Manner communicate 
their Fears of Sins, Decays, and Infirmities to the 
ſuppoſed Delinquents? Are not moſt too forward 
to divulge their Suſpicions to others, whereby the 
Names of ſome ſuffer, Souls lie neglected, Preju- 
dices are promoted, Schiſm is made in the Body of 
Grit? Though the Law of Wildom binds us not 
to uſe more Means than Needs muſt, if private Re- 
proofs will reclaim, not to blazon Infirmities; yet 
many through Pride, Envy, Want of Charity, at 
leaſt Want of Wit, publiſh on the Houſe-'Fop 
what is done in a Corner. Herein we do, as we 
hate to be dealt with: Hereby we make the Offen- 


der hate us. It will be hard to make him belicve 


thou comeſt to heal his Soul, if thou haſt already 
wounded his Name. Have not ſome been for 
bringing it immediately to the Church? Hereby in- 


numerable Evils enſue ; many are grieved, many 


offended, the Party that is impeached ſtands on his 
Guard, pleads for his Sin, extenuates it, or is 
ſtrengthened in his Sin, by the uncharitable Pro- 
ceeding of the Brother, who firſt took Cognizance 


1 


Org R Buſy-Bodies would be thought very 
tender of Chris Honour; they tythe Mint and An- 
ie; they reprove ſuch Things as are, diſputable, 
and neglect to reprove where there ate juſt Accuſa- 
tions to lay in. They will be very ſevere in cen- 
. = ſuring 
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ſuring their Brethren for ſome controverted Points, 
and yet let them alone to live in Worldlineſs, Sen- 
ſuality, Luke warmneſs, Pride, Sloth. 3 


OTHERS are fo magiſterial in their Reproofs, 
as if they had forgotten that they were in the Body, 
as if they had no Corruption in them. They have 
forgotten the Apoſtles: Brethren, if a Man be over- 
taken in a Fault, ye which are ſpiritual, reflore ſuch 
an one in the Spirit of Meekneſs. O] how haughtil 
do ſome carry it towards offending Brethren. ] 
wiſh yo would fling the firſt Stone at yourſelves. 
If you are not guilty of the ſame Offence, yet you 
are of others, at leaſt you have the Seed of t 
Sin within you. Let them ſee that it is only Con- 
ſcience of * brings you to them, and that 
it is Love to their Souls puts you upon ſuch diſ- 
pleaſing Work. But alas] how few will condeſcend ? 
The Work is not N with that Humility it 

no Dro | 


eught, and therefore n ther is gained. 


 Ornexs are fo light and unſerious in this Buſi- 
nefs, that they ſpoil all. They do not invocate 
Gop to accompany them in the Work; they do 


not cry out, who tis ſufficient ? They forget how 


abortive ſuch Labours have been; they do not ſet 
upon it with that Fear and Trembling which they 
ſhould. Few rebuke with Authority, as having 
Gop's Glory, and Mens everlaſting Salvation in 
their Eye: And hence, when they come off from 
this Work, their Conſcience ſmites them, that they 
have been no more ſerious and fervent in a Matter 
that concerns Life and Death. *' © On; 


* Few continue their Admonitions, and follow 
them, till the Delinquent be brought to Confeſſion 
and Amendment. We ſoon tire, and put the. ill 
Names of Dogs and Swine upon our offending 
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Brethren, to | excuſe our Sloth. We ſhould 12 
Meelneſt inflrutt them, though they 99555 themſelves: 
We ſhould bear with their preſent Stubborneſs and 
Abuſes, and wait if Gop -peradventure will give 
them Repentance: We forget how many Years 
Gon waited on us, though we were ſtubborn and 
refractory. _ 3 1 . 


4. How few behave themſelves Chriftianly und-r 


Repro f? When Men come to you from the great 


God, to diſcharge. the Duties they owe to your 
Souls, your Behaviour is ſuch, that none will med- 
dle with ſuch Patients, to dreſs their Wounds; if 
oy Exam had not charged them with this Com- 
mumon. | 1 


How few receive a Reproof kindly and affeftion- 
ately? 2 great Mercy 25 r Y. many 
as 7 love, T rebuke. To ſin againſt Reproof, is ag- 
gravated Wickedneſs. It is an Argument of Ha- 
tred, not to reprove, Thou ſhalt not hate thy Brother 
in. thine Heart, thou ſhalt in any wiſe rebuke thy 
Neighbour. Yet how are they counted turbulent, 
pragmatical, rigid and cenſorious, who will not let 
them go on in their Sin? Others ſeem to hearken 
to the Reprover, and give him verbal Thanks for 
his plain Dealings; but from that Day their Hearts 
boil inwardly, and they are filled with Prejudice, 
which will expreſs itſelf, when it meets with a fair 
Opportunity. How few engage ſome Friend, to be 
a faithful Monitor to them, to be open hearted to 
them, in telling them their Faults? We are fo o- 
ver- run with Self- love, that we think no Stander 
by can diſcern ſo much as we; and we are fo un- 
willing to be cenſured, that we ſtand aloof from 
ſuch a Looking - glaſs: Few, with David, would 
Tres, for the Righteous to ſmite 

them. | EF UF © een WHY EI 
e V 3 How 
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How fetv amend a ſolemn ſerious Reprasf ? 
How 142 retire to — de jo Over? 
their Knees bleſs Gop for emboldening any to tell 
them of their Sins, and beg Pardon and Strength 
to reform, and vow by the Grace of Gop to 
mend whatever is amis? 55 


5. Mos T ſeek to pleaſe themſelves and not their 
Neighbour. A Man would think they never read, 
Be qught to bear the Infirmities of the Weak, a 
not to pleaſe curſelves. Let every one pleaſe his Neigh- 
Baur for his Good to Edification : Many are Self- wil- 
led, they will walk to the utmoſt of their Liberty, 
and -if others be offended, they little care. But 
what ſaith the Apoſtle ? Knewledge puffeth u*, but 
Charity edifieth. * A firm and full Knowledge of 
our Liberty in Fhings indifferent (faith a learn- 
ed Man) if it be ſeparated from Charity, is apt 
to ſwell the Mind with Pride, and make Men to 
« deſpiſe, doubting and ſerupulous Brethren; but 
Charity is careful to avoid what may ſtumble 
„ the Weak, and cauſe them to fall into Sin, and 
„therefore judge this rather, that no Man put a 
« Stumbling-block, or Occaſion to fall in his Brother's 
« Way. Hf thou Faith, concerning the Lawfulneſs 
« of Things indifferent? (for of them the Apoftle 
% ſpeaks) have it unto thyſelf before Gp, make not 
<« a vain Publication thereof, to the grieving, or 
4 ſtumbling the Weak, who may by thy Exam- 
« ple, even againſt Conſcience, uſe the ſame Li- 
| ©& berty: and ſo through thy Knowledge ſhall thy 
c weak Brother periſb, i. e. thy uſing this Liberty. 
* hath a Tendency to deſtroy him. You may 
« think this is no great Matter: Ve the ſame 77 
4 poſtle informs you, that you hereby /in again 
« Chriſt, you * Wa the Work of 8857 the Soul 
« of thy Brother, and no Man on Earth can pri- 


% vilege you from the Wrath of Gop, if you de- 
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« froy them with your Meats (with the Uſe of your. 
Liberty) for whom Chriſt died; and therefore 
the Apoſtle profeſſeth, F Meat make my Brother 
« to offend, I will cat no Fleſh, while the World 
« fandeth, lefl I make my. Brother to offend.” O! 
that Men were ſo humble as Paul: But alas! All 
Men ſeek their own Things: If they are ſatisfied 
concerning the Lawfulneſs of the Things,. they 
look no farther: They lictle mind the Souls of their 
Brethren ; but are ſecuring themſelves ſome out- 
ward Peace, and earthly Advantages. Few na- 
turally care for the Good of others, for the 
Glory of God, and the Edification of their Bre- 
thren. | 


How are Chriſtians valued and preferred by Ex- 
ternals, rather than by Internals ® By outward 
Honours and Privileges, rather than by their Gra- 
ces? They. who ſhould have moſt of your Love. 
and Reſpect, have leaſt. A-rich Formaliſt's Com- 
pany is more prized, than an- humble, mortified, 
poor Chriſtian's. The Miſcarriage that was in the 
Apoſtles Days, is deſcended to this Age, M Bre- 
thren, Have not the Faith of our LoRD Jeſus. 
Chriſt, the LoRD of Glory, with Reſpett of Perſons. 
How are Mens Judgments blinded by external 
Glory, fo that a little in a great, rich, honourable 
Man, is counted much; and much Grace in a. 
poor man is deſpiſed, over - looked, and accounted 
but little? You do not value Men by their Emi- 
nency in Grace, but in Parts and worldly Endow- 
ments; as if Gold did ſet Men off more than 
Grace. When you ſhould fix your Affections, 
where you ſee moſt Grace, you are taken where 
you ſee either moſt of the World, or moſt Gifts, 
Good-breeding, Prudence, or Learning. This, 
having Mens Perſons in Admiration, over-reve-, 
rencing Men for worldly Things, is a great Diſ- 


** paragement 
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paragement to the Grace of Gop, as if Riches 
were more excellent than Religion. My Brethren ' 
; ah come into your Aſſembly a Man with a Geld 
ng, and there cometh alſo a poor Man in vile Rai- 
ment, and you have Reſpect to him that weareth th: 
725 Cloathing, are not you partial in yourſelves ? 
ave not you made a Difference, a groundlcſ 
Difference, a Difference grounded on carnal Re- 
and not upon ſolid Reaſon ? Are net ye le- 
come Judges of evil Thoughts © Have not you made 
our Judgment of ſuch Perſons, according to the 
DiQate of our own evil Thoughts, and not ac- 
cording to the Rule of the Word? O!] how ſel- 
dom do we value and reſpect as Gop doth? Let 
rich Men be ſick, what Ado is there; what run- 
ning to them ; what ſending after them ; what En- 
deavours to comfort them? But O!] how are the 
Poor of the Church deſpiſed? Little ſending to 
them, though they want Neceſſaries for their Bo- 
dies, in the Time of their Viſitation, and their 
Souls are ready to ſink, for Want of a Word in 
Seaſon. You frequent viſiting of ſome, when un- 
der God's Hand, and ſeldom reſorting to others, 
when in the ſame Extremity, evidenceth, that yu 
d:fpiſe the Poor. ONE e | 


7. How do they who count themſelves Chriſtians, 
who have had great Acquaintance with Chriſt and his 
Ways, who have had a long Experience of Chriſt's 
Sweetneſs, and Satan's Deceits, keep by themſelves, 
with the Negle? of the Lambs, of them wha kn:w 
little of the Mind of Gor ? Whereas all Grace is 
given to edify the Body of Chrift, the Eye is not for 
nſelf, but for the blind Members, to lead them in 
Paths of Righteouſneſs. Your Care ſhould be like 
Gop's; his Care is for the leaſt Fly, as well as 
for the greateſt of the Creatures. Ori did not 
will the Salvation of one more than another By 
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died equally for all; all Believers ſtand alike juſti- 
hed through the Blood of Chrift ; Chrift knocks at 
the poor Man's Door, as well as the rich; if Chrift 
makes any Difference, it is in this, the poor weak 
Chriſtian hath more Expreſſions of his Love and 
Affection, than the ſlrong have, He ſhews moſt 
Pity to the greateſt Objects of Pity, to thoſe that 
are in greateſt Want: I wiſh there were more of 
this among Chriſtians. It is lamentable to ſee how 
little Honour is beſtowed upon the weaker Veſſels, 
and how few there are to be found, that carry the 
Lambs in their Beſoms (next their Hearts) and gently 
kad theſe that are with Young. 


8. How little Compaſſion is ſhewed to fallen Bre- 


Abren? Te ſuch as are overtaken with a Fault, 


ea with many? We- do not labour to pull the 

rands, that are half burnt out of the Fire: To 
fave ourſelves this Labour, we deem them Caſt- 
aways z as if there were no Hope of their Reſtitu- 
tion and Salvation, we never more look after 
them. We carry it, as if we held, that Sins com- 
mitted after Converſion were unpardonable. Art 
thou a Stranger to thy own Heart? If not, thou 
knoweſt Gop pitieth thee, th thou falleſt ; 
and it ill becomes thee, who haſt been ſo often 
holpen out of the deep Ditch, to deny Help to thy 
Brother that lies there, and perhaps will periſn, 
if none be more merciful than thyſelf. Are there 
no ſolemn Engagements upon thy Soul towards 
thy Neighbour? Will not Gop take thee by the 
Throat for thy Unmercifulneſs? O thou wicked 
Servant, I forgave thee all thy Debt, becauſe thou 
defired/t Me. Shouldft not thou have had ion 
er thy Fellow-Servant, even as I had Pity on thee ? 

erily, the Loxn is turoth with you, and if this be 
not amended, He will deliver you to the Tormentors, 
till you pay all that is due unta Him, O Wy | 


ot 
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of this. Multitudes are departed from their for. 
mer Profeſſion, ſome of them are become ſcanda- 
lous: Their Sins will lie at your Doors, and their 
Blood too, if you, thro' Unfaithfulneſs, or thry' 
Negligence, or thro” Fainting, endeavour not to 

reſtore them. Te whith are Soirimat, reſtore ſuch 
an one. Are ye all Carnal; are none of you Spi- 
ritual? If there be one, here is Work for him, as 
he will anſwer the contrary at his Peril. 


9. On how inſufficient Accounts do many with- 
draw from the Communion of their | Brethren? 
What, have not they read, or heard, ake not 
the aſſembling of yourſelves together, as the Manner 
of ſome #5? It was then dangerous not to ſeparate; 
but it was more dangerous to ſeparate: Not to 
ſeparate was dangerous to the outward Man; but 
to ſeparate was dan to the inward Man. 
It is no Wonder to hear an Houſe is robbed, that 
ſtands alone from Neighbours. Two are bett fl ,, 
then one.” The Church of Gop is compared to 2 f. 
City; the weaker Walls of the Houſes therein 
would never endure” a bluftering Wind ; but by the 
their Neighbourhood and Contiguity, they ſuccout 
each other: But when one ſtands divided, the 
next News you may expect to hear of is a Fall. 88 


And yet alas! upon every Prejudice and Diſcon- 
tent, if one Brother falls out with another, pre- * 


ſently the whole Congregation is threatened with I pu 
the Loſs of the prejudiced Party's Company, and I | 
condemned for the Miſcarriages of one, and per- 

| haps the — —— Offender hath not the Liberty to | 


know his Offence, in order to his Repentance. are 
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cH A P. XXX. 
Their Mi Liſcarriages towards Sinners. 


AY nat too. much Familiarity with prophans 

_ Aden, be juſtly. charged upon us 7 1 know 
Man is a ſociable Creature; but. that will not ex - 

cuſe Chriſtians. as ta Careleſſneſs in the Choice of 
their Company. Is it not thus with thee ? Is. it not 
all one, whether thou art with a Child of Gop, 
or with a Child of the Devil? Are not thoſe. fit 
Companions for a, mb * and Wan 5 
Gop every Day. 1 


05 now few believe the Scripture, ſetting forth 
the Enmity of wicked Men againſt Gay's Prople 2, 
The Scripture; tells us, 'T hey, eat up Goy's Peple, 
a; Bread, which implies a ſtrange Inclination in 
them to devour the aints, and that they. take as: 
great Delight therein, as an hungry Man, in, eat 
ing. Wicked Men will break oF. .all natural; 
civil, and moral Obligations to ruin Gop's People: 
The Holy Ghoſt calls them implacable Men, fierce, 
and Fins ni They are like the hot Oven for 
Fury, lixe the Sea for boundleſs Rage; * 8 
hath believed this Sctipturs: Report? 


* we believe. what, armies all 8 * 
are unto all real Chriſtians, we ſhould not lean to 
our on Prudence and Diſcretion to ſecure us 
from any Danger by theſe Men: We ſhould get 
an Ark to ſecure us from the Deluge of thein 
Wrath: If any Time we were caſt among _ 
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and delivered, we ſhould bleſs Gop with the three 
Children, that the fiery Oven did not conſume us: 
We ſhould not wonder, when we hear of any of 
their barbarous Cruelty; but rather wonder at 
God's reſtraining them every Day: We ſhould 
be ſuſpicious of receiving Hurt, when caſt among 
them : We ſhould ſhun their Company, as we do 
Lions and Scorpions : We ſhould never commit 
any Truſt or Secret to their Hands: We ſhould 
fot be light-hearted, whilſt in their Society: We 
- ſhould not rely on their Promiſes any more than 
on the Promiſe of the Devil, their Father : We 
ſhould not count any true Chriſtian ſecured from 

| „ though related to any great wicked Man: 
We ſhould not twiſt ourſelves wirh them, by 
matching ourſelves and Children to theſe Sons and 
Daughters of Belial; neither ſhould we m 
Choice of Devils to be our Servants. 50 


How few believe what a Puarrel Gop hath with 
wicked Men? And that not only with the Looſe, 

but the Formal alſo? If we did, we ſhould 
tremble as much to be among them, as to be in 
an Houſe that is falling: We ſhould endeavour 
to ſave ourſelves from this untoward Generation. 
The Apoſtle would not fo have adjured them, fo 
charged, fo intreated them, had he not known 
the Danger of wicked Company. How was the 
—_—_ _ 8 de in — Bath with Cerinthus ? 
Depart (faith Gon bes from the Tents 0» 
Korah, Dathan, wa Abies eft you be — HA 
in all their Sins. Will you put Gop to work 
Miracles to fave you from your ungodly Compa- 
ny? It is dangerous being in the Road with 
whilſt Gop's Hue and Cry of Venge- 


| ance is at their Backs. 1 Companion of Fools ſtall 
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. — r the U ood! 2 7 U 
Company of the Ung 2 
had been better we had — 4 the Peſt 
and cat and drank with * or infected ma 7 — 
Plague, than to accompany with wicked Men: 
Our Bodies would have been endangered only by 
2 — 
%% 54 fherr 1 0ngues ot | 
the-Devil act them? Doth 3383 | 
in the Children of Diſabediance? Doth he not in- 
form them? ls there any Breath, that is not in- 
fectious coming from — Lips? We are inſen- 
ſibly enſuared and defiled by wicked Men, as 
— — by lying long under the ſcorching 
F. Do not we yet know and feel how a 
3 rue the whole Lump, and that one 
oys — Good, and that thoſe that 
were ming g the Heathen, learned their 
Ways Have — you d-oand after ſuch Company, 
how your Hearts ins hook Mend, dull, wy 'oy 
and unwilling to come into Gop's Preſence? 
how ſuddenly after your Refreſhments in your 
OP have you loſt all your ſpiritual Fervour, 
and have — cooled by going forth. into cold 
and corrupt Air? When one hath been in private 
raviſhed with the Love of Gon, and afterwards 
meets with Company, which neither doth, nor 
can ſpeak one Word of ſuch Matters, what a 
Damp is it to him? Nay is not that true which 
one ſaith, that . The People of Gop generally 
« loſe more by worldly Men, (that are of a 
e blameleſs Converſation before Men) than 
„ wicked and prophane Men? How oft 
Communion with carnal Men been at leaſt an 
Occaſion of deadning your Saul, whilſt have 
omitted the Duties of Admonition and Reproof 
when there was a Call thereto ? You bold ah the 


Wolf by the Ear. whit them: If re- 
"Sh =: among you 


prove 


242 A Goſpel-Glaſs : Or, 


prove them, you uy Blot; if not, you wound 
your own Soul. I will acquaint you with an Ob- 
ſervation of mine: When I have ſeen a Chriſtian 
fall into an Intimacy with vain Company, I have 
counted it a fure Mark of a back- ſliding Heart. 


How cenſider, how they harden wicked Men, 
'by an Intimacy with them, whereas Withdrawment 
from them might be a Means to make them a- 
ſhamed? W hiſt we are chearful with them, we 
make them believe their Condition is not deplora- 
ble, their Danger is not great; whereas, if we 
Hunned them, as we would a bowed Wall, whilſt 
they remain Enemies to the Loxp, this might do 
them Good, for the ſtartling them, and rouzing 
them out of their unhappy Security, and ſtrong 
Deluſions. U ar . 470 2881143 12 4 


« "Secondly, May' not Negle# of Diſcbarging th; 
Duties owed to wicked Men. — om 2 ont 
be alſo juftly charged upon us? It is an Iron Age, 
and Mens Hearts are ſtrangely hardened, as to 
any Pity to the Multitudes who are in a natural 
and damnable Condition. Methinks you ſhould 
reflect on the Miſery of an unconverted State, 
whilft you yourſelves were ſo lately in it. 
SEL S300 T90H21 AT ,Niuingatrr} min. 09m 
© ARE not you convinced, that thoſe with whom 
ou Converſe daily, have immortal Souls, capable 
ef eternal Life or Miſery? Have not they the ſame 
common Nature with you? Are there not many 
civil Bonds, wherein you ſtand related to them ? 
Doth not their Miſery call aloud for your Com- 
paſſion? Are they not in the Gall of Bitterneſs, and 
Bondi f Iniquity ? Have they yet any Part or Fel- 
loſhip in the — of their Sins? The endea · 

vouring to heal the Back- ſlidings of Chriſtians 


though a very neceſſary Work, is not more ne- 
8851 v7 1142. "ceflary 
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ceſſary than to endeavour to open the Eyes of theſe 


poor blind Wretches, and to turn them from the 
Power e of Satan wits Gor. Would you not make 
a 


more Haſte, to cure a Man, that is taken with a; 
ſwooning Fit, than one that, hath a little Swelling, 
in his Finger? I wonder you, are no more affected 
with the Miſeries that attend your . unregenerate” 
Friends and Acquaintance, who muſt ſuddenly be 
converted, or damned: Methinks you ſhould pity. 
them the more, becauſe they pity not themſelves... 
Methinks the Value that. Chrift hath put upon, 
Soule, by bleeding ſor them, the Ranſom that He 
hath given for miſerable Man, and, the unwearied, 
Pains, He takes ſor the Reducement of fallen Man, 
ſhould teach us to open our Lips, to give ſome! 
Counſels to them, whaare within a Stride of Hell. 
And yet how are Go D's people ſtraitned towards 
theſe 3 and miſerable, undone, condemned 
Creatures? Though h they are under the Curſe of the 
Law, though the Sentence of Death be paſt againſt 
them, and is ready to be executed ever 10 Moment; 
yet you exhort * not to fly from t 8 ta, 
our — periſh, eh Ken. 2 

Help: you ord them. 6 USby 8 


7» | 

Is grieves me to ſee ho Gow's Poogle, eat up 
their own and others Time, with unprofitable 
Words: When they ſhould be ſpeaking ſome 
rouzing, ſtartling Words of Hell and, Damnation 
of the Neceſſity of Regeneration, of Eternity, of 
the, fooliſh Choice Men make in preferring the- 
Pleaſures of fin, which are but for a Seaſon before 
eternal Joys; of the Deceits of the heart, of the 
Cheats of the Devil, of the Malignity of Sin, of the 
Curſe of the Law, they are talking of this Faſhion, 
or that; they are perhaps, cenſuring - one another, 
but endeavouring nothing for the undeceiving their 
Wiuded "Companions. N cannot but know, what, 


3 5 i 


#44 A Gebel: Or; 

Advantages you have by yo 
them, to deliver that to them, which they' will 
receive from you, when Stan perhaps hath imbit- 


tered them againſt your Miniſters.” Beſides, You 


are in private with them, and you know' by your- 
ſeves, how backward you weres to app "the 


Nachos to David, may and * Ties art. 
Aan. You may hear their Pleas for themſelves 
and fo have an Opportun „ to conſute them: And 
yet _ — ou neglect 

ſervi eceſſities of your Friends: Lou pre- 
tend r e en ut how can ye ſee the 
Blind t before your Eyes tumbling into the Lake of 
Hell, and yet not call on them to return and live? 
Can you — the Divine Nature within you, and 
yet be void of Compaſtions to theſe miſerable Ob- 
jets, who lie wounded before you, where. ever 
- or come.  Methinks, when you enter the 
of an Unr te Man, you ſhould thus 
meditate, «© Now have Ian Opportunity to: fave 
# Soul from Hell, to make « greater Conqueſt 
than Cz/er or Alexander could — — 
Iſhew myſelf a Friend of Gop, by pleadi 

Right to the Creature: Now may I have an Occa- 
flon to make all the * of Heaven _ 7 fa- 
nog a * Boe A l 


Wr . theſe es in ara 
paſs them by with an unmerciful Sele If you fo 
your Brother have Need of outward Things, (much 
more of Grace, of Cw with Gop) and ſbut up 
your Bowels of Compaſſion from him, how — 
the Love of Gop in oP ou have fome Pity left, 


ſtruggling for Life upon the Waters, or in an 
Mouſe on Fire: But alas! here are that are 


— into dhe Lake of Fire erery 8 2 
A | at 


ur Intimacies with 


theſe Opportunities of g 


wher you ſee a Man fallen under his Horſe, or 
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that are dragged up and down, from one Luſt to 
another, by the Devil; and yet you do not pity 
them. O]! Go over to Macedonia, and help 
them. It is a Grief to my Soul, to conſider how 
dull, how uſeleſs Chriſtians are, in the Towns and 
Villages, where Providence hath caſt. them: If 
they meet with a Man, they will not ſo much as 
aſk, whether he be bound for Heaven, or Hell? 
Whether he knows the Neceflity of the New-Birth 
or no? Whether he hath; left Sin, as his greateſt 
Burden ? Whether he be willing to accept of Cbriſt 
and Salvation by him, upon his own Terms? Nay, 
we will not ſo much as counſel them to read a 
good Book, or lend them one, if they are poor 
and unable to buy: We will be at no Coſt to fave 
1 Soul, that is rea ly of more Worth than a 
World. a 


7 8 | | | | An 

How is it, that you account yourſelves Chriſti- 
ans, whilſt you have no higher Eſteem of Souls? 
Or how can you have any Aſſurance, that you 
hate Sin, whilſt you labour not to remove it, in 
whomſoever you find it? If you fee Men trifling a+ 
way their Time, why do you not put them upon 
redeeming their Time? If you find them Lovers of 
Pleaſures, why do you not invite them, and preſs 
them, to look after the true Pleaſures, that are at 
Gop's Right-hand? If you are the Subjects of 
Chri/t, how can you endure Treaſon againſt Him; 
and not ſuppreſs it f Iwill never believe, that Man 
ever mourned for Sins of his own, that doth not 
for Sins of others; or that he ever hated Sin in 
himſelf, that doth not endeavour to ruin it in o- 
thers Souls, as well as in his on. Be aſhamed at 
your Pretentions, to have Hearts of Fleſh, when 
you have Hearts of Stones, the Hearts of Tygers, 
the Hearts of Infidels, or elſe you would pity mi- 
ſerable unconverted Souls. And what, if they de- 
000 . _ ive 


226 AGoſpel-Glaſet Or, 
fire not your Help? The more need you have to 
pity them: 52 The lefs awakened they are out of their 
curſed Security, the more miſerable and dangerous 
is their State. O! Put on the Bowels of Jeſus 
Crit: Carry not yourſelves in an high, proud 
Way, in — magiſterial Way towards theſe 
Souls: Do not think thou haſt diſcharged thy 
towards them, by running into a Corner, 
and back · biting them for Blindneſs, Hardneſs, 
and Contempt of Cbriſt; but rather help them to 
ſome of your Eye · ſalve, that they may fee, Con- 
ſider, you have Talents, and account you muſt 
for them: and bethink yourſelves, whether you 
may not give a better Account, by endeavouring 
0 reduce theſe poor Souls, that are ſtraying to 
Hell, than by letting them alone to — 
ſelves: Confider ſadly what Anſwer you will 
make, when Chr:i/t ſhail ariſe and plead with 
hen Chriſi Thall ſay, Ii herr is thy Brother ?. Weil ill 
Cain anſwer ſerve; Am I my Brether's Keeper ? 
Will:n6t Ghpeft reply on vou; Did not I come 
5 from Heaven on purpoſe to redete m theſe perith- 
ing Souls? Did not I charge you to chert one 
ec another daily; to do Good to all? Did not I fur- 
* niſh you with Wiſdom and Experience, that you 
might be able and ready to help others? Did 
not I hy Wonders of Providence prolong your 
Days, that you might be uſeful ? Did not I give 
you an intereſt in the Affections of your Neigh- ye 
« hours, that you might be a the Dew, and as the „ 
„ Rivers of Waters te the parched Ground; that 
* you might be the Light and Salt of the Barth? 
* And is this your anſwering all my Deſigns and 
„ Expectations, to rail at the Un an not en- 
menen * make: them better a : | 


01 Confider how Rely Caſo will dis if the 
Blood of thouſands of . 
Is, 
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yours might have been as ſorcible as Jenab's to Mi- 
neveh ? Is this to e thy. Neighbour as the, 
Do'ſt thou love thy ſelt, aud not regard thy Soul? 
And canſt thou love thy Neighbour, and not en- 
deavour to ſave him from periſhing 3 to pull the 
Brand out of the Fire ? Have you fo learned Chrift? 
When our LoxD dwelt among us, was He dumb 
before Sinners, as you are? When He ſaw the 
Multitude wanting Bread, did not He deal -forthithe 
Bread of Life to them? Did not He prefer this 
Work -before his Meat and Drink? Had not He 
Compaſſion for the Ignorant? did not He enlight - 
en poor ignorant Souls; and reprove others? When 
He went into the Publicans Houſes, did not He 


preach of the Kingdom of GoD unto them? And 


hath not He given you an Example, that you 
ſhould do as He hath donc? Should not you make 
it a Matter of Conſcience to write after ſo great, ſe 
fafe, ſo glorious: a Copy? And withal, what Stum+ 
bling- Blocks you have laid in the Ways of Sin- 
ners? How many have been offended by our Con- 
verſation ? And will you fend ſo many to Hell, and 
not endeaveur the Converſien of ſome? Yeu 
— Want of Parts? But alas! you want 

wels, you want Affections, you have not a real 


Sight, and deep Senſe of eternal Matters: If yu 


had, you would with Tears in your Eyes beſecel 
your Neighbours to mind their peruhing Souls. 
. Hays not yon canſe enough to ſay to yout 
Neighbours, Nepent, ard Pray, if perhaps | youn 
Sins! may be forgiven, Go into thy. Cloſet, and 
there moutn over thy Hard-Heartedneſs, and Un 
mereiſulneſs to the Souls of thouſands, of whom 
thou mighteſt have been an Inſtrument of Conver- 
ion. O could you not have gone and beſought 


your Miniſters to lap to 3 


248 4 Gaſpel. Glaſi: Or, 
ſuch a Man or Woman? Or might you not hive 
entreated thoſe Souls to conſult ſome Miniſter about 
their everlaſting State? Vou have not done what 
ou could : You pretend you cannot convert them; 
— you will not Ay whether you'can bring them 
over — Sin to Goo You ſay they are dead in 
Sins and Treſpaſſes, they have Hearts of Stone, 


as inſenſible as Stones, as ſtupid,” as impenetrable 
as Stones: And waſt not thou ſo ſome Years ago? 


Haſt thou forgot the Rock, out of which thou waſh. 


hewn? Nay, is there not ſtill too much Stone in 
thy Heart, that thou canſt ſee Gop fo diſhonoured, 
Chrift fo reproached by thoſe, who are baptized in 
his Name, and yet not endeavour to pull them out 
of the Fire. Thou comforteſt- thyſelf with the 
Mercy thou ſheweſt to the Bodies of the Poor that 
beg at thy Door : TheſeThings thou oughteſt to do; 
but not A lay aſide the Spiritual Alms that were 
due unto them: Thou ſhouldſt have counſelled 
them, admoniſhed them, enlightned them; and 
now if they periſh in their Ignorance, will not 
their Blood be required at thy Hands? O] tremble 
at your Blood-guiltinefs, "The Loxp of Heaven 
and Earth, who ſays, Al Souls are mine, hath char- 
"thee, not to hate thy Brother in thine Heart, 
not to ſuffer Sin to reſi upon him, but- lo reprabe him: 
And yet _ pram _ EY to 1— us 


. 


You are f — up ci | yourſelf, that you 
little regard what becomes of others to all Eterni- 
O that you would be prevailed with, to help, 
counſel and direct others to Heaven! If you have 
found the Way thither, ſhew others the Way to 
Life, the Way to Glory. O'! pity them, as 
Chriſt pitied you; Cbriſt hath led you out of the 
Wilderneſs of Sin and Trouble: Be you Eyes to 
the Blind, direct them the right Way to th _ 
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Call to Repentance.. 24 
of Promiſe ; tell * des: 
care unto them what Gop bath done for your, 
Souls. Do not you ſee how induſtrious: Chriff's: 
Enemies are to diffuſe their Poiſon ? Do not Turks: 
and Papiſit endeavour to proſelyte? Will they 
not compaſs Sea and Land to ſpread their Leaven?! 
Do not all People (beſides you) labour to win tos 
their Gods ? Do not unclean Perſuns and Drunk 
ards entice others to the fame Wickedneſs? Shall 
Satan's Vaſſals be filling Hell; and will you not 
labour to fill Heaven ? Is it not your Honour to 
many Sons and Daughters unto Gop > 
What will become of the next Generation? How: 
few Servants (if any) will Grit have, if others: 
take no more Pains than you do? I fear Chriſt 
will take up the old Complaint, The Foxes hava 
Helis, and the Birds have Nef, but the Son: off © 
Man will not have where to lay bis Head: How 
hath a dumb Devil poſſeſſed you? O that yet you; 
would commune with your on Hearts, whe- 
ther you are willing that thouſands ſhould go to 
Hell? And if they anſwer, No, aſk them a fe- 
cond Queſtion, Why do not you uſe the Means to 
prevent it; namely, Exhortation, Reproof, and: 
Counſel ? You have covered over your Want'of 
Zeal and Tenderneſs, with s Pretence that yo 
have not the Gifts of Miniſters. ' Bur have not 
ou been told, that Gon can work dy ſmall 
eans, as well as by great; and that by Things 
that are not, Gop can bring to nought the Things 
that are? Is not this like the Pretence of not being 
eloquent? Do you not know, have you not heard, 
that the Event depends on the Bleſſing of the 
Loxp, rather than the Work itſelf? Cannot Gon 
bleſs a few Words in thy Mouth; as He did in 
Ghriff's, and the Apoſtles ? Canft not thou ſay, 


follto Chris? And may not preſently a Afateheu 
2 ſinful Courſes 2: Canſt — 
not 


F * * F 
7 | A 1s. 
. # 


a y. Repent be that your Sint may be 
Hlotted out ? And may not GopD concur with thee, 
as He did of old Times? It the Lox b's Hand 
ſhortened, that it cannot help? And' if Iſrael be not 


gar bered, yet thy'Reward is toich the LORD: If thine 
eart 


were upright, and could teſtify chat Night 
and Day thou haſt hot ceaſed to warn, to rebuke, 
and counſel. Certainly your Memories are not ſo 
bad, but you muſt remember the Weight of Sin, 
and of the Wrath of Gop: You have ſeen the 
Wonders of the Lox p in the Deeps © V ou that have 
eſcaped to Shore can tell of the Rocks and Shelves, 
and Storms, which you have been delivered, from; 
and will you let others Shipwreck their Souls, rather 
than hold out your Light unto. them? What ſhall 
_ to humble you? There is more Chatity in 
ell, than you can afford: Bluſh, bluſh, — 
be aſhamed to ave leſs Zeal, Love, and Pity, to. 
periſhing Souls, than Dives in Hell had. He would: 
have had i r ved from the eee of 
1 Pagretine mano, en fart 


p n Silence ill E dthery think that Sin i is 
not ſo evil and bitter a Thing, that to lie under 
Gon's Wrath is not ſo great a Miſery, whilſt you 
are ſo ſlow and back ward to warn your Friends and 
Acquaintance: that they flee from tbeſe, and take 
Sanctuary in the true City of Refuge, the LORD 
Jus Chrift, Ol] if you know the Worth of 2 
, pity the Multitude, with whom the Day is 
not broke, whoſe forlorn Souls are under à conti- 
nual Maſſacre from the bloody Butcher of Hell: 
Beſmear your Souls no ns, with the Guilt of 
their Blood: I ſhall bleſs GOp for ever and ever, if. 
this your Negligence of the Souls of thoſe — 2 
without, may be cordially bewailed, and 
the future double your Diligence for their £ — 


Gon. 2 — and thy, own lazy Heart = 
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4 Call to Repentance. 251 
told thee,” thou art unſit to ſet upon this Work, 
yet better do it meanly, than wholly omit it. What 
Gop did by illiterate Fiſhermen, by Priſcilla, He 
can do by thee. The LoRD pardon thy former 
Unmercifulneſs to the Souls of Men. But if thou 
continue careleſs and cruel, if thou wilt not by 
Prayers for them, and Counſels to them, ſeek 
their Reducement, as ſure as thou art reading, 
the Voice of thy Brother's Blood is crying againſt 
thee from the Earth | | 


J 17 Ty 4 "4 C7 * T : - ) 
By your Example' before (if not fince) you be- 


lieved, you have been the Cauſe of the Deſtruction 


of Souls, of how many who can tell? And, as Je- 
roboam made Iſrael to fin many Years after he was 


rotten in his Grave; ſo your Sin, your wicked Ex- 


amples may propagate. Sin from Generation to 


Generation, until Chriſt ſhall come to, Judgment. 


Tremble, tremble at the Thoughts of it, it thou 


haſt not the Heart of a Beaſt in thee. O] how 


many Souls are crying in Hell againſt thee, cur- 


ſing the Day they knew thee, for that by thee 


they learned to ſin the more, and were ſtrength- 
ened in their Wickedneſs ? And now are not 
150 bound to do your utmoſt to make Reſtitution? 

o labour to ſave them that are alive? ls it not 
teaſonable that you ſhould labour to win Souls to 
God's, as you have to the Devil's Service? And 
to have many blefling Gop in Heaven for you, 
that ever they were in the Company of ſuch an 
active zealous Chriſtian, who by his Word and 


Life was inſtrumentall to bring them to the Know- 


ledge of themſelves,” and of their Gop ? And is it 
not a glarious Work, to bold forth ſuch Light to 
the World, that they ſeeing your good Works, 
may glorify GoD, and you may be Propagators of 
Leal and Holineſs, from Generation to Genera- 
tion, till Ci ſhall appear to judge the Wen, 


78 
1 
: | 
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and to reward you for all the Services you have 


done to his Name? O] how welcome ſhall that 7 

Man be to Chrif, who hath fed, and cloathed, C 

and viſited them Blood? & _— own ter with M 
his own N own thee for 

bis own Fedde. jo 
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CHAP. xXXVVI. 

What Uſe the Profeſſors of Religion fooull || * 

"mate of this Goſpel-Glaſs. 4 

4 ND re. to all thy former Sins, do not add G 

1 this great Abomination, that, having had 2 

of the Word, faithfully revealing mam Ir. 


e go away and 
"ſtrait forget what manner of Man thou haſt been. 
Let not Satan tempt thee to quarrel with the En. 
*terprize ; for that the Glaſs is not broad enough to 
ſhew thee all thy Stains and Deſormities: — 
here” are enough, preſented to thy View, to lay 
i thee low enough in Hell without R „Per- 
rs alſo by & n Reaſon thou canſt plead 
ſior one or two Particulars, or bring it under De- 
batte, whether they are Stains or not? Vet know 
nere are Spots, ionable diſcovered, 
and ſuch as are not the Spots of Gop's Children. 
But wouldft thou improve t is (or any other ſuch) 
"Glaſs-for the good of thy Soul? Let Gop' Ho- 
-mour, and thy precious Soul's everlaſting Welfare 
perſuade —— in Meekneſs and h 
miez e Counſels. 
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only, and fo go away: Be not contented with ſlight - | 
Apprehenſions ; but muſe, that the Fire may burn: N 


Conſider how oft in the Bill of Attainder, thy Con- 
ſcience tells thee thou art ew O] ponder theſe 
Things in thine Heart; recoil upon thyſelf : Let 
the Lox o hear thee crying out what have I done? 
How have I provoked theLotw? By Meditation 
* retain the Memory ef thy Sins, with all their Ag- 
pravations, as much as thou canſt: Set paſt Sins 
in preſent View, and poſſeſs the Sins of thy Youth, 
as if they were juſt now committed: Now track 
the Abominations of your Lives: Charge this Du- 
upon thine owa Soul, as that which muſt be 
hes as thou wilt anſwer it at thy Peril before 
Gop and his Angels. Perhaps hitherto you have for- 
got your corrupt Lives, and Hearts, as you have 
your natural Faces forthwith ; but let it be ſo no 
more for Chris Sake. Conſider not how ' 
many of theſe Sins you have been guilty of; but 
hew Frequently, and for how many Days, or 
Years, thou haft lived in ſome of theſe Abomina- 
tions, in the ſame Sin; t h thou 
kaeweſt it to be a Sin, and haſt prayed and reſol- 
ved againſt it: And becauſe the Particulars may 
ſem little Sins (though in Truth there is no little 
din; becauſe there is no little GoD, and Sins have 
their Aggravations from the Perſon, who is affron- | 
ted) ms booth it is with Sin, as it is with Stones, 
you may carry this Stone and that Stone without | 
Trouble ; but when many little Stones are heaped” | 
tozether, they became weighty and heavy to bear : | 
Therefore I adviſe that by ſerious Meditation you 
ſum them up jointly, till your Hearts be broken, | 
and you take up I. of the Prophet, 345 
Sins are paſſed over ad, they are become tos 
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15 .avy for me to bear: Reflect not only on thy Pride, / 
old and areleſſneſs, and other partic lar Mis : * 


254 MA Goſpel-Glaſs + Or; 
dut put all into one main Sum, that it m 
thy Heart. 


2. AWAY now, and preſent thyſelf before the 


great and holy Gon, whom thou haſt provoked by 
theſe, by all theſe great Abominations, and upon 
thy Knees give Glory to Him by confefling to Him 
as many of thy Sins, as thou canſt remember, 
with all their aggravating Circumſtances: It is the 
ſame Advice, Jeſbua gave to Acban, tell Gon 
what thou haſt done, add what thou haſt leſt un- 


done, hide it not from Him: Confeſs to Gop all 


thy low unworthy Thoughts of Him, all thy Eomi- 


ty againſt, Him, bis Laws, and People. Go, and 


confeſs what Envy, what Malice, what Rancour 
hath lain in thy Heart againſt thy Neighbour ; 
Confeſs to the Lox D how oft thou haſt ſpoke Evil 


of Dignities, of the Favourites of Heaven, of the 


Sens and Daughters of the moſt High. Many 
Times thou haſt boaſted with the Phariſee, what 
Sins thou haſt not been guilty of: Now confeſs 
what thou haſt been guilty of. I know thou art 
Jath to bring it forth, thou thinkeſt it will be a 
Shame to thee; but let me tell thee, it is a Shame 
that thou art guilty of ſo much Sin; but it is no 
Shame to acknowledge it. Only in your Confeſſi- 
ons take this Advice. Set your Sins in Order: 
Enumerate the ſeveral Sins you have been guilty 
Of, and though every Thought and Act of Sin is 
not poſſible to be cited; pot give Diligence to find 


out as many as thou canſt, and ſpread them before 


. £ * 
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BRING forth eſpecially that Sin or Sins, which 
are thy ſpecial Sins, whereby thau haſt moſt pro- 
voked Gop.. David gave a Touch at all his Sins 
in the Beginning of his penitential Pſalm; but his 


Adultery and Blood - guiltineſs lay moſt upon — 


ay ſtoop 


a 


* 
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and he is never at Eaſe, till he hath confeſſed 


them. 


Bs ſure en that, upon a Review of this, or 


any better Catalogue, thou cry unto thy Heart, as 


Samuel to Feſſc, Are here all thy Cbilaren? Are 


here all thy Sins ? He that doth not confeſs a Sin, 
hath a Mind to commit that Sin again. But 
certainly it is extreme Folly to impoſe upon Gop 
for He knows every Thought of thy Heart, yea 
He knows thy Thoughts before thou knoweſt them: 
He knew what Thought //rael would have in the 


Wilderneſs. I meet with many who will confefs 
ſuch Sins as ate moſt in Faſhion, viz. their Dul- 
neſs under Ordinances, their Formality, their vain 
Thoughts in Duty, but when did you hear them 
conſeſſing their Envy at the Gifts, Graces and 


Previleges of their Brethren. 


Bring forth the aggravating Circumſtances, 


and lay them before the LoRD. Some confeſs Sin, 
but their Confeſſions are accompanied with ſtrange 


Excuſes and Extenuations, v1z. it was done through 
the Inſtigation of the Devil, it was done inconſi - 


derately. Such are not for ſhaming themſelves be- 


fore the Lox D; but like Lawyers, plead as well 
as they can for a bad Cauſe. Avoid all extenua- 
ting Confeſſions: Lay not thy own' Sins upon the 
Devil, leſt thy Account ſwell even for wronging 


Satan, when indeed thou waſt inticed and drawn 
aſide by thy own Luſt. Beware of this Folly; for 


2 that extenuating Sin aggravates it before the 
ORD. | n 


La r thy Confeſſion be ingenuous and free. 


Sometimes Conſcience, like an over- charged Sto- 

mach, doth ſo over-preſs Men, that they cannot 
hold, but muſt out * their Uncleanneſs. Thus 
6 EXE "7 2 


it 
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it is eſpecially when the Horrors of Death have 
compaſſed them round. This Confeſſion of Sin 
33 not from Hatred of Sin, but from Fear of 
Puniſhment: They hope if they confeſs Sin, any 
Way, they ſhall obtain Mercy, and this makes 
many throw up what otherwiſe they would hide 
tor Ever. I know what you will do upon peruſing 
this ſad Catalogue, if Gon do not ſanctify the Book 
- unto you: You will confeſs Sin, but not your own: 
Tou will fall a Cenſuring the Perſon or Party you 
do not love, crying out how guilty are ſuch and 
ſuch before the Loxp ? How is Go diſhonoured 
ky them? How doth Religion ſuffer by them! 
Lea, but how much hath Gop's Name ſuffer- 
ed dy thy Lightneſs, Pride, Senſuality, Back- 
liding ? G1 run with Tears, and confeſs all thine 
- ©wn Sins before Gor. Goy requires it, Only ne- 
knowledge thine Jniquity, that thou haft tranſgreſſed 
egainft the LoRD thy Gop: And Gop tells you it 
is a Means to obtain Remiffion, If ye confeſs your 
Sins He is faithful and juſ to forgive. If you had 
rather be damned then be ſhamed, t hou Joveſt thy 
Name better than thy Soul: The Lons be mer- 
eiſul to thee, or elſe tha wilt loſe both, when 
- Chrift ſhall come to judge the Earth; for then 
.| whatſoever is hid ſhall be publiſhed. 2 


Lr r your Confeflion be frequent, yea conſtant, 
at leaſt till Gop hath done away thy Sin. It may 
be you may fear your Heart, is ſo hard, that you 

ſhall but fin by a formal dull Conſeſſion, or Enu- 
- meration of your Sins; but yet do it as well as thou 
canſt, and if thy Heart be hard, go, and complain 
of it to Gos, and beg Him to take away the Heart 
of Stone: Let the Sight of this Hardnefs drive thee 
the ſooner and the oftner to the "Throne of Grace, 
and there lie before the Lox, till He cleave the 
Rock, that the Waters guſh out. | 
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3. LaBouR to get your Hearts broken for all your 
Rebellions againſt Gon, for all the Imputities of 
our Hearts and Lives. God. hath been exceed- 
ingly diſhonoured by Falſhood, breaking of Vows, 
Backbiting, Murmuring, neglect of his Worthip.. 
Should we then make Mirth ? Have not we great 
Cauſe, even more Cauſe than ever People had, to 
Tremble, not only at. the dreadful Judgments of 
Gop, that hangs over our Heads, but the Helliſh 
Impieties, that ſwarm in our Hearts? View not 
only this imperfect Catalogue, but look from Ge- 
neſis to the Revelation, and whatever Filthineſs was 
found in Men or Kingdoms, may be found upon 
our Skirts: And ſhall not we refuſe to be comfort- 
od? Shall not we lie proſtrate before Gop, and 


weep till we can weep no more ? Tremble O 

Heart! under all theſe Provoeations: And let your 
Hearts be as the Leaves of a Tree that is ſhaken 
by the Whirlwind, What ſo many helliſh Luſts 
to ſwarm in thy Heart? What guilty of ſo many 


Iniquities againſt the God of Heaven, and yet thou 
ſecure, light, and vain? If I did not know what a 


Stone I have within, I ſhould wonder all-the Daz 
long, how it is poſſible we can ſtand under fo Zens þ 


Guilt without Shrieks, Cries and Lamentations: I 
ſhould wonder how you cat, and drink and fleep,. 
how you can laugh or ſing, whilſt God is ſo pro- 


voked. Can I think that Man lives, who is not 


moved by the Weight of a Mountain on his Back? 
Thou haſt that which is heavier than Mountains 


of Lead upon thy Soul, and yet thou hardly feeleſt 
it: Thou doſt e under that, which drew: 


not only Tears of ater, but of Blood, from the 
Eyes and Veins of Jeſus Chrift. I wonder how you: 


can call Gop, Father, or Chriſt, Redeemer, whilſt 


you have ſo little Love to Him, and whilſt you 


were never pricked at the Heart, for all the Injuries 
that. you and others hay. done Him : Whom you 


T love,. 
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Jove, you are troubled for, if he be injured; by 
yourſelves or others : But where is your Trouble 

or your own or other Mens Sins? e 


How can you Trade with ſo much Guilt upon 
you? You have had your Pleas for your Covetouf- 
neſs, and inordinate Affections to the World, that 
Gop bids you provide for your oton : But what 
thinkeſt thou of thy Soul? Is that no Part of your 
own? O! provide for thy Soul: Thy Soul cannot 
be ſafe whilſt ſtained with ſo many Impurities, 
which were never mourned over to this Day. 
O! let Sorrow enter into the very Inwards of 
thy Heart, and let the inſupportable Preffures of 
Sin fink thy very Soul: Mourn as the tender Mo- 
ther for her only Son: Be in Bitterneſs, ſo as thou 
canſt not reliſh thoſe Things, which thou haſt hi- 
therto followed with ſo much Eagernefs : Let the 
Loathſomeneſs of thy Sins be continually before 
thine Eyes : So it was with repenting David, My 
Sin is ever before me. In order to he promoting 
of this godly Sorrow, I importune thee, with the 
higheſt ner I can, that thou ſeparate ſome ex- 
traordinary Time to humble thyſelf, by Faſting 
and Prayer, that Gop would give thee Repentance, 
for thine own and other 'Mens Sins: Perhaps to 
this Day thou haſt never obſerved one in order to 
the getting of a broken Heart. O that I could now 
il with thee, for this is the Means, that Gop 

3 bleft again and again: On ſuch Days Gon 
hath ſoftned many an Heart, and caft out the De- 
vil of Security and Hardneſs, which could not be 
caſt out in ordinary Times of waiting upon Gov: 
Let thy main Requeſt on that Day be for a decp 
Conſideration of all thy Sins, with their feveral 


/ bs. nu 
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break through all Buſineſs and Impediments, and 
retire, and fall down at the Foot-ſtool of Gov, 
more ſolemnly, than ever you did: If you are, by 
the Conſideration of your Provocations, humbled - 
in the Duſt, be fare to keep Conſcience tender; 
Let not your Convictions dic, ſtrike again and a- 


gain, ſoute on the Thigh again and again, whilft 


the Iron is Hot : This Fire may be kept alive, by 
bringing new Fuel to it. Labour exquiſitely to 
afflict your Souls, that you ſhould be ſo fooliſh, ſo. 
vile; as under Chris Lavery; to commit {6 great 
Abominations. Take Words, and ſuy, O the 
Light that I have abuſed! O the Means of Grace 
that I have ſlighted! O the little Service that I have 
done to Chriff, O the many Di ſervices! Let 

theſe Fhings cut, and afffict, and humble thy Soul 
exceedingly from Morning to Evening, and from. 
orning, till Gop be pacified towards. 


— — 
thee: re leſt the Motions of a+ lazy Heart 


cauſe thee to deſiſt ſooner. A Patient that hath had 
a long Diſeaſe, muſt continue in the Uſe of the 
Preſcriptions, till it is throughly cur.. 


4. Lr your Sorrow be accompanied with Deteſta- 
tian. See all your Sins, and loath them-and:your= 
ſelves too. — Sin have we confeſſed, 
which yet we have ſecretly hugged in our Hearts 
Labour to have your Hearts rife againſt your Pride, 
Hypocriſy, Anger. Hate Sin, not only for Hell, 
but as Hell; yea hate yourfelves for your Sins; yea 
hate yourſelves, that you can Hate your Sins no 
more. O that my Hatred of my Luſts might be 
greater than ever my Love was unto them] La- 
bour for ſuch Sorrow as David had, when he was 
wounded in his Heart for Sim; though Nathan told 
him his Sin was forgiven, yet he continued his 
Sorrow for his great Tranſgreſſions: Labour, I 
beſeech you; for Tears of Hatred and * | 
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be greatly diſcleates.. with yourſelves, becauſe you 
have ſo el and —— e God, 
and ventured: your eternal Undoing 2 if yet 
thine Eyes wy not like the Fiſh-ponds of Fleſbon 
for thy Ties, take Words, and = Ar hl (39D 
thine Hardneſs. of Heart, that thou ſhouldſt ſo 
grievouſly offend and provoke ſo good, ſo gracious 
a' Gon, and that notwithſtanding thine pope 


thould remain un becken. WEE 


5. Let * be added hearty Bris to God, 
* of all theſs and all other Abominations. E 
forgives him, that ſcorns to ſue for Remiſhon ? 
Here is your Work in this Day: The Devil and 


a falſe will pu -- Av vga —— Work; but 
this is your preſent Work: O] do not leave the 


Work that Gop ſets you about. I know it is 


your Duty to provide for the Bodies of your Chil- 
dren; but conſider the Danger of thy Soul, and 
give the Loxd no Reſt till He hath blotted out. 
all thy Sin, and thou art aſſured. that He will re- 
member it no more... Comfort not thyſelf with 
the Free Grace and Mercy of Gop; whilſt thou 
neglecteſt to cry to Gop for Grace and Mercy. 
He will be ſought unto by the Houſe of Iſracl. Prize 
Condition, that thou art alive to pray: (thou 
mighteſt have been in Hell, there to howl for e- 


Seek in Time, before it be too late: And 


if ow doubteſt whether thou haſt an Intereſt in 


Chrift and the Promiſes, becauſe of thy Tran(- 
_—_— yet remember the gracious Words that 

I from the Mouth of Chri/t to the Samari- 
tan: If thou didft now: the Gift of Gop, this 
have aſted, and He would bave given thet 


Bving Water. Though thoy art unworthy of 


Children? s Bread, and haſt deſerved to be caſt forth 


| among. the Dogs. yet thou. haſt. to. do with : 


bountiſul 


ver e ever). Seek the Loxp, whilft He may be 
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donntiful and merciful Loxp; and therefore be 
not caſt down, ſo as to be diſcouraged from wait- 
ing on the Lokn; Rather ſay, Loan, I am 
unworthy to be che Object of 15 Mercy, unwor- 
thy to live, becauſe Thou didſt call, and I did not 
hear, therefore if I call, Thou mayſt juſtly turn 
me off in thy Fury: Thou mighteſt anſwer me by 
terrible Things in thy Righteouſneſs: But deal 
not with me according to my ; ers 5 O! make 
me the great Inſtance of the Power of thy Grace: 
t thy Mercy in Pardoning be great, exceeding 
great, OG“! "> e 


Do not delay th fer ot thy Pardon: Away 


quickly to the Throne of Grace. There is Dan- 
ger in Delays, left your Senſe of Sin and Sorrow 

r it vaniſh and decay: Blow up the Sparks of 
Grace, leſt they go out and die again: Take the 
firſt Advantages of the Grace of Gon. Haſt thou 
an Inclination to humble thyſelf, to pray, to ſeek 
Gop's Face? Improve it quickly, leſt the Wrath 


of Gop break forth upon thee. Do not you know 


that you have loſt the Senſe of the Love of Gon? 
But have you alſo loſt all Senſe of Gop's Wrath ? 
Do not you wonder you eſcape? That you are yet 
alive? That you are not free among the Dead ? 
Will you, dare you go on in your Hardneſs of 
Heart? Will you treaſure up Wrath againſi the Day 
of Wrath? O] Gop forbid. Lay by the World, 
thy falſe Friend, thy treacherous Jaab, that hath 
ſmitten to the Earth, with its Kiſſes, and its 
Smiles. Here is a Buſineſs on which thy Life, the 
Life of thy precious Soul depends. Prepare to meet 
thh Gop: Wrath is gone out from the Lox, 
how], weep, cry, it may be you ſhall be hid in the 
Day of the Loxp'r Wrath, it may be your Sins 
ſhall be forgiven. Though the Law be a Look» 


ing-Glaſs, to ſhew you your Spots; yet it cannat 
« $M 25; | cleanſe 
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cleanſe you: It is the Goſpel alone 1 pardons. 
"_ tuandering Sheep, to the N 
your Souls: Great Hei is in Love to his Flock 
Bach laid down his Life for you, He hath purchaſed 
vou with his own Blood. Nathax's Parable of 
the Ewe-Lamb is moſt true of Chriſt and his be- 
loved Flock: He hath nouriſhed you be; and He 
3s — to lay you in his Boſom, View your 
Surety this Day. He came under an Arreſt 
you, He hath diſcharged the Debt of all that 
come by Faith to Him. He was delivered for our 
Offences, and was raiſed again for our 75 cation, 
If there be Repentance towards God, let there be 
Faith towards the Lord Feſus Cbriſt. If He hath 
given you the Fore-runner, you have his Pledge 
that He will forgive you. Do not ſay, GoD hear- 
- not Sinners, whilſt there is 4 Fountain wee 
. . or Uncleanneſs. All thy Sins cannot ſhut 
z becaſe iti opened 0 waſh ary Sin, | 


6. App te Supplication, Reſo/ution. How can you el 
pardon your own Child, that will not promiſe to fl ;j 
— ſono more? Let it be the Purpoſe of your Heart, b. 

let Meditation no more, to keep up Bitter- 

neſs among Chriſtians no more, Enter into an 
holy Vow againſt your Sins. Be a thorough Pro- 
teſtant; x proteſt a inf the: World, the Fleſh, and 
the Beril. It will be thus if your Hearts be through- 
ly humbled for your Sins, — inflamed againſt 
them. O! fay, what have # to de with Idols any 

more? O that you were refolute! Come Life, come 
Death, come Heaven, come Hell; yet I will change 
my Courſe: I will net (through God's Grace help- 
ing me) do as I have done, omit as F have omitted. 
If you are not very peremptory to reſiſt Satan and 
Sin, not to yield unto Temptation, you encourage 
the Enemy to tempt you. That Woman is in 
Danger of new Solicitations to Uncleanneſs, who 


. doth 


a Call to Repentance. 263 


doth not reſolutely bid Defiance to the firſt Temp- 
tation. Perhaps you wonder, that after ſo many 
Prayers, your vin ſtill prevails: «* But know (faith 
„ one) Sin will be your Conqueror, if you be not 
« reſolved to be its Enemy.“ Till Reſolution a- 
gainſt all Sin be wrought in you, Gop will hate 
| all your Prayers for the Pardon of your Sins. He 
hath a Forehead of Braſs, that dares go in before 
Gop, and fay: © O LorDy! T beſcech Thee to 
pardon my Worldlinefs, and Earthly-mindedneſs; 
far ] am not yet reſolved to be Heavenly-minded- 
O Loxp, pardon my Envy, and I truſt Thou wilt 
do it; for Tam yet unreſolved to part from it: Par- 
don my Rebellions; for I am not yet reſolved whe- 
ther J thall ceaſe to be a Rebel.“ Believe it, whilſt 
you do not reſolve to hate Sin, it is a 2 


wn Fo 7 5 


you have not a Spiritual Knowledge of its Evil ; 
at Did you in the 1 of the Spirit ſee Sin in its 
LNature, and in its bitter Effects; did you ſee ita 
- WI utterly inconſiſtent with all rea! Happineſs, and as 
0 the unavoidable Pretipice into eternal Damnation, 

to this would make you hate Sin, and be irreconcila» / 


I 
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an Bur here 1 muſt give this Caution, that yu 

0- I raiſe not your Reſolutiont dn your own Strength,” + 

ad When you bind youre by a Vow againſt ſuch a 

in, take Chri/? into the Bond to be Surety for y 

alt I to give you Help and Strength to perform in the 

Hour of Temptation. And then make Haſte, 

nc Friends; your Sands run faſt, and no Stop is put to 

8e them: You may not expect that the Shadow will go 

P- IN backward ten Degrees, it may rather go forward: 

d. vou mia hardly have one Hour's Warning before 

nd you * remove hence: How ſuddenly hath Gop 

ge cut down the Cedars and the Thiſtles amongſt us? 

in i O! in that Day it will be as ſcalding Lead to oy | 
5 N * t at 
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that Death and Judgment ſurprized thee, when 


thou hadſt not ſo much as reſolved to leave thy Re- 


bellions againſt thy Gon. 


7. Sem. what becomes of your Reſolutions: Hou 


they are made good. Thou haſt purpoſed not to of- 
fend; yea covenanted with thy Gop for better O- 
bedience; yea thou haſt ſworn te keep bis righteous 
ments. But haſt thou dealt uprightly with thy 
on? Be not ſatisfied with Purpoſes and Reſolu- 
tions; but look to the Performance. Bleſſed are ye 
„ _— Vols all the Sins mou "_ been convinced 

engaged nit, now put away: 
If there be no more Pride, Covetouſneſs, — . 
tion, Self- ſeeking, returning with ſeven worſe Devils 


upon you. I pray Gon we may ſec ſome real and 


permanent of all your Confeſſions, Sorrows, 
and Reſolves. How would it rejoice my Soul, to 
ſee.an effcQual Alteration in your Faces, and Lives, 
and Converſations? How ſhalt I bleſs Gon for 
eyer, if by ſeeing Fur Faces in this imperfect 
Glaſs, you be transformed into new Obedience 
Among all the Sights in the World, none is ſadder 
than to ſee Multitudes, that had their Faces Zion- 
wards, now facing about to the Vanities of the 
Gentiles. - O! how glorious, how defirable a Sight 


will it be to ſee theſe returning with Weeping and 


Supplication? 
| e. 
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Metives to make ſuch Uſe thereof. 


ND now to haſten to a Concluſion: O that 
A it would pleaſe Gop to make my Words as 
an Hammer, to break the Rocks! O that ſome- 
what may be hinted, that may through the Bleſ- 
ſing of Gop, break your Hearts for, and from Sin! 
That may promote your Repentance for your own 
and other Mens Sins! And indeed, unleſs your 
Hearts be broken for Sin, they will never be broken 
from Sin: But the more Bitterneſs of Spirit you 
are in for Sin, the more Probability there is you 
will not return to it. That is certain, either a 
Man's Sin will make an End of his Mourning, or 
his Mourning will make an End of his Sin. Vea, 


if your Hearts be not broken for other Mens Sins, 


they are not kindly broken for your. own Sins. 
The Truth is, the Sins of others become thine if 
thou knoweſt them, and mourneſt not for them. 
Conſider therefore, by the Help of this Glaſs, their 
Sins as well as thine own, to help on thy Broken- 
neſs of Heart for and from Sin. Behold (with Da- 
vid) the Tranſgreſſors, and be grieved ; becauſe they 
keep not Govr's Word. How can you evidence, 
that you are tranſlated fram Death to. Life, becauſe 
you love the Brethren, whillt you are not troubled" 
to ſee them wounding and damning their Souls? 
You are grieved to ſee any Friends of yours in 
Danger by Sword, by Sickneſs, by Fire; but the» 
Souls of your Friends are in the greateſt Danger, 
yet oo lament not the Sight of theſe deplorable / 
Vol. XXXIII. Spectacles 
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{ 
Spectacles. But to lay before you ſome Conſi- 
derations, that may (ſet Home by the Spirit) draw 


Water out of the Flint. | 
1. SHOULD not 


all you do and ſuffer for GoD is abominable in his 
Sight? Hardneſs of Heart is like a Leproſy, that 
makes all to ſhun a Man: If you had ſuch a 
Diſeaſe that all would abhor you, would it not 


humble you to the very Duſt? Your Impenitency 


makes you neither fit Company for Gop, nor his 
People: You are loathſome in the Sight of both, 
whilſt you areunder ſo much Guilt, and yet inſen- 
fible of it. A tender broken-hearted Chriſtian is 
lovely in God's, and his Peoples Eyes; but how 
ugly a Sight is it to ſee a daring, bold, inſenſible 
Sinner, perſiſting in a Courſe of Sin, without Re- 
pentance? If the Wicked turn from all his Sins that 
he hath commutted, and xe all my Statutes; in his 
Righteouſneſs that he hath done ſhall he live. But 
when the Righteous turneth away from his Righteo:ſ- 
neſs, and committeth Iniquity, and doth according to 
all the Abominations that the wicked Man doth, ſhall 
he live? All bis Righteouſneſs that be hath done ſhall 
not be mentioned. And is it nothing to you 7 1% 
the Things you have wrought ? Is it nothing to fi- 
fer,” and to ſuffer ſo-many Things in vain & 


2. SHOULD not your Hearts be broken for and 


from your Sins, fering ſo ſong as are impenitent 
Gon doth not only loath your Sake, but He cannot 


take any Delight im your Perſons; yea, you cannot be 
reſtored to bis Love and Favour? Without Repen- 
tance there is no Remiſſion: 
and be cunuerted, that your Sins may be blotted out. 


Repent ye thyrefore, 
What] have you no Mind to be forgiven ? Have 


you no Will to be-at Peace with Gop, and to be. 


4 : 4 reſtored 


Hearts be broken for and 
from your Sins, fer fo long as you are impenitent, 


2 Call to Repentance, 267 
reſtored to his Love and Favour? Are you content 
that all theſe, and innumerable Sins more, ſhould 
be charged upon your Account? O then! beg of 
GoD to break your Hearts for and from your Sins. 
A broken Veſſel, a broken Heart, will hold beſt 
the Oil of Mercy. The Sacrifices of GoD are a 
broken Spirit: A broken and a contrite Heart, O 
Gop, T bou wilt not deſpiſe. 


F Laftly, SHOULD not your Hearts be broken for 
and from your Sins, even by what may be ſeen m this 
Glaſs; ſeeing now Gop gives you not only Time to 
repent,- but an Opportunity of Repentance, and ſuch 
an one, as if you neglect it, you may never have the 
like again? When Time and the Means are 
„married and lodged together, (faith one) they 
© beget Opportunity.” Now Time and Means 
meet together, to effect your Repentance, If this 
Opportunity be loſt, you may never have another: 
And if you ſhould never have any other, your Cafe 
is deſperate, Opportunities cannot be prayed or 
t back again. In Goy's Opportunity it is an 


eaſy Thing to repent ; but if this Opportunity 


ſhould be loſt by you, it may be impoſſible for yon 


to repent, Gop may juſtly give you up to Judicial 


Impenitency. It may doth now by this 
Treatiſe ſpeak Home unto thy Soul; now it may 
be God warms thy Heart; now it may be Gop 

works in thee Thoughts and Defires; now 
is thy Day of Grace: But if thou let this Day paſs, 


thou mayſt defire to have one of the Drops of that 


Blood that hath been offered to thee, and yet ne- 
ver have it: Thou mayſt defire to feel one Drop 
of his Spirit, that hath knocked at thy Heart; and 


5. go without it: Thou mayſt entreat for one 


Dram of that Mercy that hath been offeted, and 
thou haſt rejected; but it ſhall never be granted 
to thee: Gop may clap that fearful Sentence upon 
ws "= thee, 


268 4 Goſpel-Glaſs: Or, 


thee, New henceforth never grow Fruit more on thees 
never Repentance come into thine Heart more, 
If now thou wilt not repent and be converted, the 
Lord may ſet it down in his Decree, that from 
this Day forward thou mayſt never get Victory 
-over thy Sins; thou mayſt ever be mourning for 
thy Corruptions, but never mourn aright for them; 
thou mayſt blunder about Repentance, but never 
do the Work. Yeu ſhall not mourn, ner weep ; but 
you ſhall pine away in your Iniquities. There is ma- 
ny a Soul, for contemning Gon, and not taking 
Repentance while he may have it, upon whom 
this Plague of Gop is come, that they are ever 
repenting, but never able to repent; ever poring 
upon their Sins, but never able to come out of 
them; they pray and pray againſt them, but their 
Prayers moulder away under them; for they ll 
Dine away for their Tranſgreffions. What is the 
>. Reaſon? Why? Becauſe I would bave purged thee, 
and thou waſt not purged, theu ſhalt not be purged 
any mere. May not Gop ſay to thee thus? Be- 
cauſe I have given thee Line upon Line, Precept 
-vpon Precept, Call upon Call, not only outward 
but inward Calls, Ordinance upon Ordinance, 
Providence upon Providence, Book upon Book, 
Motion upon Motion: Becauſe I have uſed all 
Means, fair Means and foul Means; I have plain- 
Jy ſhewed thee thy Sins, by my Word and Rod, 
and by this Glaſs ; I have awakened thy Con- 
Keience, and ſtirred up good Deſires in thee : Be- 
[auſe I would have cleanſed thee, and thou waſt not 
2 thou ſhalt never be 1 Is not this 2 
_ fearful Sentence? Alas! thy Heart is very hard, 
and thy Conſcience very much ſeared, if the read- 

ing hereof doth not make thee quake and tremble. 
What ſhall I ſay? Now is the Axe laid to the Root 
the Tree. Thine Opportunity is now: If thou 
paſs by this Now, thou art gone, for ought ] on 
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a Call to Repentance. 269 
tell, for ever. O] negleQ not this preſent Now, 
leſt thou be cut off for ever. Thou art in Danger 
of being preſently cut down, if thou doſt not pre- 
ſently repent. Every Tree which bringeth not forth 
(at the preſent) good Fruit, is hewn down, and caſt 
into the Fire, I ſhall conclude with the Words of 
the Apoſtle : The Earth, which drinketh in the Rain 
that cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth Herbs 
meet for them by whom it is dreſſed, raceiued Bleſſing 
from Gop: But that which bearath Thorns and 
Briars, 1s rejected, and is nigh unto Curſing, whoſe 
End is to be burned. But, Beloved, we are per- 
ſuaded better Things of you, and Things that accom- 
pany Salvation, (ſuch a Repentance as cannot be 
ſe from Salvation) though we thus ſpeak : 
Yea therefore we thus write. 


The End of the GospEx-GI Ass. 
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T Unmger Am minus ſolus, quam. cum folks : 
N Never leſs alone, than when alone;. 2 
become a very vulgar Say ing. Every Man, 

for theſe ſeventeen hundred Years, has had it in his 
Mouth, But it was as at firſt ſpoken by the excel- 
lent Scipio, who was without Queſtion a moſt elo- 
quent and witty Perſon, as well as one of the moſt 
happy, and the greateſt of Mankind. His Mean- 
ing no doubt was, that he found more Satisfaction 
to his Mind, and more Improvement of it by Solis 
tudg than by Company; and to ſhew that he ſpoke 
Fe not 


274. An Extraft ' from I 


hot this looſely or out of Vanity, after he had "FA 
Rome Miſtreſs of almoſt the whole World, he retir'd 
himſelf from-it by a voluntary Exile, and at a pri- 
vate Houſe in the Middle of a Wood near Linter- 
aum, paſſed the Remainder of his glorious Life no 
leſs gloriouſly. This Houſe Seneca went to fee ſo 
long after with great Veneration, and among other 
Things deſcribes his Baths to have been of ſo mean 
a Gord that now, ſays he, the baſeſt of the 
People would deſpiſe them, and cry out, poor 
Scipio underſtood not how to live. e greateſt 
Part of Men are fo far from the Opinion of that no- 
ble Roman, that if they chance at any Time to be 
without Company, they are like a becalmed Ship, 
never move but by the Wind of other Mens 
Breath, and have no Oars of their own to ſteer 
withall. It is very fantaſtical and contradictory in 
human Nature, that Men ſhould love themſelves 
above all the reſt of the World, and yet never en- 
dure to be with themſelves. When they are in 
Love with a Miſtreſs, allyother Perſons are impor- 
tunate and burdenſome to them. Tecum viver- 
amem, eee b . Ir 0 


Sic ego ferro on bent uruere „be, 


no fit via trita ey 
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ny! & in ſubs tu mihi turba lucis. WS 


© With theefor awT in Woods could vel, 

Where ebe 

* Thou from all Shades the Darkneſs canſt ex Jude, 
2 ben + Defare baniſh Solitude. 3 


bende Self! is faivenrifonis to as, that 
cely ſupport its Converfation for an Hour 


fr Mandi 
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— This is fuch * Temper of 3 
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am as 
as Catullus expreſſes towards one of his Miſtreſſes, 


whom we may ſuppoſe to have been of i a very un- 
fociable Humour. F ” F , 


Odi & Ano, quanim id aden ratione nr 
| Neſio, ſed fiori. ſentio, & cacrucior. | 


I hate, and yet I love thee too; 

How can that be? I know not how; 
Only that ſo it is I know, 

And feel with Torment that tis fo. 


Ir is a deplorable Condition this, and drives a 


avoid himſelf. 


Tut Truth 1 Matter is, kan e 
who is a Fop in the World, is a fit Man to be a- 
lone; nor he who has ſet his Heart upon the World, 
tho' he have never fo much Underſtanding; ſo that 
Solitude can be well fitted and fat right, but upon 
a very few Perſons. They muſt have 

Knowledge of the World to ſee the Vanity of it, 
and enough Virtue to deſpiſe all Vanity; if the 
Mind be poſſeſſed with any Luft or Paſſion, a Man. 
had better x. in à Fair, * id a Wood alone. 


Man ſometimes to * Shifts, in 2 how to 


They may, like petty Thieves, cheat us perhaps, 


and pick our Pockets in the midſt of Company; 
but, like Robbers, they uſe to ſtrip and bind, or 
murder us when they catch us alone. This is — 


to retreat from Men, and fall into the Hands of 


Devils. The firſt Work therefore that a Man muſt 


do to make himſelf capable of the Good of Solitude, 


is, the very Eradication of all Luſts; ſor ho is it 
poſhble for a Man to enjoy himſelf while his Aﬀec- 
tions are tied to Things without himſelf? In the 
ſecond Place, he muft learn ta think. Now be- 
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Obſervation furniſhed with ſufficient Materials to 
work upon; it is neceſſary for it to have Recourſe 


to Books for freſh Supplies, ſo Life will grow indi- 


gent, and be ready to ftarve without them ; but 


with them, inſtead of being wearied with the 


Length of any Day, we ſhall only complain of the 


Shortneſs of our whole Life. 


9 Stulta lago, Sapienti brevis ! * 
O Life, long to the Fool, more to be Wiſe! 
Tur firſt Miniſter of State has not ſo much Bu- 


 Fneſs in publick, as a wiſe Man has in private; if 
the one have little Leiſure to be alone, the other 
has leſs Leiſure to be in Company; the one has but 


Part of the Affairs of one Nation, the other all the 
Works of Gop and Nature under Conſideration. 
There is no Saying ſhocks me ſo much as that which 
J hear very often, That a Man does not know how 

to paſs his Fime. | It would have been but ill ſpoken 


by Methyſalem, in the nine hundred and ſixty ninth 


Vear of his Age. So far it is from us, wha; have 


not Time enough to attain to the Perfection of 


any Part of any Science, to have Cauſe to complain 
that we are forced to be idle for Want of Work. 
But this you will ſay is only Work for the Learned, 


|  othersare not capable either of the Employ ments or 


Divertiſements that arrive from Letters; I know 
are not, and therefore cannot recommend ſuch 


n r oe a e totally rwe ; 


let 5 . 
| p Hall, old Patrician Trees, fo great and god! 
= ft "Hail, ye Plebeian —— 
Where the poetick Birds rejoice, 
. for their quiet Neſts, and — F 09d, 
2 5 with their grateful Voice.” 3 
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He'll feel the Weight of 't many a 
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the Sicur de Montagn ) let us have our Revenge 

by railing at it: This he ſpoke but in Jeſt. | 
believe he deſired it no more than I do, and had 
leſs Reaſon, for he enjoyed fo plentiful a Fortune 
in a moſt excellent Country, as allowed him all the 
Teal Convenientes of it, ſepatated from the Ineom- 
modities. Tf I were but in his Condition, I ſhould 
think it hard Meaſure, without being convinced of 
any Crime, to be ſequeſtered from it, and made 
one of the principal Officers of State. But the 
Reader may think that what I now ſay, is of ſmall 
Authority, becauſe I never was, nor ever ſhall be 


| 1 i vo $4.3 (337 {4 ; Wh 4 "I 571404 
goo we canbot attain to Greatneſs, (ſy: 


put to the Trial? I can thereforg*only make my 
Proteftation, 07 EY _S 
r 5 


If e er Ambition did my Fancy cheat, 
With any Wiſh, fo mean as to be great, 
Continue, Heaven, ſtill from me to remove 
The humble Bleſſings of that Life I love. 


OE Ew very many Men will deffiſe;* and fore 
pity me, for this Humour, as a poor-ſpirited Fel- 
ow; but Pm content, and like Horace, thank GoD 

for being ſo. Dii bene pores inopis me quodgut 
puſilli fnxerunt animi. I confeſs, I love Littlenc* 
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Mr. Cowley's Essavs. 279: 
atmoſt in all Things. A little convepient Eſtate, 
4 little chearful _—_ a little eee and a» 
EK! TAI 8 Rn 


Ml 1 


"How "tedious . this 1 if v we were always 
bound to be great. I believe there is no King, who 
would not rather be depoſed, than endure every 
Day of his Reign all the Ceremonies of his Corona 
tion. The mightieſt Princes are glad to fly often, 
from theſe majeſtick Pleaſures (which is, methinks, 
no ſmall Diſparagement to them) as it were for 
Refuge, to the moſt contemptible Divertiſements, 
and meaneſt Recreations of the Vulgar, nay, even, 
of Children. One of the moſt powerful and fortu- 
nate Princes of the World, of late, could find out 
— ſo ſatisfactory, as the keeping of little 
ſinging Birds, and hearing of them, and whiſtling 
to — What did — Emperors of the hots 
World ?. * 1 any cp — free and full hes 
oyment of all human Greatne 
— ſuffice, for they would. be . FOE a r- 
tainly it: And yet one of them, ho — 2 
himſelf Lord and God, of the Earth, could not tell 
how to ＋ his whole Day: pleaſantiy, — — 
onſtantly two ot three * 


a Bodki 
Godſhip had been Beetzebub. One of his —— 
0 


— {who never put any Bounds, nor 
any Stop to his Appetite), could. divert himſ 
no Paſtime more agreeable, than to run ab 
dtreetz all Night in a Hiſguiſe, and abuſe 2 
men, and ,aftront / the Men whom he 


by them: This was one of his ad 0. Gt 
His chiefeſt in the Day,, was to ſi 

a Fiddle, in the Habit ot a Minſtre ay an ee 

lick Stage; he was, prouder of the Garlands 2 


4691 1 


it) in thoſe Kind of Prizes, than all his Forefathert 
were of their Triumphs over Nations: He did not 
at his Death complain, that ſo mighty an Emperor, 
and the laſt of the Cæſarian Race of Deities, ſhould 
be brought to ſo ſhameful and miſerable an End, 
but only cry'd out, Alas, what Pity it is that fo 
excellent a Mufician ſhould periſh in this Manner! 
His Uncle Claudius ſpent half his Time at playing 
#t Dice, that was a main Fruit of his Sovereignty. 
F omit the Madneſſes of Caligula's Delights, and 
the execrable Sordidnefs of thoſe © of Ti — Would 


one think that Augiſus himſelf, the higheſt and 


moſt fortunate of Mankind, a Perſon endowed too 
with excellent Parts, ſhould be fo hard put to it 
ſometimes for Want of Recreations, as to be found 
playing at Nuts and bounding one with: _ 


Mien and Mooriſh Boys? | 


Was it for this chat his — 
eee Cæſar firſt, and after eve? 
reatneſs is barren ſure of ſolid Joys; 
er Merchandize (I fear) is all in n Venn 

4 | She could not elſe Hure for uncivitibeg 0s 11. 
2 0. treat his . 
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e e founing ona, ant Bay. | 
© "Bb" we mult excuſe her for this meager Enter- 
Gitiment," ſhe has not really wherewithal to make 
fuch Feaſts as we i her Gueſts muſt be con- 
tented ſometimes with but ſlender Cates, and 
with the ſame cold Meats ſerved over and over a 
in, even till they become nauſeous. When you 
245 away all the Vanity, what ſolid Content - 
reel does there remain,” which may not be had 
with a ſmall Fortune ? Not ſo Servants or 
ot ſes; but a few good ones, which will do all the 


as well: Not ſo many Diſhes at every 
* Meal; 
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new. created Deity, Nein: gnibeogt 
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Meal z but at ſeveral Meuls, which mules them 


both more healthful, and more pleaſant Not ſo 
rich Garments, nor ſo frequent Changes * but as 
warm and as comely, and ſo frequent Change too, 
as is every Jot as * for. the Maſter, though not 
for the Taylor: Not ſuch a ſtately Palace, nor gilt 
Rooms, or 2 coftlief Sorts of Tapeſtiy; but a con- 
venient Houſe, with decent Wainſcot. Laſtly, 
{for I omit all other Particulars, and will end with 
that which I love moſt in both Conditions) not 
whole Woods cut in Walks, nor vaſt Parks, nor 
F ountain, or Caſcade Gardens; but Herb, and 
Flower, and Fruit Gardens, which are more uſe- 
ful, and the Water every whit as clear and whole- 
ſome, as if darted from the Breaſts of a Marble 
Nymph, or the Urn of a, River-God. If for all 
this, you like better the Subſtance of that former 
Eſtate of Life, do but conſider the inſeparable Ac- 
cidents of both: Servitude, Diſquiet, Danger, and 
commonly Guilt, inherent in the one; in the o- 
ther Liberty, Tranquility, Security, and Innocence; 
and when you have thought upon this, you, will 
confeſs that to be a Truth, which appeared. to you 
before but a ridiculous: Paradox, That a low For- 
tune is better guarded than an highone. If indeed 
we look upon the! flouriſhing, Head of the Tree, it 
appears a moſt. beautiful. Object, - dafliater Aufs 
on ln to: n.0 . nden le W504: back 
2 Bt | => Sed quantum vertic ad aura, n en. 
Etbereas, tantum radice ad Tartara tendit. 00 
\ pin Shit o mr ani 4” 
As far as up tow rds Heav?n the eee 
So ſar he Root ſinks down to Hell below. 
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horrible Diſgrace, to dne, „ 
dan if is forthe moſt Part in pitiful Want. and. Di- 
ſtreſs: What a wonderful Thing is this, Unleſs it 
2 iure Avarices, * ſo. ceaſe. to Nhe. | 


Peſs: It falls perpetually into ſuch Neceſſities, a3 
_ it — Cozenage, 2 
4 eipiis 2 eget æris Cappadoc amn This 
is the Oaſe of almoſt all great Men, as well as the 
yu King of Cappadecta. - They abound with 
aves, but are indigent of Money. The ancient 
Roman Emperors, who had the Riches of the whole 
World for their Revenue, had wherewithal to live 
tone would have thought) pretty well at Eaſe, and 
to have been exempt from the Prefſures of Povert 
But yet, with/moft of them it was much otherwi 
and they fel} perpetually into ſuch miſerable Penury, 
that they were forced to devour or ſqueeae moſt of 
their Friends or Servants, to cheat with infamous 
Projects, to ranſack and pillage all their Provinces. 
This Faſhion of Imperial Grandeur, is imitated by 
all inferior and ſubordinate Sorts of it, as iſ it were 
a Point of Honour. They muſt be cheated! of a 
a third Part of their Eſtates, two other Thirds they 
muſt expend in Vanity, ſo that they remain Debtors 
for all the neceſſary Proviſions of Lite, and have 
no Way to ſatisfy thoſe Debts, but out of the Suc- 
icours and Supplies of Rapine. n Riches inrrraſe 
(fays Solomon ) ſi do they abat out them. The Maſter 
Mouth has no more than before. Ihe Owner, 
methinks, is like Ornit in the Fable, Who is per- 
— winding a Rope of Hay, and an Aſs at the 
perpetually eating it. Out of theſe Inconve- 
niences ariſes naturally one more, which is, that 
no Greatneſs can be ſatisfied or contented with it- 
ſelf: Still if it could mount up a little higher, it 
would be happy if it could but gain that Point, 
it would obtain all its Deſires: But yet at laſt, 
when it ie got up to the very Top of the Pic of 
Tenari /, it is in very great Danger af breaking its 
Neck downwards, but in no Poſfibiliey of aſcending 
up wards into the Seat of Tranquility above the 
"Moon- Thie firſt ambitious Men in the _ 
+3 5 | ST ih | | 
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Attempt of ſcaling Heav 


en in Deſpite of the Gods, 
and they caſt Qa upon 3 and Pelion upon 
Offa; two or three Mountains more they thought 
would have done the Buſineſs, but the Thunder 
2 ay] the e heh yn were an * 


. af ain Aube of CG IS 1 1 


Giant of our Nation, when from the — — of 
a very inconſiderable Captain, he had made himſelf 
Lieutenant-General of an Army of little Titans, 
which was his firſt Mountain, and afterwards Ge- 
neral, which was his ſecond, and after that abſolute 
Tyrant of three Kingdoms, which was the third, 
by almoſt touched the Heaven which he affected, 
is believed to have died with Grief and Difcontent, 
becauſe he could not attain to the honeſt Name of 
2 King, and the old Formality of a Crown, though 
he had before exceeded the Power. | If he could have 
compaſſed that; he would -perhaps have wanted 
ſomething elſe, and pined away for Want of the 
Title of an Emperor, ora God. be Reaſon of 
this is, that Greatneis has no Reality in Nature, 
but is a Creature of the Fancy, a Notion that con- 
87 It is indeed 
an Idol; but St. Paul teaches us, That an Idol is 
nothing in the World. There is in Truth no Riſing 
or Meridian of the Sun, but only in reſpeR to fe- 
veral Places: There is no Right or Leſt, no Upper 
Hand in Nature; every Thing is little, and 
Thing is great, according as it is diverſely _ 
pared There may be perhaps — As Villa 
Scotland or Ireland, where Imigh 

and in that Cafe Lihould belike Gejars:{y > ht — 
wonder hom Cæſar and + ſhould be like one another 
in any Thing) and chooſe rather to be the firſt Man 
of the — TT 
72 
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try is called 'Grrat Britnny, in regard only of 
leffer of the ſame Name; it —— be but a Fidich. 
Jous Epithet for it, when we conſider it together 
With che Kingdom of Ching. © That too, is but a 
itiful Rood of Ground in Compariſon of the whole 
arth* beſides; and this 'whele Globe of Earth, 1 
which we account ſo immenſe a Body, is but one 
Point or Atom in relation to thoſe numberleſs 


"Worlds chat are ſcattered up and down in the infi 
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We look” at Men, n at — Odds 
*Twixt Things that were the ſame by Birth; 
We look on Kings as Giants of the Earth, 
"Theſe Giants are but Pigmies to the Gol. E 
The humbleſt Buſh and proudeſt Oak, 
Are but of equal Proof agalnſt the Thunder-ſtroke. 
7 55 and 8 and Nn, and 8 oy 
»Havethele ſhort *gouriſhing "PREY . O33 
And love to ſee themſelves, and —_—_ 
And in their Pre-eminence 2 while e = 20 
'n ſo · in the fame Land, - 8 ft 
Poor Weeds rich Corn, gay Plochrs together Hand; 1 
"Alas! ee Ws N 1 
Ai rr UA 6 8% 4 * 14 1 y 
| wil 5: 2 214K a | i 
* Nen, whom Genet does b rte, {I 
Fe o—_— fear) like Damoecles: © 1 ' 
(> IF you-yout Eyes could upwards move, 
5 (I fear) think nothing is above) 
"Y ow would perceiv e by; what a little da 3 
be Sword ſtill hangs over your Head. 
No Tide of Wine could drown:your Cate 
"No Mirth or Muſick over- noiſe our Fears. t: 0 4 
The Fear of Death would you ſo e | 
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3 5 III. 
dleep is too proud to wait in Palaces, | 


he meaneſt Country Cottages; "Art © If 
His Poppy grows .* e Com RM 
The Halcyon Sleep will never build his Neſt 
In any ſtormy Breaſt. 
*Tis not enough that he does find 
Clouds and Darkneſs in their Mind; 
Darkneſs. but half his Work will do 
'Tis not enough, he muſt find Quiet tow. 
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m 
The Derg of an honeſt Ae much 
Company | 


IF twenty thouſand naked het were not a- 
N s to reſiſt the, Aſſaults of but twenty well 

d Spaniards, I ſoe but little Po hiſity for 

one — an to defend himſelf againſt twenty 
thouſand Knaves, who are all furniſh'd Cap-a- fe 
with the defenſive Arms of worldly Prudence, and 
the offenſive too of Craft and Malice. He will 
find no leſs Odd than this againſt him, if he have 
much to do in human Affairs. The only Advice 
therefore which I can give, bim, is; to be ſure not 
to venture his Perſon any longer in the open Cam- 
paigm to retreat and entrench himſell, 10 up 
all Avenues, and draw up all Bri inf o nu- 
merous art; Enemy. Truth of it is, that 2 
Man in much Bu Wess muſt either make himſelf a 
Knave, or elſe F World will make him a Fool; 


* 


CS on, * 
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and if the Injury went no farther than the being 
| hugh'd at, a wiſe Man would content himſelf with 
the Revenge of Retaliation; but the Caſe is much 

worſe, for theſe civil Cannibals too, as well as the 
wild Ones, not only dance about ſuch a taken Stran- 
Sr) fila RUG A & St Mg cofnit 
get too ſoon out of — Company, tho they be 
ever fo kind and merry among themſelves, tis not 


_—_— only, but dangerous to him. Do ye 
wonder 
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an wha eat no Men but th 
we learned and polite and Chriſtian Eurepeais, like 
ſo many Pikes and Sharks, prey upon every Thing 
that we can ſwallow. It is the great Boaſt cf Elo- 


and into 5 to murder one another : 
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wonder that a virtuous Man. ſhould love to be a- 
lone? It i is hard for him to be e he is ſo, 
when he is among ten thouſand: Neither is the $6- 
litude ſo uncomfortable'to be alone without any 6- 
ther Creature, as it a to be alone, in the Midſt of 
wild Beaſts. Man! is to Man all kind of Beaſts, a 

fawning Dog, a roaring Lion, a thieving Fox, a 


robbing Wolf, a diflembling 'Crocrodile, a trea- 


cherous Decoy „and a rapuciows Vulture. The 
Civileſt, methighd. of all Nations, are thoſe whom 


we account the moſt Barbarous.. There is. fome 


Moderation and bool Natute In, N. Toup ee 
emies, 0 


uence and Philoſophy, that they firſt congregated 
Men diſpers d, unite them, into Societies, and 


built vp the Houſes and the "Walls of Cities 1 
wiſh the 7 FOO a o all they have woven; that 


we might e our Woods and our. Innocence a- 
ain, 11 of out Caſtles and Policies. * "They 
1215 aſſemb! ed 1 thouſands of ſcatter d. People 
into one Body; tis true, they have done ſo, they 
| have, brought them together into Cities, to cozen, 


'f und them H unters and Fiſhers of wild Creatures, 
"they have made them Hunters and Fiſhers of their 
Beeren; they boaſt to have reduc'd them to a 

State of Peace; when the Truth is, they have ond 


; 0 ht them the Art of War ; they have fram'd, 


confeſs, wholfome Laws for the Reſtraint of 


Pice, but they rais'd firſt that Devil which now 
; they conjure and A bind; tho there were by 
_ fore” no Puniſhments for Wiekedneſß » yet th 
i was leſs committed becauſe there were no Rewards 
for it. But the Men who Prob Philoſophy from 


dis Te: arc much deceiv'd let We anſ er 
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vB 2 Bari from * 
for irleie,” the Tinklng petkaps of that may unite 

a Swarm ; it never, w the Walk of Philoſophy to 
Sfcinble Muttitudes, but t o regulate only, and gu- 
Lern them when the were Allembled, t Make the 


det of an Evil, and bring them A much as is 
4 to Unity again. "Kya and Ambition ks 


mpire; they faid, Go to, let ur build us a City and 
4 Tower whoſe Top. - reach untb Heaven, and lt 
make us 6 Von, Ih we be ſcattered abroad fon 
72 755 ef the Earth.” What was the Beginning 
of Rome, the Metropolis of all the World? What 
Was y eG a Concourſe of Thieves, and a Sanctu- 
riminals ? It was juſtly nam d by the Augu- 
17 Rt les thantwelve Vu ultures, e Foo. 
7 nt his Walls with' ges of his Bro- 
(cr ;, not unlike to this was the ning of the 
rt Town too in the World, and ch is the ori- 

os Sin of moſt Cities ; their actual increaſe dai- 
'F with their Age and Growth ; the more People, 
the more Wicked all of them; every one brings in 
"his Part to inflame the Contagion, which becomes 
. at laſt fo univerſal and ſo ſtrong, that no Precept 
Fan be ſulficient Preſervatives; nor any Thing be- 
$ cure oof We ought in he Mi ight from among the TnfeQ- 

22 


1 Choice of à Situation to 
hings: the Healthfulnchs of the 
127 and the Healthfulneſs. of it for the Mind ra- 
l for the Body, But ſuppoſe (Which is 
10 ko ſuppos d) 8 had Antidote ohh: a= 
235 Poiſon ;_nay, ſuppoſe farther, we were 
Ex arm'd and, provided both a inſt the Aſſaults 
ity, y,. and the Mines of eachery, it will 
15297 an uncomfortable Life to be ever in Alarms. 
0” we were compaſs'd round with Fire, to de- 
"nt ourſelves from wild Beaſts, the Lodgin ing Would 
be, upp Wer Ne a we mult always de oblig'd 
and to fear n no kk the Deſc - 
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of our Guard, than the Diligence of our Enemy. 
The Sum of chi äs, that a virtuous Man is in Dan- 
ger to be trod upon and deſtroy'd in the Croud of 
his Contraries, nay, which is worſe, to be chang d 
and corrupted by them, and that it is hard to — 
both theſe Inconveniences, without ſo much Cau- 
tion, as will take away the whole Quiet, that is, 
the Happineſs of his Life. Ye ſee then what he 
may loſe, but, I pray, what can he there ? 
d Rome faciam ? Mentiri neſcio. What ſhould 
an of Truth and Honeſty do at Rome ? He can 
A underſtand, nor ſpeak the Language of the 
Place. A naked Man may ſwim in the Sea, but 
it is not the Way to catch Fiſh there; they are 
likelier to devour him, than he them, if he bring 
no Nets, and uſe no Deceits. 


Na v, if nothing of all this were in the Caſe, - 
yet the you Sight of Uncleanneſs is loathſome to 
the Cleanly ; the Sight of Folly and W_ vex· 


8 atious to Wise and Pious. x 


| Luckerivs, by his Favour, tho' a f "a 
was but an ill-natur'd Man, when he ſaid, It was 
delightful to ſee other Men, in a great Storm: And 
no leſs ill natur d ſhould I think Democritus, Who 
laugh'd at all the World, but that he retir'd him- 
ſelf ſo much out of it, that we may perceive he took 
no great Pleaſure in that kind of Mirth. I have. 
deen drawn twice or thrice by Company to go to 
Bedlam, and have ſeen others very much delighted 
with the fantaſtical Extravagancy of ſo many vari- 
ous Madneſſes, which upon me wrought ſo contra- 
ry an Effect, that T always return d, not only Me- 
lancholy, but even ſick with the Sight: My Com- 
paſſion there was perhaps too tender, for I meet a 
thouſand Madmen abroad, without any Perturbati- 
on, tho to n Matter, "pie the total Loſs. 


You, XXXI - of cy 
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of Reaſon is leſs deplorable than the total 3 
tion of it. An exact Judge of human Bleſſings, of 
Riches, Honours, Beauty, / even; of Wit itſelf, 
Wane. pity the Abuſe we NO, more dun the 


BarerLy, tho! a wiſe Man could mb never 0 
3 through the great Roads of human Life, 
yet he will meet perpetually with ſo many Objects 
and Occaſions of Compities, Gtief, > a An- 
| ger, Hatred, Indignation, and all Paſſions but En- 

vy (for he will find n to deſerve that) that he 
had better ſtrike into ſome private Path; nay, go ſo 
far, if he could, out of the common Way, Ut nec 
Facla audiat Pelopidarum ; that he might not, ſo 
much as hear of the FE of the Sons of Adam, 
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Oxz would think that all r ee 
themſelves by an Oath to do all the Wickedneſs 
they can that they had all (as the Scripture ſpeaks} 
fold themſeldes to Sin; the Difference only is, that 
ſome art a little more craſty (and but a little God 
knows) in making the Bargain. I thought, | when 
weit firſt to dwell in the Country, that without 
Doubt I ſhould have met there with the Simplicity 
of the old Poctical Golden Age: Ithought to have 
found no Inhabitants there, but ſuch as the Shep- 
herds of Sir Philip Syducy in Arcadia; and began to 
conſider with myſelf, which Way JI might recom- 
mend no leſs to Poſterity the Happineſs and Inno- 
cence of the Men of Cheriſca: But to confeſs the 
Proth, L perceiv'd quickly,” by infalliable Demon- 
ſtrations, that IL was fill in old England, and not 
in Arradia ; thut. if I could not content myſelf with 

any Thing leſs than exact Fidelity in human 


Con- 
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Converſation, I had almoſt as good go back and 
ſeek for it in the Court, or the Exchange, or 
W-:/rminfler Hall. I aſk then whither ſhall we fly, 
or what ſhall we do? The World may ſo come in 
a Man's Way, that he cannot chuſe but ſalute it, 
he muſt take Heed tho” not to go a Whoring after 
it. If by any lawful Vocation, or juſt Ps 
Men happen to be marry'd to it, I can only give 
them St. Paul's Advice. Brethren, the Tame - is 
we it remains that they that have Werves bt as tho 

ey had none. But A 


« med 3 80 


In il Ct they mutt be fire than ies do Bib 
bum ducere, and not Munde nubere. They muſt 
retain the Superiority and Headſhip over it: Hap- 
py are they who can get out of the Sight of this 
deceitful Beauty, that they may not be led fo much 
as into Temptation; who have not only quitted 
the Metropolis, but can abſtain from ever ſeeing 
the next Market aire of their . 
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ERCDEI CITI 
The Shortneſs of Life, and Uncertainty of 


F you ſhould ſee a Man who were to croſs from 
1 Dover to Calais, run about very buſy and ſolli- 
citous, and trouble himſelf many Weeks before 
in making Proviſions for his Voyage, would you 
commend him for a cautious and Ciſcreet Perſon, 
or laugh at him for a timorous and impertinent 
Coxcomb? A Man who is exceſſive in bis Pains 
and Diligence, and who conſumes the greateſt 
Part of his Time in furniſhing the Remainder with 
all Conveniencies and even Superfluities, is to An- 
gels and wife Men no leſs ridiculous ; he does as 
as little conſider the Shortneſs of his Paſſage, that 
he might proportion his Cares accordingly. It is, 
alas, fo narrow a Streight betwixt the Womb and 
the Grave, that it might. be call'd the Pas de Vie, 
| as well as that the Pas de Calais. We are all Ee. 
tige, (as Pindar calls us) Creatures of a Day, and 
therefore our Saviour bounds our Defires to that 
little Space; as if it were very probable that every 
Day ſhould be our laſt, we are taught to demand 
even Bread for no longer a Time. The Sun 
ought not to ſet upon our Covetouſneſs no more 
than upon our Anger, but as to Almighty Gop 
a thouſand Years are as one Day, fo in direct Op- 
poſition, one Day to a covetous Man is as a thou- 
land Years; Tam brevi fortis jaculatur evo m_— 
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Words, Sato brevi ſpem longam reſeces; From a 
They muſt be prun'd away like Suckers that choak 
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ſo far he ſhoots beyond his Butt: One would 
think he were of the Opinion of the Millenaries, 
and hop'd for ſo long a Reign upon Earth. The 
Patriarchs before the Flood, who enjoy d. almoſt 
ſuch a Life, made, we are ſure, leſs Stores for the 


maintaining of it; they who liv'd nine hundred 


Years ſcarcely provided for a few Days; we who 
live but a few Days, provide at leaſt for nine hun- 
dred Vears; what a ſtrange Alteration is this of 
human Lite and Manners ? And yet we fee ant I- 
mitation of it in every Man's particular Experi- 
ence, for we begin not the Cares of Life till it be 
half ſpent, and {till increaſe them as; that.decreaſesz 
What is there among the Actions of Beaſts ſo illo- 
gical and repugnant to Reaſon? When they do a- 
ny Thing which ſeems to proceed from that which 
we call Reaſon, we diſdain to allow them that 
Perfection, and attribute it only to a natural In- 
ſtinct 2, If we could but learn to number our Days 


as we are taught to pray that we might) we ſhould 


adjuſt, much better our other Accounts; but whilſt 
we never conſidet an End of them, it is no Won- 
der if our Cares for them be without End too. He- 
race adviſes very wiſely, and in excellent good 


rt Life cut off all Hopes that gtow too lo 


the Mother-Plant, and finder it from bearing 
Fruit. And in s aother Place to the ſame . Senſe, 
Vite ſumma brevis, ſpem nos vetat inchoare longam; 
which Senecadoes not mend when he fays, Oh gan- 
ta dementia «ft ſpes longas inchoantium{!: But he gives 
an Example there of an Acquaintance of his named 
Senecio, who from a very mean Beginning by great 
Induſtry in turning about of Money through al 

Ways of Gain, had attain'd to, eats e 

es, but died on a ſudden, after having ſupped mer- 
ily, In ipſe actu bene cedentium rerum, in ipſo pro- 
150 3 currentis 
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eurrentis fortune impetu, In the full Courſe of his 
Fortune, when ſhe had a high Tide, a ſtitf 
Jale, and all her Sails on; IOW Lone Occaſion 
ie,, les Ae, JET, condi, + ak 


Ie. nine Melibee 1yros, pore uin, vue, 


* Mlb, now, A y 
thy Orchards a ch in rds 
| Behold ank. >! oa 17 wo 
T4 Mi youu mi 68 
Of ddd this Gneis hive the les Colnputton,' 16. 
cauſe he was taken, s we ſay, in /e ure, fil 
labouring in the Work of ef but the poor 
rich Man in St. Luke ſeems to have been ſatisfied 
atlaſt; he confeſſes he had enough for many Years,. 
Ke bids his Soul take its Eaſe, and et ſor all that 
Ges ſays — —.— 7 Bo Feel) this ight thy Soul 
hall be reg ' thee, and the T thou haft 
haid up, 1 all they belong to? Where ſhall 
we ſind the Cauſts of this bitter Reproachy and ter- 
rible Judgment? We may find think, two, and 
Gow perhaps ſaw more. Firſt, That he did not 
intend true Reſt to his Soul, but only to change 
che Employments of it from Avarice to Luxury, 
his Deſign is'to eat, and to drink, and to be mer- 
ry. Secondly, That he went on too le before 
he thou reſting; the Fulneſs of his old Barns 
had —. oh B, he would *.y "alt he was 
forced to build new ones; and GoD meted out to 
him the ſame Meaſure: Since he would have more 
Riches than his Life could contain, Gop deſtroy- 
ed his Life, r ee, Fu of 1 
i Gov hides awa egen, * Man 
from his Riches, and no equently - Riches | 


from the Man: "What "Hops wan be. "I 
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fuch a Marria age, where both Parties are fo fickle 
and uncertain'? By what Bonds can fuch a' Couple 
be kept long e P 


2 
Why. 24 r up Wealth, which thou muſt | 
ed 
Or, what is worſe; be left by it? 
„ doſt thou load thyſelf, when thou'rt to ffy, 
ON Man ordain'd to die? 


* 


ma H. 


Why doſt ow wind ap ſtately Bebe on high, 


Thou who art under Ground to he ? + 
Thou ſow'ſt and planteſt, but no Fruit muſt 24 
F or Death,. my is MEL thee... We 


Ey "aged Wi as: if hey 0 were 9 
Childreri again, for Age prepare; 
Proviſions for long Travel they deſign, 
oa the laſt Point of n Line. 


I.. 
Wiſely the Ant againſt poor Winter dads 
The Stock which Summer's Wealth affords 33 


« £& 


la Graſhoppers, that muſt in Autumn die, 


How vain * ſuch an ** ?. 


J 


126 5 V. = 
Oh Pow' rand Honour the deceitful Li ght 
Might half excuſe our cheated Sight, 
If it of Life the whole ſmall Time would ſtay, 
And be our Sun- ſhine all the Day, 


* 


mM | $6.08; 
Like Li ghtning that, begot but in a Cloud, 
(The ſhining bright, and ſpeaking. loud) . "Ml 
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Whilſt it begios, concludes its violent Race, 
And where it gilds, it wounds ae 


vn 04, 4 i 
Oh Scene of Fortune, which doſt fair 8 
Only to Men that ſtand not near !. - 
Proud Poverty, that Tinſel Brav'ry wears ! 
oy like a. Rainbow, W Ten. 


(63 | „ VI. 5 | 8 43 
Be prudent, and the Shore in proſpect Keeps 
In a weak Boat truſt not the Deep. 


| Plac'd beneath Envy,. gre Thing riſe ;. 
1 Pn great Men, great ings N 


Ha 


1 + - ck ; 
The wiſe Example ct the Heavenly Lak, 
Thy Fellow- Poet, ' Gewley, mark, 
Adove the Clouds let thy proud Muſick- found,... 
IT humble Neſt bullion DOTY 
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AM glad that you approve and applaud 
| Defies, of withdrawite myſelf from all Tu- 
mult and Buſineſs of the World and conſe- 
crating the little Reſt of my Time to thoſe Studies 
to which Nature had inclined me, and from which 
Fortune has ſo long detained me. But neverthe- 
leſs (you fay, which, But, is, ᷑ruge mera, a Ruſt 
which ſpoils the good Metal it grows upon. But 
you ſay) you would adviſe me not to precipitate 
that Reſolution, but to ſtay a while longer with 
Patience and Complaiſance, *till I had gotten ſuch 
an Eſtate as might afford me (according to the 
Saying of that Perſon whom you and I love ver 
much, and would believe as ſoon as another Man 
Cum dignitate otium. This were excellent Advice 
to Joſhua, who could bid the Sun ſtay too. But 
there is no fooling with Life, when it is once turn- 
ed beyond Forty. The ſeeking of a Fortune then, 
is but a deſperate Aſter-Game, it is an hundred to 
one if a Man fling two Sixes, and recover all; 
eſpecially if his Hand be no Juckier than mine. 
There is ſome Help for all the Defects of Fortune, 
for if a Man cannot attain to the Length of his 
Wiſhes, he may have his Remedy by — of 
m 


y * 


293 An Extra from 


them ſhorter, Epicurus writes a Letter to Idom-. 
neas (who was then a very powerful, wealthy, and 
fit ſeems) bountiful Perſon) to recommend to him 
who had made ſo many Men rich, one Pythocles, 
a Friend of his, who he deſired might be made 21 
rich Man too: But I entreat you that you would 
not do it juſt the fame Way as you have done to 
many leſs deſerving Perſons, but in the moſt gen- Ip. 
tee] Manner of 3 iging him, which is not to add p. 
any Thing to bis Eſtate, but to take ſomething from 
kis Defires. The Sum of this is, That for the un- 
certain Hopes of ſome Conveniences, we ought 
not to defer the Execution of a Work that is ne- 
ceſſary, eſpecially when the Uſe of thoſe Things 
which we would ſtay for, may otherwiſe be ſup- 
plied, but the Loſs of Time never recover'd: 
ay, farther yet, h we were ſure to obtain 
all that we had a Mind to, though we were ſure | 
of getting never ſo much by continuing the 
Game, yet wen the Light of Life is ſo near | 
going out, and ought; to. be ſo precious, Le jeu | 
ne vaut pas la Chandelle, The Play is not worth 
the Expence of the Candle: After having been 
Jong toſt in a Tempeſt, if our Maſts be ftanding, F 
and we have ſtill Sail and Tackling enough to car- eth 
ry us to. aur Port, it is no Matter for Streamers Nur 
and Top-Gallants ;. Utere velis, Totos pande finus. Nh .. 
A Gentleman in our late Civil Wars, when his Nor: 
Quarters were beaten up by the Enemy, was ta- 
ken Priſoner, and loſt his Life afterwards, only cos 
by ſtaying to put on a Band, and adjuſt his Peri- We. 
wig: He would eſcape like a Perſon of Quality, W. 
\or not at all, and died the noble Martyr of Cere- 
mony and Gentility. I think your Counſel of 
Feſtina lente is as ill to a Man who is flying from. 
the World, as it would have been to that unfor- 
tunate well-bred Gentleman, he was ſo cautious . 
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4 not to 15 i from his Enemies; and 
therefore I worm Horace $ Advice enz yr bs 


- * 8 


A "I; 


- Sapere RE "Tncipe — —_— 

Bräu! ; the getting out of Doors is the 1 
Part oſ the Journey. 1 arro-teaches us that Latin 
proverb, Portam itineri engl. imam e 4 1 ut to 
return to ere, . £ | 


F ads * * ; fs 
* # - * 
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* Daw Capere Mos „ 
Incipe, vivendi qui reels prpnogat "eg 

Ruſlicus expettat dum defluat Aninis, ac ille 
une & Wy in omne woludr.ds æuum. 


Beging be bold, ** venture 75 be wifes. $2 
He who defers this Work from Day to Day, 
Does on a River's Bank expecting ſtay, - * 
'Till- the whole Stroam, which ſtopp d Tn, 
mould he gone, 

That runs, and as it cans, for ever will rug Pa. 


11 4 


— 4 


C (the Man of Expedition above all 


others) was is far from this Folly, that whenſoe- 
ver in a Journey he was to croſs an any River, he 
never went one Foot out of his WY. 

or a. F ord, or. a Ferry, but flung himſelf into it 
immediately, and ſwam over; and this is the 
Courſe we ought to imitate, if we meet with any 
Stops in our Way to Happineſs. Stay *till the 
Waters are low, pd 

tranſport you, ſtay till. a Bridge be built, for you 3 
Youſhad, as good ſtay till, the River be quite paſs d. 


or a Bridge, 


ay till ſome Boats come by to 


Per/uls (who, hou WF, 5 fay,. you, did not know 


J dec e gh Poet or no, . becaufe you 
d e 


and whom therefore, 1 
d 


of 


om an 
! know, e. be not a good Pot) Bas an 
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Expreſſion of theſe Procraſtinators, which, me 
thinks, is full of F ancy. 


= Cras He ſternum fanden Ecce aliud c 
gerit hos annot. 3 
8 Satyr, . * 


. Our Yeſterday's To-morrow now is gone, 
And ſtill a new To-motrow does come on, 
We by To-morrows draw up all our Store, 
*Till the exhauſted, Well can 2 no more. 


. Mart. u. 5. Epigr. 59. 


ou will live, you always cry; 
BY nip AN ountry does this Morrow lie, 


That tis fo mighty long cer it arrive ? 
che Indies does this Morrow live? 


'Tis ſo far fetch'd this Morrow, that I fear 
Twill be both very old, and very dear. 
To-morrow I will live, the Fool does ſa 

To- day itſelf's too late, the Wiſe 51 efter 


—_—. | 
” Wonder not, OO (y you who inſtruct the Town 


In the true Wiſdom of the ſacred Gown) 1 
That I make Haſte to live, and cannot hold F 
Patiently out, till I grow rich and old. | 
_ Life for Delays and Doubts no Time does give, 


None ever yet made Haſte enough to live. 
Loet him defer it, whoſe prepoſterous Care 
Omits himſelf, and reaches to his Heir: 
Who does his Father's bounded Stores deſpiſe, 
And whom his own too never can ſuffice. 

: : My humble Thoughts no glittering Roofs re- 

quire, - Fire. 

or Rooms that ſhine with ought but r 


Vor 
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* T will content the Av'rice of my Sight, 
| With the fair Gildings of reflected Light: 
Pleaſures abroad, the Sport of Nature yields, 
Her living Fountains, = her ſmiling Fields; 
And then at Home, what Pleaſure is't to tee 
A little cleanly chearful Family: 
Which if a chaſte Wife crown, no leſs in her, 
Than Fortune, I the Golden Mean 
Too noble, nor too wiſe, ſhe ſhould not be, 
No, nor too rich, too . too fond of me. 


Thus let my Life flide ſilent 
With — all Night, and 4 a all the Day. 
dees eee eee 
| Epitaphium Vivi Auctoris. 


IC, O Vater, fub Lare parvule, 
Couleius Hic et Conditus, Hic Facet 
Defunctus humani Laboris 

| Sorte, ſupervacuaque vita, 

Now Indecora pauperie Nitens, 

Et non inerti nobilis otio, 

Vanoque dilectis popello 

Wn _ Drvitiis animoſus hoſtis, 

Poſfis ut illum dicere mortuum, 

En Terra jam nunc Quantula 5 
OR Exempta fit Curis, viator, 

4 1 oo fit illa Levis, . 

Hlic ſparge Flores, ſparge breves 
Nam Vita gaudet Mortua Floribus, 
| Herbiſque Odoratis Corona | 
6» ll -- Vatis adbuc Cinerem Calentem. 
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